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PREFACE 


In 1973 oil became another political weapon in the Middle 
East crisis. The oil embargo shocked the world into 
realizing the economic and political power of the nations 
that controlled the oil of the Persian Gulf. 

Not since World War II had the world faced a serious 
crude oil shortage. But now, for the first time, the Middle 
East crisis affected everyone in the world. 

If the embargo had continued for another six months in 
1973, it would have caused the economic collapse of 
Europe and Japan. Even the United States, with its own oil 
production, was so dependent on imported oil that it could 
not have tolerated the embargo for long. 

But oil prices went up, the embargo ended, and soon 
the world became complacent again. 

Israel still struggled with the problems of the region. 
The Palestinian problem fed hatred between Jew and Arab, 
while refugee camps became a recruiting ground for world 
terrorism. Lebanon raged with civil war. Israel and Syria 
were drawn into the conflict. But oil was not involved 
because a shooting war still seemed far from the oil fields 
of the Persian Gulf. 

Even the bitter and protracted war between Iran and 
Iraq was contained. The U.S. navy was drawn into the Gulf 
and flexed its military muscle. No one seriously tried to 
stop the flow of oil to the West, and the industrial machines 
of the world kept running. 

Once again a world catastrophe was averted. The Arab 
world gave the illusion of unity and proclaimed their ability 
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to maintain peace in the region. Oil kept flowing, and the 
West, especially the United States, became more dependent 
than ever. With the truce between Iran and Iraq, the world 
relaxed. 

Then in August 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded and 
seized Kuwait, and the Middle East entered a new high-risk 
period. The illusion of Arab unity was shattered. The West 
rushed to protect Saudi Arabia and the adjoining oil-rich 
states. In a few short weeks the oil fields of Arabia were 
filled with soldiers and the machinery of modern warfare. 

In his bold gambit, Saddam Hussein was attempting to 
form a strong independent base in Iraq from which to 
intimidate the West. His goal was to eventually attack and 
destroy Israel. 

The old Arab-Israeli conflict has been redrawn as a 
dangerous, world-scale game of "chicken." One madman, 
whether terrorist or head of state, could easily strike the 
first blow in a war that would involve the whole world. 

The providential presence of oil explains why the Bible 
makes the Middle East the center of world attention for 
prophecies of the last days. It will be the scene of the Battle 
of Armageddon and the end of Western civilization as we 
know it. The Bible clearly outlines exactly what will 
happen leading up to the second coming of Christ. 

Each day's headlines raise new questions concerning 
what the future holds. The world has never before 
witnessed so many ominous developments and such rapid 
change. For the Christian, a natural response is to search 
the Bible to find what it has to say concerning the great 
events that lie ahead for the world. 

The Bible contains the history of the world up to the 
present time, including its creation, the beginning of the 
human race, and God's dealings with Israel and the nations 
of old. The New Testament adds its important account of 
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the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ in His 
first coming. The teachings of Christ and the apostles gave 
the early church a system of truth that not only explained 
the past but also presented a prophetic panorama of events 
yet to come. 

Central in this scriptural revelation is a careful 
explanation of the second coming of Jesus Christ. Many 
predictions were made about the important events that will 
occur before Christ's second coming. When these events 
are placed in their proper order, the result is a prophetic 
calendar of what may soon may happen in the world. An 
understanding of biblical prophecy has led many intelligent 
students of the Bible to believe that the world has already 
begun the countdown leading to Armageddon, the greatest 
war of all history and the end of civilization as we now 
know it. 

Continuing tensions in the Middle East and dramatic 
developments in Europe have led many to ask whether we 
are moving rapidly to the end, to a gigantic, suicidal world 
war that many associate with the Battle of Armageddon. Is 
the present world situation ripe for the fulfillment of the 
great prophecies leading to such a catastrophe? If so, what 
will happen next? What is the future of Israel? How will 
the conflict over oil affect the future of the world? What 
are the events to watch in the countdown to Armageddon? 

This book is an attempt to answer these important 
questions, with special attention to prophecies about the 
Middle East. All agree that our world is entering a new 
series of crises. The days ahead promise rapid change and 
surprising developments. Only a sure word from God 
Himself can provide answers to important questions about 
the future. 

Most of the world is paying little heed to the revelation 
of biblical prophecy. Millions are living as if God does not 
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exist. They believe that if God exists He is an absent 
landlord who will never collect the rent. They do not want 
to believe that there will be an accounting of nations and 
individuals by a righteous and omnipotent God. 

Even professing Christians in our modern, materialistic 
world tend to waste their lives in getting and spending, 
unmindful of eternal values. If there is a future accounting, 
they prefer not to let this affect their lives. 

The dramatic events of the twentieth century are a 
pointed reminder that prophecy about the future will be as 
literally fulfilled as hundreds of prophecies have been 
fulfilled in the past. According to the Scriptures, an 
Armageddon is ahead in God's calendar of future events. 
The warning that history may be winding down to its 
prophesied climax is a sobering thought. 

The facts presented in this book should bring the 
realization that God is on the throne and in command of 
history. In His time every knee will bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. But for millions it will be 
too late to affect their eternal destiny. 

The events beginning the last decade of the twentieth 
century have confirmed the conclusion that Middle East 
oil, almost two-thirds of the world's supply, is the major 
factor in the political, economic, and military power of the 
modern world. All the world has an important stake in 
Middle East developments. In many respects, peace in the 
Middle East is even more important to the growing power 
and prosperity of a new Europe than it is to the United 
States. Now, most of the world is involved in the conflict in 
the Middle East, and the prosperity of the world depends 
on some mechanism to guarantee peace and a continued 
flow of oil from the region. This is precisely what biblical 
prophecy predicts. The Middle East is the battleground for 
the road to Armageddon and the second coming of Christ, 
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the prophesied stage for the final drama of world history. 
With world attention on the Middle East, Israel already 
back in her ancient land, and the world in a mood for 
someone to guarantee peace, the major components of the 
end time are in place. 

If these facts are true, present events are a call to faith 
and repentance, a turning to God and to Jesus Christ who is 
the final Judge of every individual and nation. God's 
dramatic intervention into human history, as spelled out in 
biblical prophecy, may be very near. The preparation of 
this book is the result of many years of specialized study in 
the field of biblical prophecy and has been preceded by a 
number of books related to this important area of biblical 
revelation. This volume is intended to answer normal 
questions about the future in plain language. While 
prophecy is an intricate subject, its main themes are 
understandable by anyone who is searching for answers. 
Advanced students of the Bible, however, will find that this 
volume casts additional light upon important prophetic 
questions that face us in our modern world. 

It is hoped that those who read this volume will be 
attracted to Jesus Christ as the only Savior and Lord and 
will have an intelligent understanding of how history is 
moving on to its climax. If these conclusions are correct, 
the rapture of the church, the coming of the Lord for those 
who have trusted in Him, may be expected momentarily 


John F. Walvoord 
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CHAPTER 1 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE FUTURE 


> THE INCREDIBLE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


By every standard of measurement, the twentieth century 
will go down in history as the incredible century. The 
century began with limited use of electricity and without 
radio, television, planes, missiles, electronic computers, 
modern weapons, and atomic bombs. Technology has 
moved man into a modern era that now witnesses more 
rapid change in the course of a year than formerly took 
place in a century. 


> RAPID CHANGE 


The phenomenal scientific and social developments of our 
age have exploded in the last century. Scientific 
breakthroughs have occurred in almost every area of study. 
Electricity has dramatically changed life on this planet. 
Radio, tape recording, television, photocopy reduplication, 
fax reproduction and transmission of documents, 
computers, and satellite communication have literally 
swamped us with information. The widespread 
manufacture and use of automobiles and airplanes has 
greatly changed the transportation of the world. The world 
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is now one giant neighborhood where few boundaries exist. 
This brings the cultures and the people of the world 
together, but it also leads to rootlessness and a loss of 
identity. Soon space travel will be commonplace, and space 
stations will be our new frontiers. 

Modern technology has changed the scope and 
destructiveness of war. Missiles, nuclear warheads, and 
chemical weapons are being developed in every corner of 
the world. Chemical and bacteriological warfare may be as 
big a threat in regional conflicts as nuclear war was only a 
decade ago. 

All of this has resulted in dramatic social 
transformation, for these rapid and critical technological 
changes may have outstripped the ability of people and 
cultures to adjust to or absorb those changes. 

There has been a widespread moral decline in every 
area of life. Corruption in business and government is 
rampant. Even the church has been faced with one scandal 
after another. For whatever the cause, the family has 
deteriorated. The problems of abortion, homosexuality, 
drugs, crime, poverty, and world starvation make all this 
technological progress seem morally bankrupt. 


> THE IMPENDING CRISIS 


The rapidly increasing tempo of change in modern life has 
given the entire world a sense of impending crisis. All of 
this technological advance and most of our modern way of 
life depend on energy for electricity and transportation. Our 
prosperity depends on a steady supply of oil. We consume 
39 percent of the oil produced in the world. Without oil, the 
economies of the industrial giants will collapse. Third 
World countries struggling for survival will be destroyed 
by a disruption in their oil supply at a reasonable market 
price. And so the world crisis at the top of the list is the 
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Middle East Crisis. 

How long can world tensions be kept in check? How 
long can a world struggle for survival be kept from 
becoming a bloodbath? The ingenuity of man has devised 
means of human destruction that would have seemed 
incredible to a previous generation. Now the world is 
moving toward a gigantic crisis. Can it be that the prophets 
of doom are right? Is the world racing toward Armageddon, 
a divine judgment on a wicked world, the end of human 
history? 


> THE VOICE OF THE PROPHETS 


Prophecy has never been the sole domain of astrology, 
mystics, and crystal-ball gazers. For centuries, people of 
religious faith have considered the message of true 
prophets to be God's revelation of His plan for human 
history. The Old Testament books record the lives and 
works of many great prophets—Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Micah, and others. These men 
predicted future events in vivid detail, including the rise 
and fall of every major world empire that left its mark on 
the Middle East. Some of their predictions came true within 
their lifetimes, and many of their astounding predictions 
seem to be coming true today. 

Jesus Himself claimed to be a prophet and quoted from 
Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah, and Micah—many times 
adding interpretive comments and detailed predictions of 
His own. His words have been confirmed by the test of 
time. Jesus' prediction of the fall of Jerusalem (Luke 21:20- 
24) was so vivid that the early church in Jerusalem was 
able to escape almost certain destruction by fleeing the city 
before Titus destroyed it in A.D. 70. As then, so now, 
crucial predictions about Jerusalem and the nation of Israel 
are, in fact, the key to understanding a carefully predicted 
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chain of events that will mark the last days of our 
civilization. 


> THE "TIMES" ARE RUNNING OUT 


Jesus predicted the persecution of the church, the fall of 
Jerusalem with the destruction of the temple, the scattering 
of the Jews into all nations, and the amazing survival and 
growth of the church. Along with the Old Testament 
prophets, He also saw a time when Israel would be 
reestablished as a nation. All this has been realized in 
history. But He also warned those who understood the Old 
Testament prophets to watch Jerusalem and the Middle 
East for signs of the approaching end of the world 
civilization, the end of the Time of the Gentiles. The Jews, 
He said, ". . . will fall by the sword and will be taken as 
prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on 
by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" 
(Luke 21:24). 

About four million Jews are now back in the land, the 
largest movement of Jews in history, far beyond the two 
million who left Egypt for the Promised Land under Moses. 
Jerusalem, the city of dispute and negotiation, was won in 
1967, only to become the object of a diplomatic tug-of-war. 
What is the future of the Holy City? If the Times of the 
Gentiles are, in fact, nearing an end, what will happen 
next? Is there a sure word about tomorrow? Is it a word of 
hope or a warning of doom? 


> THE SEARCH FOR ANSWERS 


Modern man is asking questions about the future as never 
before. They are solemn questions; they are searching 
questions. Only the Bible has clear answers. For this 
reason, biblical prophecy is being probed for clues to find 
where we are in God's program and what great events may 
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be shortly coming to pass. Prophecies, formerly brushed 
aside as incredible, are now being studied again. 

The study of prophecy, however, has been plagued by 
two extremes. The one extreme is to disregard prophecy or 
to interpret it in a non-literal sense. About half of the 
prophecies in the Bible have been fulfilled. The study of 
these demonstrates that when prophecy is fulfilled, it is 
fulfilled literally. Brushing aside prophecies or doubting 
that they will be literally fulfilled is not supported by the 
pattern of fulfillment in the past. 

Another extreme, however, is to go beyond Scripture, 
taking what it says literally and then interpreting this in 
dramatic and contemporary style. There is no scriptural 
ground for setting dates for the Lord's return or the end of 
the world. The student of prophecy must be careful, on the 
one hand, to observe carefully what God has revealed and, 
on the other hand, to recognize that the Bible does not 
answer every question. 

As students of the Bible observe proper interpretation 
principles, they are becoming increasingly aware of a 
remarkable correspondence between the obvious trend of 
world events and what the Bible predicted centuries ago. 
People in all walks of life and of all religious faiths are 
asking the question—What does the future hold? 
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ARMAGEDDON 
CALENDAR 


> NO VAGUE AND GENERAL PREDICTIONS 


Unlike the self-proclaimed prophets of today, the prophets 
of the Bible did not peddle vague and general predictions 
that could be adjusted to any situation. The prophecies 
recorded in the Bible are detailed and intricately 
interwoven. Although interpretation of minor points may 
vary, the overall picture is frighteningly clear. 

The Bible does not simply speak of a final destructive 
world war but of a whole series of carefully timed events 
on a doomsday calendar leading to Armageddon. 

"Armageddon" has come to describe anyone's worst 
fear of the end of the world. The prophets have described it 
more specifically as the final suicidal battle of a desperate 
world struggle centered in the Middle East. 

This is the final act in a terrifying series of events that 
are very much related to today's headlines. This final, 
history-shattering battle will occur on schedule at a specific 
time and in its predicted location. 

The name "Armageddon" actually comes from a 
Hebrew word meaning "the Mount of Megiddo," a small 
mountain located in northern Palestine at the end of a broad 
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valley. This valley has been the scene of many military 
conflicts in the past and will be the focal point of this great 
future conflict. 


> CHANGING ALIGNMENT OF EUROPE AND 
END OF COLD WAR 


One of the dramatic events of 1989 and 1990 was the 
breakdown of Communism and the introduction of 
democratic principles of government to the Eastern 
European Bloc. This dramatic change, though not 
specifically a matter of prophecy, is in keeping with the 
biblical prediction of a unification of nations in the end 
time, specifically a seven-year period during which a ten- 
nation group would dominate, including, no doubt, many of 
the important countries of Europe. It is this group of ten 
nations that will step forward to guarantee the peace and 
security of the Middle East and attempt to mediate the 
present crisis. 


> SEVEN YEARS PLUS... 


The final countdown involves years rather than days. Even 
before the countdown, a number of preliminary moves, 
which are predicted in the Bible, will shape the political, 
economic, and religious climate necessary for end-time 
events. These preliminary moves are now falling into place 
in rapid succession. As these moves are completed, a more 
specific timetable of events can begin. The final countdown 
involves a brief period of preparation with the last seven 
years clearly delineated. The last half will be three-and-a- 
half years of unparalleled disaster and war, climaxing at 
Armageddon. 


> REVIVAL OF ROMAN EMPIRE 


Prior to these last seven years, a ten-nation group will be 
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formed, as indicated by the ten horns of Daniel 7:8 and the 
similar description of the end-time government in 
Revelation 13:1. This alliance or confederacy of ten 
nations, which are not identified as to countries, constitutes 
a revival of the Roman Empire and the final stage of the 
fourth beast of Daniel 7. These countries will probably 
include some European nations, but also nations in Western 
Asia and Northern Africa. This important event will mark 
the beginning of the final period leading up to the Second 
Coming. This is a necessary preliminary step because this 
group will guarantee peace in the Middle East in a seven- 
year covenant of peace and protection with Israel. 


> WILL ISRAEL SURVIVE? 


A careful study of both history and the Bible is necessary 
to put the Armageddon calendar together. The 
reestablishment of the nation of Israel in the Middle East 
was the necessary start. Then came the series of Arab- 
Israeli wars, threatening to bring the United States and 
Russia into a direct clash over the Middle East. Prophecy 
seems to indicate that Israel will not be destroyed by war. 
Instead, Israel will eventually be betrayed and forced to 
accept an outside settlement at the peace table. The Arab 
oil blackmail and new economic and political alignments in 
the Middle East and Europe will eventually rob both the 
United States and Russia of a determining voice in the final 
settlement. 


> OIL AND THE NEW POWER GRAB 


Dramatic realignment of political and economic power on 
the international scene is already in the making. For the 
immediate future the picture will look something like this: 
The power of Arab oil and European agriculture and 
industry may lead to a cartel that will eventually eclipse the 
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power of both Russia and the United States in the Middle 
East. Stung by costly defense of the Persian Gulf, and no 
longer needed by former European allies, the United States 
could easily sink into the mire of its own economic 
problems and become isolated from world influence. 
Rejected by former Arab friends who absorbed billions in 
aid and weakened by recent developments in Europe, 
Russia would be forced to wait on the sidelines. An 
emerging confederacy of Mediterranean nations will 
consolidate new economic and political power, regulating 
the rise and fall of national currencies, controlling world 
trade, and managing the bulk of the world's energy 
reserves. 


> THE MODERN DARK AGES 


Belief in supernatural, mystical, and bizarre phenomena 
will grow from fad and superstition to a stampede of fear. 
Books, magazines, and movies about witchcraft, demons, 
and Satan worship will soften the Western consciousness. 
Satanic cults and strange cultic groups will be increasingly 
in the news. 

One factor that will have a traumatic effect on the 
world will be the fulfillment of what theologians call the 
rapture of the church—the sudden removal of every 
Christian from the world (1 Thess. 4:13-18). This will 
fulfill the promise of Christ to His disciples when He said, 
"I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am" (John 14:3). At that time Christians 
who have died will be resurrected, and every true Christian 
living in the world will be suddenly removed to heaven 
without experiencing death. The disappearance of millions 
of Christians in a moment of time will deepen the religious 
confusion. The organized church with every true Christian 
removed will fall into the hands of political opportunists. 
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Witchcraft, Satan worship, and demonism will become 
increasingly prevalent throughout the world. World leaders 
will seek alliance with religious leaders to consolidate their 
power in a modern culture as strange and mystical as the 
Dark Ages. 


>» ARMAGEDDON COUNTDOWN 


First, the Middle East must become the number one crisis 
in the world. Then as nations jockey to gain influence and 
control, a new world order will begin to emerge. This sets 
the stage for the emergence of a new ten-nation group that 
will superimpose a peaceful solution in a seemingly 
impossible situation. 

The first moves forming the ten nations will set the 
stage, but the precise countdown of seven years will begin 
with the signing of a "final" peace settlement with Israel. 
During the preliminary moves, the international balance of 
power will become more and more concentrated in a 
confederacy of Mediterranean and European nations. From 
the many negotiators and leaders involved in the Middle 
East, one new international leader will emerge to 
superimpose a peace settlement on Israel and the more 
militant Arabs. This will bring an era of false peace, a 
move toward disarmament, and a major push for a new 
world economic system. These first three-and-a-half years 
will be the calm before the storm as the new leader of the 
Mediterranean consolidates his power. 

The last three-and-a-half years will contain a series of 
almost inconceivable catastrophes. Just before this period 
begins, Russia will attempt a final bid for power for the 
Middle East, and her armies will be supernaturally 
destroyed (Ezekiel 38-39). The balance of power will 
swing decisively to the new strongman controlling the 
Mediterranean Confederacy. As Satan's man of the hour, he 
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will then attempt to destroy Israel, now disarmed and at 
peace. In the fashion of the Babylonian and Roman 
emperors, he will deify himself and command the worship 
of the world. Jews, professing Christians, and minorities of 
all kinds will be caught in a worldwide persecution that 
will exceed Hitler's methodical massacre of the Jews 
during World War II. 

The world will begin to come apart at the seams— 
worse than any ecologist's nightmare. Acts of man, 
resulting in thousands of martyrs, and acts of God will 
combine to cause great disturbances in the world and in the 
solar system. Stars will fall and planets will run off course, 
causing chaotic changes in climate (Rev. 16:13-14; 16:8-9). 
Unnatural heat and cold, flooding, and other disasters will 
wipe out much of the food production of the world (Rev. 
6:6-8). Great famines will cause millions to perish (Matt. 
24:7). Strange new epidemics will sweep the world, killing 
millions in spite of all that modern medicine can do. As the 
period draws to a close, earthquakes will level the great 
cities of the world, and geographic upheavals will cause 
mountains and islands to disappear into the sea (Rev. 
16:17-20). Disaster after disaster will reduce world 
population in the course of a few years to a fraction of its 
present billions. 


> FROM WORLD WAR III TO ARMAGEDDON 


Topping even these disasters will come a world war of 
unprecedented proportions. Hundreds of millions of men 
will be involved in a gigantic world power struggle 
centered in the Holy Land (Rev. 16:13-16). The area will 
become the scene of the greatest war of history. Great 
armies from the south, representing the millions of Africa, 
will pour into the battle arena (Dan. 11:40). Other great 
armies from the north, representing Russia and Europe, will 
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descend on Palestine (Dan. 11:40). Climaxing the struggle 
will be millions of men from the Orient and Red China 
who will cross the Euphrates River and join the fray (Dan. 
11:44; Rev. 9:15-16;16:12). Locked in this deadly struggle, 
millions of men will perish in the greatest war of all 
history. This is what the Bible describes as Armageddon. 
Before the war is finally resolved and the victor 
determined, Jesus Christ will come back in power and 
glory from heaven. His coming, accompanied by millions 
of angels and saints, is described in graphic terms in 
Revelation 19. Coming as the King of Kings and judge of 
the world, He will destroy the contending armies and bring 
in His own kingdom of peace and righteousness on earth. 

From many indications, students of biblical prophecy 
have concluded that the world is well on the road to 
Armageddon. What are its signposts? How near is the 
world to the end? What is the hope of the individual in a 
time such as this? What can anyone in this generation do to 
survive? The answers to these pointed questions are found 
in the prophetic program of God dealing with the end of the 
age, as prophecies relating to Israel, the world, and the 
church are fulfilled. In the center of the stage is the little 
nation Israel, insignificant in number among the billions of 
the world's population and yet the fuse for the final world 
conflict that is ahead. 
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THE IsRAELI-ARAB 
CONFLICT 


> THE SLENDER THREAD OF HOPE 


Hundreds of years have passed since the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the slaughter of a million Jews by the 
Roman armies in A.D. 70. These centuries have been 
perilous times for all Jews. As Jesus and the prophets 
predicted, the Jews have been scattered throughout the 
nations of the world, victims of the sword of Rome, the 
inquisitions of a misguided church, and the gas chambers 
of Germany. But the prophets' words of doom were always 
mixed with the promise of a new day. From these promises 
came the slender thread of hope that seemed to hold the 
Jews together as they struggled to maintain their identity as 
a people. 


> FREEDOM—LAND—PROSPERITY 


Unless the prophets were idle dreamers, Israel's ultimate 
future was secure. According to the Scriptures the Jewish 
people would not only survive but also discover their 
freedom and possess their land as a new and prosperous 
nation in the Middle East. Critics of the Bible have laughed 
at these promises to Abraham and prophecies that run 
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throughout the Pentateuch and the rest of the Old 
Testament, but these prophecies are inspired Scripture. 

The history of Israel since 1948 is a remarkable record 
of divine providence as God has miraculously preserved 
Israel, in spite of her unbelief in Christ, in keeping with His 
revealed prophetic program. The military conflicts that 
have engaged Israel have so far preserved and enlarged her 
position in her ancient land. The record of the history of 
these conflicts is as thrilling and prophetically significant a 
chronicle today as when it happened. 

The Jewish people, from Abraham to the orthodox Jew 
of today, have clung to these promises that have meant so 
much to Jews throughout the world. During the early war 
that threatened to exterminate Israel in 1956 and again in 
1967, Radio Jerusalem broadcast the words of the Lord 
through the prophet Amos: "I will bring back my exiled 
people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in 
them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they 
will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in 
their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I 
have given them, says the LORD your God" (Amos 9:14- 
15). 

The prophecies to Israel were clear. A future time of 
rebuilding in the Promised Land was clearly predicted after 
which Israel would never again be uprooted from her land. 
Was the birth of the nation of Israel in 1948 the beginning 
of the fulfillment of that promise? If so, no matter what the 
odds, no nation or group of nations would be able to push 
Israel into the sea. 


> ARAB GOAL: DESTROY ISRAEL 


From the standpoint of the Arab world, the presence of 
Israel in the Middle East is a festering sore that can only be 
remedied by radical surgery. Just as Israel has clung to its 
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hope of a Promised Land, so the Arab world has clung to 
its hope of driving Israel into the Mediterranean and 
restoring the entire land, including Jerusalem, to Arab 
possession. To the Arab world, it seemed only a matter of 
time until its superior numbers and rapidly increasing 
wealth would make the survival of the nation of Israel 
impossible. 


> WAR OF 1956: ARABS IN RETREAT 


The history of the Israeli-Arab struggle from the beginning 
of the founding of the nation of Israel in 1948 has been one 
of increasing strength on both sides. In October 1956, the 
efficient armies of Israel easily overran the Gaza Strip. If 
Israel had not been stopped by action of the major powers, 
Egypt would soon have fallen to the advancing armies of 
Israel. 


> RUSSIA TURNS AGAINST ISRAEL 


The years that followed were uneasy ones as Israel 
continued to have conflict with Egypt to the west, Syria to 
the north, and Jordan to the east. Under the leadership of 
Nasser, Egypt moved into closer alliance with the Soviet 
Union, which resulted in her receiving billions of dollars 
worth of military hardware. The Russian presence in the 
Middle East was painfully evident as thousands of Soviet 
military advisers poured into Egypt. Russian interference in 
the internal affairs of other Arab nations caused serious 
problems. Only strong United States and British 
intervention prevented direct Communist takeovers in the 
Middle East, as in July 1958, when United States Marines 
landed in Lebanon and British forces supported King 
Hussein in Jordan. 


> NO HELP FROM THE UNITED NATIONS 
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The Arab world, led by Nasser, continued to plot war 
against Israel. Nasser, under pressure from Syrian 
extremists, approved raids on Israel, even though it risked 
another war. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations obviously ignored the 
many border incidents designed to provoke Israel. When 
Secretary-General U Thant received a request from Israel 
to publish an official list of 100,000 border incidents since 
1949, permission was refused because the list was too long 
to be practical. Israel was finally provoked to attack the 
little Jordanian town of Ses Samu and methodically 
destroyed it. While the Arab incidents did not provoke the 
United Nations to action, Israel's attack brought a formal 
United Nations condemnation. It became clear that Israel 
could expect no help from the United Nations. 


> THE SIX-DAY WAR 


Russia was doing all it could to capitalize on the situation. 
In 1967 she sent exaggerated reports to both Egypt and 
Syria about Israel's war preparations. Nasser believed the 
hour had come to destroy the nation of Israel. The 
announced Arab goal was total war, total destruction of 
every Israelite, and the reclamation of the land. 

One step led to another, with both sides receiving 
inflammatory information. Finally, the Egyptians 
blockaded the crucial Israeli port of Eilat on the Gulf of 
Aqaba, making a confrontation inevitable. 

Israel decided her only hope of survival was to attack 
first. The zero day was 5 June 1967. In the early dawn 
Israeli jets, coming in low from the north and northwest, 
destroyed the Egyptian air force. At the same time, Israeli 
torpedo boats and commandos demolished most of Egypt's 
naval power. 
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> ISRAEL'S MIRACULOUS VICTORY 


The war that followed was devastating for the Arab world. 
Instead of exterminating Israel, Arab leaders saw their own 
armies and armaments ground to bits. Modern Israeli armor 
raced through the Sinai in a battle plan that drew heavily on 
strategies used in ancient battles in the same area, as 
recorded in the Bible and Jewish history. By the second 
day it became evident to Russia that her plan had backfired. 
Three billion dollars worth of investment in military aid to 
the Arab countries was almost completely lost. Jordan and 
Egypt were already prostrate, and Syria was in retreat. It 
was only a matter of hours before Israeli troops could have 
begun assaults on Cairo, Amman, and Damascus. Even 
Jews who formerly had no theological beliefs began to talk 
about God's miraculous intervention. 


> RUSSIA ATTEMPTS TO CALL A CEASE-FIRE 


As in the war of 1956, as soon as Israel's victory became 
apparent, the cry went up for a cease-fire. At first Russia 
opposed a cease-fire, until it became evident it was the 
Arabs' only hope. 

The United Nations, which had done little to prevent 
the outbreak of the war, was now insisting Israel should 
stop. But Israel would stop only under certain conditions. 
Israel wanted recognition as a sovereign state and some 
permanent basis for a lasting peace. 


> FINAL DAYS OF WAR IN 1967 


The Arabs were still not willing to admit the facts, and the 
war continued, widening Israel's occupation of territory. 
With utmost care to prevent damage to religious shrines, 
the Israelis took Jerusalem. A high emotional pitch was 
reached in the war as the Jews for the first time took 
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possession of the site of their ancient temple and the 
Wailing Wall. At the Wall hardened commandos broke 
down and cried for joy. 

General Dayan declared to the world press that the 
Jews had returned to their Holy of Holies, never to retreat 
again. The 1948 armistice had guaranteed their access to 
the Wailing Wall, but in the years that followed the 
promise had not been honored. 

Israel soon swept to the Jordan River, and the armies of 
Jordan were in retreat. The fact that Israel conquered the 
West Bank in a war which, in effect, they did not start but 
were forced into is the basis of their claim to the West 
Bank today. This is often overlooked in media handling of 
this problem. 

Jordan's early defeat came partly because Egypt had not 
fulfilled its pledge of air support. Meanwhile, the Israeli 
army continued its advance against Syria and Egypt. In 
spite of Russian help in many ways, the battle was unequal. 

Jordan ordered a cease-fire on Wednesday and was 
followed by Egypt on Thursday of that fateful week. Only 
Syria continued to struggle in spite of terrific odds. The 
Golan Heights, from which Syria had frequently 
bombarded Israel, were conquered by Israel at terrific cost. 
It was the beginning of the end for Syria, and in six short 
days the war was over. Though the military outcome of the 
war may be traced to Israel's skill in battle, the power of 
God is evident in the providential preservation of Israel in 
keeping with His revealed future for Israel. 


> NASSER'S MYTH OF AMERICAN AND BRITISH 
INTERVENTION 


Nasser soon realized that his dream of conquering Israel 
had been shattered. To cover his devastating defeat, he 
accused Britain and America of joining in the struggle on 
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Israel's side—a charge that was later proven to be totally 
false. On the concluding day of the war, Nasser, in a 
carefully rigged situation, announced his resignation. In 
spite of the terrible defeat of Egypt's army, the people 
clamored for Nasser's return. He continued to blame 
Egypt's defeat on British and American intervention— 
something that never took place. 


> RESULTS OF THE WAR OF 1967 


As a result of the war, Israel increased her territory from 
eight thousand to thirty-four thousand square miles and 
doubled her population. Most important from the prophetic 
point of view, Jerusalem was back in the hands of Israel. 
The prospect of another war was averted for the time being. 
Israel had suffered less than a thousand battle fatalities in 
contrast to thirty-five thousand Arab dead. Israel had 
tremendously increased her stature as a nation among 
nations and had left the military might of her enemies in 
shambles. The miraculous war of 1967 was not to be the 
last, but the world had begun to notice the prophets’ 
prediction that the Jews will "never again . . . be uprooted 
from the land I have given them" (Amos 9:15). 


> RUSSIA RESTOCKS EGYPT AND SYRIA 


The aftermath of the war of 1967 is now history, but 
history freighted with prophetic meaning. In the years that 
followed, Russia continued to arm Egypt, Syria, and other 
Arab countries. Considerable economic aid was given, and 
by 1972, twenty thousand Russian military personnel were 
in Egypt. Although Russia, at least outwardly, was 
attempting to hold down Egypt's warlike ambitions to 
conquer Israel, it seemed unmistakable that the long-range 
program involved just such a war. But Russia's growing 
military presence gave Egyptian leaders less and less 
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control of their own military strategy and decisions. 


> EGYPT BREAKS WITH RUSSIA 


In July 1972, in a dramatic ninety-minute speech, Anwar 
Sadat, Egypt's president, announced that all Russian 
military advisers should leave the country and that Egypt 
would control all its own military bases and equipment on 
Egyptian soil. This setback to Soviet ambitions in the 
Middle East was only a taste of a new Arab independence 
that would soon assert itself in the oil blackmail. 

The open disdain of the Russians toward the Egyptian 
army and the obvious manipulations for Russian control 
made Egyptians distrustful of Soviet ambitions. Egypt was 
convinced that Russia would never really equip Egyptians 
with sufficient first-class military weapons to win a 
decisive war with Israel. In this quarrel only part of the 
Russian soldiers left, and at least eleven thousand 
continued to man missile sites and defensive installations in 
Egypt. The open departure of thousands of Russians from 
Egypt was welcomed by the people who had little love for 
the Russians, but Egypt was in a difficult situation. Without 
some new Arab strategy for continuing their objectives, 
they were forced to continue an uneasy dependence on the 
Russians. 


> RUSSIA REPAIRS BREAK IN RELATIONS 


On their part, the Russians had left quickly and had 
carefully pulled out all the sophisticated equipment not in 
permanent installations. Many of their long-term projects 
were left unfinished. The flow of spare parts suddenly 
slowed, and Egypt discovered her awesome dependence on 
Russia for spare parts, ammunition, technical advisers,, and 
economic aid. The Arab countries had few friends to 
supply military equipment, and Egypt, at least, had no cash 
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reserves to purchase such supplies. Meanwhile, Russia had 
begun to offer other Arab nations extensive supplies and 
economic aid. Superficially, at least, the damage in 
relations between Russia and Egypt were repaired. Military 
supplies once again flowed. Meanwhile, new alliances 
were being formed between Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and 
important discussions were being held to devise a new 
Arab strategy. 


> THE OIL BLACKMAIL 


Behind the new politics in the Middle East was a shift from 
reliance on Russia to an independent strategy in 
international diplomacy. The Arab nations and Iran began 
to threaten the industrialized nations of the world with a 
new weapon—soaring oil prices and an oil embargo against 
unfriendly nations. 

By September 1973 the pressure was already on the 
United States to withhold support from Israel as the price 
for a continued flow of oil. While this situation had been 
anticipated for years, it suddenly began to take a new and 
dangerous form. 

The need for oil was now complicated by the rapid 
increase in use of fuel throughout the world. In the United 
States the shortage of oil and refining capacity was acute. 
Ecologists had succeeded in slowing progress of the Alaska 
pipeline, offshore exploration for oil, and the construction 
of nuclear power plants. Now lack of oil as a critical fuel 
was a worldwide threat. 

Libya, under its emotional leader Muammar Kaddafi, 
nationalized all its oil industry, giving itself control over 
exports of oil to the United States and Europe. The goal 
was to put pressure on the United States to withdraw its 
support of Israel. Unrecognized was the fact that biblical 
prophecy had something significant to say about the 
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preservation of Israel. 


> WAR PREPARATION IN 1973 


Meanwhile, preludes to the conflict that erupted on Yom 
Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, were already 
evident. Syrian MIG 21's challenged a flight of Israeli 
Mirages and Phantoms. The result was catastrophic for 
Syria, with thirteen of its planes lost and only one Israeli 
plane downed. This confrontation occurred as Arab leaders, 
including Syria's President Hafez Assad and Jordan's King 
Hussein, were gathered for a summit meeting with Egypt's 
President Anwar Sadat. Strange to say, the Arab Summit 
issued no ultimatums but was evidently busy repairing its 
internal alliances. 

On 6 October 1973 the new war erupted as the streets 
of the cities of Israel were empty while people in the 
synagogues observed Yom Kippur. Suddenly, reserve units 
of Israel's army were called to active duty, and within hours 
air-raid sirens signaled that a war was underway. 


> EARLY ARAB VICTORIES 


Egypt attacked the Sinai Peninsula by launching bridges 
across the Suez, with thousands of Egyptian soldiers and 
armor streaming across the bridges to occupy a large 
section of the Sinai Peninsula. At the same time Syrian 
armored forces attacked the Golan Heights, overrunning 
the few Israeli defenders. The cease-fire that had closed the 
Middle East fighting in 1967 was in shambles. Another 
bloody war was underway. But this time it was different. 
The Arabs had attacked first, and Israel purposely had held 
back to make clear that they were the defenders, not the 
attackers. Militarily, this gave Israel considerable 
disadvantage and greatly increased the casualties. 
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> WORLD REACTION 


The war took most of the world by surprise. It was assumed 
that Russia and the United States had agreed not to support 
a war in the Middle East, and even the Arabs had given 
indications of yielding to diplomacy rather than to military 
action. The objectives of the new war were not clear, as 
this time it seemed evident that the Arabs had no illusions 
of wiping Israel off the map. What they wanted was 
territory to be used as a basis for negotiation, a victory that 
would force Israel to make concessions. In this they almost 
succeeded. In one respect they were successful. The new 
unity Arab nations experienced during the war and the 
obvious economic clout of the oil blackmail began 
preparations for a new Arab plan. Their goal was to control 
the Middle East with a new diplomacy that would radically 
upset the balance of power in the world. 


> MOUNTING CASUALTIES OF THE WAR 


In the early days of the war Egypt was able to conquer a 
large portion of the Sinai Peninsula. Russia had furnished 
the Arabs with its latest sophisticated weapons. On the 
ground, Egyptian infantrymen using "Sagger" missiles 
were able to destroy Israeli tanks with one direct hit, and 
the weapon could be manned by a single soldier. The new 
Soviet SAM-6 missiles proved to have deadly accuracy in 
knocking Israel's planes out of the sky. Although some 
Egyptian planes were also hit in the confusion, the toll of 
Israeli men, tanks, and planes was tremendous. This was 
clearly a different war from 1967. The simultaneous 
fighting on two fronts against a heavily armored and fully 
equipped enemy taxed Israel's military capabilities. This 
time the Arabs did not flee at the first sign of conflict but in 
many cases proved themselves efficient soldiers. 
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> THE TIDE TURNS IN ISRAEL'S FAVOR 


As the war progressed, Israel's disciplined forces began to 
take their toll. Soon they had conquered a good portion of 
Syria and were in striking distance of Damascus. 
Exploiting a breakthrough at the Suez Canal, Israel began 
to sweep across the west shore of the Suez. Israel poured 
men and armor onto the western side of the Suez in an 
attempt to surround and isolate the Egyptian Third Army 
caught on the eastern side of the canal. Israel was soon in a 
position to cut off the Egyptian armies that had crossed the 
Suez into the Sinai Peninsula. Within days the missile sites 
on the western banks of the Suez could have been taken by 
the Israelis, which would have allowed the Israeli air force 
to pound the Third Army into submission. 


> RUSSIA PRESSES FOR A CEASE-FIRE 


Once again the Arab armies were on the defensive, and 
Russia again began to press for a cease-fire that would be 
to the advantage of the Arabs. When the war was finally 
stopped, twenty thousand Egyptian soldiers were pinned 
east of the Suez Canal with no route back to their 
homeland. Israeli military leaders were bitter about 
stopping the war only days before a clear victory on the 
Suez front. 

Meanwhile, Russia and the United States both had been 
busy restocking their allies. Almost as soon as the war 
began, Russia started to restock Syria and Egypt. The 
United States countered with an equal supply of arms for 
Israel. By the end of the war, both sides had replaced all the 
equipment that had been lost. 

Any real peace for the region would involve long and 
tedious negotiation. Taken as a whole, however, the Middle 
East situation was still controlled by Russia and the United 
States. In the 1970s the United States was the sole support 
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of Israel; Russia was committed to complete support of the 
Arab world; and the rest of the nations of the world were 
immobilized for fear of antagonizing the Arabs. Radical 
Palestinian groups seemed determined to continue the 
violence and bloodshed until they were given a homeland 
in Palestine. 


> CAMP DAVID ACCORDS 


The history of Israel since the war of 1973 has been a 
troubled one. In Israel itself, conflicting parties, none of 
which had a majority, made a specific political policy 
difficult to maintain. In the easing of Israeli-Egyptian 
tensions after the Yom Kippur War in 1973, relaxed 
relations became evident with Egypt. Anwar Sadat, the 
Egyptian president, was ready to form a peace settlement 
with Israel. In a record-making gesture, he addressed the 
Knesset in Jerusalem and met with Prime Minister Begin of 
Israel. 

As a result of this relaxed tension, the U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter met with Begin and Sadat in September 1978 
at Camp David in the United States. Their meeting resulted 
in what is known as the Camp David Accords, which had 
the goal of establishing peace between Egypt and Israel as 
well as a comprehensive peace for the entire Middle East. 
Though the first objective was met, the second was not 
achieved. Egypt and Israel, however, signed the peace 
treaty in Washington, D.C. in March 1979, and for the first 
time the two nations exchanged diplomatic representations. 
In keeping with this accord, Israel agreed to withdraw from 
a portion of the Sinai Peninsula belonging to Egypt that had 
been won in the 1973 war. 

With Egypt somewhat reconciled to the existence of 
Israel in the Middle East, the military situation was 
radically changed. It was impossible for Syria and Jordan 
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to mount a successful war against Israel on their own. 


> INVASION OF LEBANON 


Tensions, however, continued with the PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organization), which began increased attacks 
upon Israel after the 1973 war. Organized in 1964 with the 
goal to establish a Palestinian state for the Arabs, the PLO, 
in raids from Lebanon, became increasingly an irritant to 
Israel. The result was that Israel, after a preliminary 
invasion of southern Lebanon in 1978, began a more 
formal invasion of Lebanon in 1982, which succeeded in 
conquering much of Lebanon and removing the PLO bases 
that faced Israel's northern border. 

The war in Lebanon was treated in the media with 
obvious bias against Israel, and often news reports were 
nothing more than a restatement of PLO bulletins. Often 
destruction and loss of life caused by the PLO were blamed 
on Israel. The occupation of Lebanon was costly in both 
lives and money, and Israel finally withdrew from Lebanon 
in 1985. The Israelis learned that even a strong military 
power has few acceptable options to contain and control 
terrorism. 

Random acts of terrorism became commonplace in 
Israel. Widespread demonstrations against Israel, both in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, resulted in constant 
clashes between Israeli troops and the protesters, resulting 
in many deaths on both sides. This violence continued into 
the 1990s. 

Israel has emerged as a first-rate military power with an 
efficient and well-equipped war machine. Israel entered the 
1990s with nuclear weapons and a capacity to strike 
anywhere in the region. But is this enough to protect the 
Jewish people from their fanatical and determined 
enemies? The sudden outbreak of open war in the Middle 
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East would certainly escalate into chemical or nuclear war. 
The Israeli population has much to fear. 


> NEW ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 


Alongside these important events in Israel a conflict raged 
between Iraq and Iran during this period. In 1979 an 
internal revolution took place in Iran, and Ayatollah 
Khomeini threw out the previous monarchy and established 
a new Islamic republic. In effect, Islamic law became the 
basis of the religious life of Iran, and Khomeini was 
appointed the first ruling faqih of the Islamic republic. 

Khomeini used the power of his position to kill 
hundreds of those who had opposed him in one way or 
another, and he held the country of Iran in his grip until his 
death in 1989. During this period Iran financed and 
supported fanatical terrorist groups throughout the Middle 
East and Europe. 


> SADDAM HUSSEIN SEIZES POWER IN IRAQ 


Meanwhile, Iraq came under the control of Saddam 
Hussein who began a war with Iran in 1980 over territorial 
disputes. This war raged on for eight years. Finally in 
August 1988 a cease-fire was achieved, but not before there 
had been a million casualties on both sides. Neither side 
was able to conquer the other. In the struggle for power 
after Khomeini died in 1989, Iran's new president was 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. The war ended in August 1990 with 
an exchange of prisoners. 

The fact that Babylon, the capital of the ancient 
Babylonian Empire, was in Iraq gave Hussein the ambition 
of establishing a new Babylonian Empire with himself in 
the role of Nebuchadnezzar. His first attempt to expand his 
influence failed. His goal, however, was to establish a 
strong government that would dominate the oil of the 
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Persian Gulf. This, in turn, would give Hussein a strong 
base for the destruction of Israel. 


> IRAQ'S MOVE TO ABSORB KUWAIT 


In August 1990 the armies of Iraq invaded Kuwait, a small 
but wealthy oil nation, which greatly increased the power 
of Iraq in controlling the oil of the Middle East. If the 
invading armies had moved rapidly into Saudi Arabia, 
Hussein might have controlled 50% of the oil of the world. 
Within three days the United States and other nations 
replied by sending military forces to Saudi Arabia to 
protect the flow of oil to the West. 

The rise of such military action in the Middle East is an 
important prophetic development. While wars in Korea, 
Vietnam, and Europe were not necessarily prophetically 
significant, all end-time prophecy pictures the Middle East 
as the center of political, financial, and military power at 
the end time. 

For many years the explanation for this has been the 
presence of a major portion of the world's oil, with the 
entire Middle East contributing about 64% of the world's 
oil. Apart from this factor, the Middle East would lack the 
power, politically or financially, to influence the world. 

Are the immense resources of oil in the Middle East 
part of the divine plan to make the Middle East the theater 
of end-time events even as it was in the history of the 
ancient world? Though the conflicts in the Persian Gulf are 
not the immediate subject of prophecy, they fit into the 
general pattern of end-time events that picture cataclysmic 
events leading up to the second coming of Christ, including 
a final world war that will feature its majors battles in the 
Holy Land of Israel. 


> THE MIRACLE OF ISRAEL'S SURVIVAL 
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In the center of the stage of the new Middle East situation 
is the continued presence and strength of the nation of 
Israel. The promises and prophecies about Israel to be 
fulfilled during her period of regathering and struggle to 
survive involve many details which are explained in 
chapter 5 of this book. One thing is clear—the last few 
decades of Israel's history have been miraculous, although 
deeply rooted in their ancient past. 

The historical development of the Old Testament 
centers around Abraham and his descendants as a people 
chosen by God. They were heirs of the Promised Land and 
the prophesied source of the Messiah, the future King of 
Kings and Savior of the people of God. The Old Testament 
also contains sweeping prophecies concerning a period 
called the Time of the Gentiles. The New Testament 
confirms and then elaborates these prophecies, explaining 
that the Time of the Gentiles includes not only the 
domination of history by non-Jewish nations but also the 
rise of the Christian church. During this period both Jew 
and non-Jew could participate equally in the spiritual 
blessings offered freely to all by the promised Messiah. 


> A NOTE OF WARNING 


The emergence of Israel and the struggle for international 
power in the Middle East may well be a note of warning 
that the end of the Time of the Gentiles is only years away. 
The fact that Europe and Western nations have dominated 
history for the last thousand years has not set aside the 
promises to Israel and the promises of judgment and doom 
on all the nations who have afflicted her. The prophet 
Jeremiah gave this note of warning: ""'But all who devour 
you will be devoured; all your enemies will go into exile. 
Those who plunder you will be plundered; all who make 
spoil of you I will despoil. But I will restore you to health 


44 


The Israeli-Arab Conflict 


and heal your wounds,' declares the LORD, 'because you 
are called an outcast, Zion for whom no one cares" (Jer. 
30:16-17). 

During a time of intense persecution of Jews and 
Christians, the apostle Paul clearly indicated that the Old 
Testament promises for Israel were still to be fulfilled. Paul 
wrote, "I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no 
means!" (Rom. 11:1). The apostle then explained that the 
founding and success of the church during the Time of the 
Gentiles was a mystery, not explained until New Testament 
times. But he warned his readers not to be ignorant, that 
this would not change the promises to Israel. Their day of 
restoration will be preceded by a terrible time of trouble— 
the Great Tribulation—but their ultimate deliverance is 
assured when her "'deliverer will come from Zion" (Rom. 
11:26). 


> THE BIBLE PROVED TRUE AGAIN 


Israel's future was predicted in great detail by both the Old 
and New Testaments, with the proof of the accuracy and 
truthfulness of the Bible intertwined with the eventual fate 
of the nation of Israel. Against overwhelming odds, the 
Jewish people have survived. The Roman Empire was 
devoured and spoiled. The Russian czar who persecuted the 
Jews became a prey. The German Reich was destroyed. 
And now, miraculously, Israel is back in the land. 

What will become of the Jews who have survived 
overwhelming odds? What is the new and dangerous threat 
of the oil blackmail? Will this shake-up in international 
policy lead to the Mediterranean confederacy predicted to 
dominate the world at the end time? Will tensions explode 
into the final desperate hours of the Time of the Gentiles? 
Only biblical prophecies hold the answers to these 
important questions about the future. 
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Though many of the details of the struggle in the 
Middle East are not a direct fulfillment of prophecy, the 
statement of Christ concerning the place of war is being 
fulfilled precisely: ""You will hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things 
must happen, but the end is still to come" (Matt. 24:6). The 
important factor that is new is the fact that wars in other 
parts of the world were not biblically important, but 
tensions in the Middle East seem to be an ominous 
development that may lead to the final great struggle, 
climaxing in Armageddon and the second coming of 
Christ. 
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> ANEW ARAB UNITY 


In the aftermath of the war of 1967, it soon became 
apparent that the relative military strength of Israel, Egypt, 
and Syria was only part of the total problem. Although the 
war did not end in victory for either Egypt or Syria, it 
indicated for the first time that with the help of adequate 
military support in personnel and equipment, the Arab 
countries would sooner or later have the military capacity 
to overwhelm Israel with her relatively small population. 
But would the rest of the world, especially the United 
States and Europe, allow Israel to be destroyed by war? 
Some new strategy was needed to make the Arab bloc 
independent of Russian support and free from possible 
intervention by a Russian-United States decision to 
preserve the status quo. If possible, this strategy should 
also attempt to separate Israel from her allies, specifically 
the United States and Western Europe. 

One of the important results of the war in 1973 was to 
bring the Arab nations together in a new unity that had 
never before been realized. Although the unity was 
manifested partially in the military conflict, it became 
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increasingly evident that the Arab world's bid for power 
was going to be based on its control of the major oil 
resources of the world. In a new show of unity, the Arab 
world in November 1973 reduced its production of oil 
below the previous norm and in the process attempted to 
embargo nations that favored Israel, principally the United 
States and the Netherlands. The grim prospect of having 
insufficient fuel for homes, industry, and military use sent 
shock waves around the world. A new war was in progress, 
an economic war of tremendous implications to the entire 
world. For the first time in centuries, the Middle East 
became a major component in every international 
consideration. 


> THE WORLD ENERGY CRISIS 


The rapid increase in consumption of energy throughout 
the world had been noted by experts for years, but 
warnings of an impending crisis fell largely on deaf ears. In 
industry, oil had proved to be cheaper and easier to use 
than coal. Much of the electrical generated capacity of the 
United States, especially in the East, depended upon energy 
derived from oil. In addition, ecologists had pointed out the 
air pollution caused by coal, particularly by the lower 
grades of coal that were economically feasible for 
industrial use. 

The rapid increase of automobile travel, especially in 
the United States, also presented a rising demand for oil for 
which there was no suitable substitute. Any reduction in oil 
would inevitably affect automobile travel and with it the 
total automobile industry. The prospect of limited supplies 
of gasoline threatened the lifestyle as well as the economic 
prosperity of the United States, since one out of every six 
people in the United States is employed in some way by the 
automobile industry. Europe and Japan were even more 
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dependent on oil from outside sources, and the threat of 
limited oil produced panic unprecedented since the days of 
World War II. A whole new alignment of international 
power was underway, and no one could accurately predict 
the future. 


> THE VITAL ROLE OF MIDDLE EAST OIL 


On the basis of proved oil reserves, the Arab world was in 
a good position to control oil production and blackmail 
other nations. The Middle East and Northern Africa had 
approximately two-thirds of the known oil reserves of the 
world lying below their desert sands. 

In addition, these countries had sophisticated handling 
and processing facilities that had been developed by the 
major Western oil companies. In rapid succession these 
facilities were nationalized. A few national leaders could 
now control not only a major portion of the world's oil 
reserves but some of the most advanced production and 
processing facilities in the world. Without a continued 
supply of Middle East oil, the industrial giants of the West 
simply did not have the energy needed for industrial 
production, transportation, electricity, and heat. 

Of all the nations of the world, the United States was 
the largest consumer, using one-third of the total oil 
production of the world. Still, the U.S. took no decisive 
action in the face of Arab threats, but managed to survive 
the 1973 embargo through a variety of indirect maneuvers, 
including increased imports from Iran. But these tactics 
would provide no lasting solutions for the future. As a non- 
Arab but Moslem country, Iran soon strengthened ties with 
her Arab neighbors. 


> THE 1973 EMBARGO 


The crisis of 1973 is now history, but its components 
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continue to be the major world problem in the 1990s. In the 
battle to control world oil, the first step was to restrict oil 
output and delivery of Arab oil to the entire world. The 
cutback was linked to a demand for Israel's complete 
withdrawal from all lands that it had occupied by war, 
including the restoration of Jerusalem, or at least a portion 
of it, to the Arabs. Led by King Faisal of Saudi Arabia, the 
Arabs promised to restrict the shipment of oil to the entire 
world and embargo oil to selected nations like the United 
States. Along with the restrictions on the amount of oil 
delivered were shocking increases in the price of oil. 

In short-term results, the Arab oil blackmail proved that 
Europe, Japan, and the smaller emerging industrial nations 
were more vulnerable to political manipulation than the 
United States and Russia, and this fact continues in the 
1990s. The impact in Europe was felt immediately as 
thermostats had to be turned down and automobile use 
restricted. As the price of oil went up, so did almost 
everything else. 

Japan was forced to pay out increasing billions for oil 
imports, resulting in a temporary decline in its economy 
and increasing inflation. Within a year the inflation rates 
doubled in many countries, including Italy, France, 
Belgium, and Great Britain. Great Britain braced itself for 
the worst economic days since the 1930s, muddling 
through until North Sea oil production would solve some of 
the country's economic woes. 

But the price of Persian Gulf crude oil was not lowered 
after the crisis of 1973-1974. High oil prices and the 
continued pressure for price increases began to erode the 
economic stability of the Western world. The Arab oil 
blackmail had begun the fastest transfer of money in 
history. A few Middle Eastern countries were accumulating 
more wealth more quickly than even the Conquistadors 
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when they seized the gold of the Incas. And the final price 
would not be exacted in gold alone, but in the political and 
economic reshaping of the world. 


> UNITED STATES OIL POTENTIAL—GOING IT 
ALONE 


Immediately after the energy crisis in 1973, the entire 
world began with new determination to increase oil 
discovery and production. The rise in oil prices suddenly 
made costly exploration and production methods worth the 
risk. But moves toward stimulating increased production or 
extensive exploration soon faltered in the U.S. as 
politicians debated and disagreed over energy policy 
decisions. Self-sufficiency seemed only a political slogan 
as the U.S. continued to play into the hands of the oil 
exporters. 

When oil prices increased in the 1970s, it set off a 
drilling boom in the U.S. But that, combined with prior 
discoveries in Prudhoe Bay, lifted U.S. production only 4% 
from 1979 to 1985. Then production began falling again. In 
1985 the U.S. imported less than 30% of its oil. By 1990 
the U.S. was importing almost 50% of its needed oil. 

The gap between U.S. oil consumption and USS. 
production increased every year from 1985 to 1990. The 
U.S. is clearly no longer one of the world's great producers 
of oil. To reverse the decline would require gigantic new 
reserves several times larger than Prudhoe Bay. 

Of all the major oil importers, the U.S. had seemed to 
be in the best position to develop self-sufficiency at the 
time of the Arab oil embargo. Yet as time passed, the U.S. 
was unable to move forward with a decisive energy 
program. 

But stopping the dependence on foreign oil will not be 
easy. Increased exploration and development cannot solve 
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the problem without painful conservation and a switch to 
alternative fuels. Does the U.S. have the will to reduce its 
dependence on foreign oil? Why would America allow its 
economic future to be destroyed by international events it 
cannot control? 


> WHOM CAN ISRAEL TRUST? 


From the standpoint of Israel, the situation is decidedly an 
unhappy one. How long will America continue to defend 
Israel's interests when the U.S. itself so desperately needs 
oil from the Persian Gulf? The U.S. became deeply 
committed to the defense of Saudi Arabia with the military 
airlift in 1990. How long will the U.S. be willing to commit 
its military forces in the region? With the history of U.S. 
withdrawal from Vietnam, where many more millions were 
involved and many American lives invested, is America in 
any mood to sacrifice again for any country across the 
seas? 

In this psychological and political struggle between 
Israel and the Arab world, Israel found itself in a new series 
of dilemmas that have crossed political lines and have 
created new tensions and problems. The path ahead 
promises to be bitter, not only for Israel but for Jews 
around the world. For the leadership of the United States, a 
difficult choice is shaping up—either to abandon unilateral 
support of Israel's interests, incurring the enmity of the 
Jewish population of the world, or to favor Israel and lose 
the friendship of friendly Arab states and the industrialized 
nations around the world. 

Inevitably, major concessions would have to be made at 
the expense of the power and security of Israel. New 
alliances between Middle Eastern and European leaders 
would eventually result in decisions that could drastically 
reshape the balance of wealth and power on this planet. 
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OIL RESOURCES OF THE WORLD IN BILLIONS OF BARRELS | 


SAUDI ARABIA 
254,959 


IRAQ 
100,000 


KUWAIT 
94, 525 


IRAN 
92, 860 


ABU DHABI 
92, 205 


VENEZUELA 
58, 504 


SOVIET UNION 
58, 400 


MEXICO 
56, 365 


UNITED STATES 
25, 860 


CHINA 
24,000 


LIBYA 
22,800 


NIGERIA 
16, 000 


NORWAY 
11, 546 


ALGERIA 
9, 200 


INDONESIA 
8, 200 


INDIA 
7, 516 


CANADA 
6, 133 


NEUTRAL ZONE 
(KUWAIT) 5, 200 


QATAR 
4, 500 


EQYPT 
4, 500 


———— oo 


s 
3 
z 
3 
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Source: Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration, Oil and Gas Journal, 1990 
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The Middle East unquestionably controls the oil 
desperately needed by the entire world. 

The Arab countries and Iran have achieved a new kind 
of power. They have oil, but they also have a powerful new 
relationship to Western industrialized nations. 

These countries supply the oil, but they also supply the 
money needed for industrial investment and to finance 
government deficits. As purchasers of vast amounts of 
military hardware, machinery, and technology, they could 
choose to buy or not to buy from any particular country. In 
terms of money alone, the Arab countries have a vast 
amount of investable income that can be moved from bank 
to bank or country to country—which could play havoc 
with world currencies and world trade. 

In long-term results, the Arab countries and Iran have 
been able to consolidate both wealth and power. Iran has 
continued to supply oil even though its government has 
been in crisis for a number of years. The cost to the world, 
and especially to Israel, would not just be calculated in 
petrodollars. These new realities are forcing a closer 
relationship between key European countries and some of 
the most powerful countries in the Middle East. As 
predicted in Scripture, eventually a group of no more than 
ten nations will seize the opportunity to force a settlement 
in the Middle East and become the most dominant political 
force in the world. 


> END-TIME PROPHECY IN THE MAKING 


The Bible predicts that a new alignment of nations, a 
Mediterranean Confederacy with great economic and 
political power, will emerge near the end of the Time of the 
Gentiles. Until this time there has been neither the wealth 
nor the international need for such a shift in the balance of 
power. But Europe's industrialized nations must have a 
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secure, guaranteed flow of oil. Europe's need may result in 
a special economic and political agreement, a cartel, in 
which the money spent on oil would be returned by the 
Arab bloc for investment, agricultural goods, and 
technology. The strength of such a cartel would quickly 
eclipse what either the United States or Russia would be 
able to accomplish during the next ten years. The political 
and economic implications to the world would be no less 
than those occurring when the Roman Empire combined 
many nations into one political and economic unity 
dominating the Mediterranean. 

The most significant factor in the present Middle East 
situation is that the Middle East has risen to heights of 
world power such as have not been possible since the 
destruction of the Roman Empire. The prophetic 
significance of this rise in power in the Middle East is 
tremendous, and from a biblical standpoint it is the most 
dramatic evidence that the world scene is shaping up for 
Armageddon. 


> THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA IN 
DECLINE 


While the United States and Russia are the two greatest 
powers in the present world international scene, prophecy 
does not indicate that either will figure largely in end-time 
events. The decline of Russia as an international power, 
with the changes in Germany and Eastern Europe, is 
already evident. Russia does not figure largely in end-time 
prophecy. No specific prophecy whatever is found 
concerning the role of the United States, indicating that its 
contribution will be a secondary one as the world moves on 
to Armageddon. Even the United States, though probably 
the most influential nation in the world, is hampered by a 
huge financial debt that has made it impossible for them to 
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participate in the aid to Russia that Germany has 
undertaken. 

From a prophetic standpoint, the nations that now 
occupy the center of the scene will eventually give way to a 
political and economic power of the Middle East. 

There will arise in the Middle East a new center of 
political and economic power, a new dramatic leader, and a 
new rapid sequence of events for which the present 
situation serves as a well-equipped stage. 


> THE PROPHETIC DESTINY OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST 


Civilization began in the Middle East with the creation of 
Adam and Eve. It was there that the great empires of the 
past rose and fell—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. 

It will be in the Middle East that the future world 
government will have its center of political and economic 
power. The enigma of how the underdeveloped Middle 
East could ever become the center of world history again 
has suddenly been solved by the tremendous wealth and 
power latent in the oil reserves of the area. Already 
strategic geographically as the hub of three continents, the 
Middle East is destined in the future to take a leading role 
in international and business affairs. 


> THE COMING CRISIS—HOW FAR AWAY? 


The coming crisis in the Middle East cannot be far away. 
The oil supply of the Middle East may run out in another 
generation. If the Middle East is to rise to power, now is its 
hour of opportunity. If the Arab world is to attain its goals, 
it must act quickly. 
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PALESTINE: LAND 
OF PROMISE AND 
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> THE HORIZONTAL VIEW OF PROPHECY 


The promises and prophecy pertaining to Israel are 
intricately interwoven throughout the entire Bible. Some 
involve general promises, but most involve specific and 
detailed glimpses into the future. When the prophets 
described future events, it was as if they were looking 
horizontally at distant mountain peaks. They described 
these peaks of history in vivid detail but often had little 
understanding of the vast valleys of time that separated the 
events they described. 

Many of the prophecies about Israel are especially 
confusing unless they are carefully fitted together and 
compared to the history of the Jewish people and the Land 
of Promise. Three times the Jews have been scattered from 
the land—and three times they have returned. The 
prophecies of their scattering and return must be compared 
to the actual historical facts. Jerusalem has been destroyed 
many times. It is important to ask what prophecies have 
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been fulfilled and which can be expected to be fulfilled in 
the future. Many of these ancient prophecies that have not 
yet taken place may well occur within our lifetime. The 
prophecies in the Bible make it clear that Palestine's past, 
present, and future are a key to what will happen next in 
the world. 


> PROPHETIC QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
PROMISED LAND 


When the biblical promises and prophecies spoke of the 
Promised Land, did they describe an actual land with 
geographic boundaries? Was this literal or figurative 
language? If the promise of the land was an actual 
geographic location, have the Jews ever possessed it? Do 
they possess it or have a chance of possessing it today? 

If the land was promised and prophesied as a reward for 
obedience, is it possible that disobedience and unbelief 
have caused the promise to be withdrawn? Is the promise 
restated in the New Testament? Are there conditions to that 
promise? 

The answer to these important questions requires a 
further investigation into the specifics of the promises and 
prophecies about Israel. These specifics must then be 
compared to the actual history of the Jewish people and the 
Land of Promise. 


> ABRAM, THE MAN OF DESTINY 


The twentieth century has witnessed one of the greatest 
miracles of world history—the restoration of an ancient 
people to the land of their fathers after centuries of being 
scattered among every nation of the world. The story of 
Israel's return, stirring as it is, has deep roots that reach 
back four thousand years to the city of Ur of the Chaldees, 
an ancient city in Mesopotamia located not far from 
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Babylon. It was there that Abram, a man of destiny, lived 
in a city of advanced culture. To Abram came the 
command to leave the land of his fathers and go to a land 
God would show him. The story of Abram begins in 
Genesis 11:27 and ends with his death in Genesis 25:8. In a 
book that devotes only three chapters to describing the 
origin of the world, fourteen chapters are devoted to the life 
of Abram. 

In partial obedience to God's command to go to a new 
land, Abram left his home and became a tent dweller, 
moving first a thousand miles to the northwest to Haran, 
where he lived until his father died. Then another 
pilgrimage, this time another thousand miles to the 
southwest, brought him to the Land of Promise. It was 
there that Abram lived and died. 

To Abram, man of destiny, God gave great promises. 
He promised to make him a great man (Gen. 12:2); He 
promised to make of his posterity a great nation (Gen. 
12:2). Through Abram God promised that all families of 
the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). 

History has recorded the literal fulfillment of these 
promises. The name Abram, later changed to Abraham, 
meaning "father of nations," has been a great name, revered 
alike by Jew, Christian, and Muslim. Not only the nation of 
Israel, but the whole Arab world descended from Abraham. 
As God promised, Abraham's posterity indeed has become 
as the sands of the sea and the stars of the heaven— 
innumerable (Gen.13:16;15:5). Through Abraham came the 
prophets, the writers of the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, and Jesus Christ—the Son of Abraham, the 
Son of David. The nations that have blessed the 
descendants of Abraham have been blessed; the nations 
that have cursed the sons of Abraham have been cursed 
(Gen. 12:3). The judgments of God have fallen upon 
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Israel's oppressors—Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Rome, and, 
in more modern times, Spain, Germany, and Russia. The 
final judgments will come when the Time of the Gentiles 
ends. 


> THE PROMISE OF THE LAND 


In the center of God's promises to Abraham are the 
promises to give his descendants a land. The whole drama 
of Abraham's life revolved around his willingness to leave 
Ur of the Chaldees to go to a new Land of Promise. The 
promise did not simply involve spiritual blessing; the 
lifelong pilgrimage of Abraham was a necessary part of the 
fulfillment of the promise for a land. 

In Genesis 15 the confirmation of the promise is stated 
in no uncertain terms. Abraham's faith in leaving his 
homeland to find the Land of Promise was rewarded with a 
detailed explanation of the promise. The biblical narrative 
presents the description of the land in definite terms with 
clear geographic boundaries, and it even indicates the 
peoples who inhabited the land at that time: "On that day 
the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, 'To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the Euphrates—the land of the Kenites, 
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites™ (Gen. 
15:18-21). 

This biblical account clearly referred to a specific 
geographical land, not some general blessing or a promise 
of heaven. The continued revelation of God to Abram 
elaborated the promise again as recorded in Genesis 17. 
Here Abram's name was changed to Abraham because of 
the promise that he would be the father of many nations. 

The promise of the land is tied to the promise of a 
continuing heritage: "I will establish my covenant as an 
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everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be 
your God and the God of your descendants after you. The 
whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will 
give as an everlasting possession to you and your 
descendants after you; and I will be their God" (Gen. 17:7- 
8). 

The meaning to Abraham and the early readers of 
Scripture is clear. The land promised was Palestine, 
stretching from the Sinai Desert north and east to the 
Euphrates River. This would include all the holdings of 
present-day Israel, Lebanon, and the West Bank of Jordan, 
plus substantial portions of Syria, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. 
What is even more interesting is that by the time of Genesis 
17 the ultimate outcome of the covenant was clearly not 
conditioned on later obedience. The covenant was 
described as an everlasting covenant, and the land of 
Canaan promised as an everlasting possession. 


> DELAYED POSSESSION OF THE LAND 


But Abraham never possessed the land. He was one 
hundred years old when God miraculously enabled him to 
have a son, Isaac, to fulfill His promises. But even after the 
birth of Isaac, Abraham did not possess the land, except for 
the small portion that he bought as a burial plot for Sarah. 
Instead, God plainly told him that his posterity for 
hundreds of years would not possess the land. They would, 
in fact, leave the Land of Promise and go to a land that was 
not theirs (Gen. 15:13), and only later would they return to 
possess the land. 


> THE FIRST DEPARTURE FROM THE LAND 


History has recorded how the children of Israel went down 
to the land of Egypt in the time of Joseph. Sold by his 
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brothers into slavery, Joseph was eventually exalted to a 
high position of authority because of his interpretation of a 
prophetic dream of Pharaoh. Because of his position, 
Joseph was able to provide for his relatives and they were 
welcome in Egypt. In due time his father, Jacob, the 
grandson of Abraham, and his brothers and their families 
came to Egypt to survive the years of famine. There Israel 
grew from a large family of seventy to a nation of two or 
three million. 


> ISRAEL IN EGYPT 


Meanwhile, there had been a change of rule in Egypt, and 
Israel as an expanding alien population was no longer 
welcome. They found themselves in affliction as slaves of a 
cruel Pharaoh who sought their extermination and began a 
plan of killing every male child shortly after birth. In that 
hour of Israel's crisis, Moses was born, adopted by the 
daughter of Pharaoh, educated in the palaces of Egypt, and 
prepared to be Israel's deliverer. 


> THE FIRST RETURN 


The book of Exodus records the first return to the land. 
This return was marred by forty years of wandering in the 
wilderness because of Israel's unbelief. Finally successful, 
however, Israel first conquered the land to the east of the 
Jordan. During this first return, the explicit promise of a 
land for the Jews was repeated to Joshua after the death of 
Moses. The command from God was to go over the Jordan 
"into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites" (Josh. 1:2). The geographic description of the 
land was as specific as the references in Genesis: "Your 
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from 
the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to 
the Great Sea on the west"! (Josh. 1:4). Finally, after years 


62 


Palestine: Land Of Promise And Travail 


of wandering, the Jews crossed the Jordan, which was 
miraculously dried up for their passage. Then they 
conquered Jericho, Ai, and a large portion of the Promised 
Land. The hope of Israel had been partially fulfilled, and 
the promise had been clearly restated. Yet the early 
conquest never reached into all the land that had been 
promised. 


> IMMEDIATE OCCUPATION CONDITIONED ON 
OBEDIENCE 


The children of Israel were warned that unless they kept the 
law that had been delivered to them in the wilderness, they 
would be driven out of the land again. Israel survived the 
moral degeneration during the time of the judges, rising to 
the glory of the kingdoms under Saul, David, and Solomon. 
Israel under Solomon controlled most of the land God had 
promised Abraham, stretching from the river of Egypt, the 
boundary of Egypt, to the river Euphrates far to the east. 
But the land was never fully possessed by the Jewish 
people, and this was clearly not the time the land was to be 
claimed and kept as an "everlasting possession" (Gen. 
17:8). Israel's momentary victory was soon overshadowed 
by moral and political disaster. 

The decline of the kingdom was marked by the growing 
popularity of pagan religions and moral degeneration. King 
Solomon had married women from surrounding pagan 
cultures who raised his children to be idol worshipers 
instead of worshipers of the true God of Israel. Thus, the 
kingdom began to disintegrate from within. 

After Solomon's death it was divided into the kingdom 
of Israel in the north, composed of ten tribes, and the 
kingdom of Judah in the south, composed of the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin. 
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> THE SECOND DEPARTURE: THE CAPTIVITIES 


The prophets had warned of impending judgment, and in 
due time it came. The Assyrians swept the ten tribes into 
captivity in 721 B.C. A century later, Nebuchadnezzar, the 
general of Babylon's army who would soon become king of 
Babylon through the death of his father, conquered 
Jerusalem in the late summer of 605 B.C. This invasion 
eventually resulted in the capture and transport of many of 
the children of Israel to Babylon. Jerusalem was finally 
devastated in 586 B.C. and left in shambles. Once again, 
the people of Israel were out of the land and Jerusalem was 
desolate. 


> THE PROMISE OF THE SECOND RETURN 


But the prophet Jeremiah, living in the times of Israel's 
downfall, predicted that Israel would return. Although the 
prophet had predicted the Babylonian captivity, he also 
predicted, "This is what the LORD says: When seventy 
years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and 
fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place"! 
(Jer. 29:10). 


> THE PRAYER OF DANIEL: THE SECOND 
RETURN 


Almost seventy years later the prophet Daniel, then an old 
man of eighty years of age, read the prophecy of Jeremiah 
(see Daniel 9). Daniel immediately prepared his heart for 
an extended time of prayer and intercession on behalf of his 
people. He claimed the promise of Jeremiah and asked God 
to restore His ancient city, left in ruins by the Babylonians, 
and once again establish it as the city of God and the 
capital of Israel. Daniel was an unusual man of prayer who 
was accustomed to praying three times a day with his 
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windows open to Jerusalem, pleading with God to restore 
His ancient people and His ancient city (Dan. 6:10). 


> THE TEMPLE REBUILT 


Daniel's prayers were answered, and Jeremiah's prophecy 
was literally fulfilled. The book of Ezra records the story of 
fifty thousand people returning to the Promised Land. After 
considerable struggle, they finally rebuilt the temple in 516 
B.C. The city itself was not rebuilt until after 445 B.C. 
Nehemiah came to survey the ruins of Jerusalem, with 
authority from the king to rebuild the city. At that time the 
walls of Jerusalem were once again constructed. In the fifty 
years that followed, Jerusalem was reestablished as the 
center of Israel's political, religious, and national life. 


> THE TEMPLE IN THE FIRST CENTURY A.D. 


The years passed. In 20 B.C. the Roman government, on 
behalf of Israel, began a reconstruction of the temple that 
had been built in 516 B.C., for by then the temple was 
almost five hundred years old and in a sad state of 
disrepair. This reconstruction project was in progress when 
Christ was born and was still unfinished when Christ died 
on the cross. It was not until A.D. 64 that the magnificent 
temple, constructed of stone from the quarries underneath 
the city of Jerusalem, was finally completed. 


> DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE 


The glory of the temple, however, was short-lived. Six 
years later, in A.D. 70, Jerusalem was once again caught in 
the throes of war, surrounded by Roman soldiers who 
slaughtered hundreds of thousands of Jewish pilgrims who 
had returned for the feast. Ultimately, the city was 
destroyed, and the stones of the temple were pried apart 
one by one and cast in the valley at the southeast of 
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Jerusalem. Today, some of these same stones have been 
discovered by archaeologists. 


> THE THIRD DEPARTURE 


With the slaughter in Jerusalem and the destruction of the 
temple, Israel's control of the Promised Land was once 
again shattered. In the years that followed, more cities were 
destroyed, and Israelites were physically driven from the 
land and scattered all over the world. All this had been 
anticipated by Moses who had warned Israel in stern words 
about the consequences of disobedience to their law. 

"Just as it pleased the LORD to make you prosper and 
increase in number, so it will please him to ruin and destroy 
you. You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to 
possess. Then the LORD will scatter you among all 
nations, from one end of the earth to the other. There you 
will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which 
neither you nor your fathers have known" (Deut. 28:63-64). 
This ancient prophecy continues to describe Israel's 
persecution, uncertainty of life, fear, and insecurity among 
the nations of the world. 


> PROPHETIC HOPE FOR A LAST RETURN 


Jesus had clearly predicted that the magnificent temple of 
His lifetime would be destroyed stone by stone (Matt. 
24:2). The fate of Jerusalem and the Jewish people was 
understood to take a drastic turn for the worse within the 
lifetime of the generation that heard His message. Was 
Israel finished? Were the promises to be set aside? 

The apostle Paul, himself an Israelite, struggled with 
these very questions. His conclusion was simply an 
emphatic no! 

"Did God reject his people? By no means!" (Rom. 
11:1). 
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Would there be a fulfillment of the everlasting covenant 
to possess the land, a land with clear geographic boundaries 
promised as an everlasting possession? 

The writer of the book of Hebrews reviewed the 
promises to Abraham. Were they conditioned on Israel's 
obedience, now to be set aside because of Israel's disbelief? 
No, they were not. The final outcome was immutable, 
unchangeable. "When God made his promise to Abraham, 
since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he 
swore by himself .... Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of 
what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did 
this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of 
the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. We have 
this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure" (Heb. 
6:13, 17-19a). 

The clear and straightforward testimony of both the Old 
and New Testaments points to a final return to the Land of 
Promise. This hope of restoration has sustained the Jews 
through nineteen hundred years of struggle. Christians who 
have understood the clear prophetic witness of the Bible 
have expected it to happen for hundreds of years, even 
though the odds were overwhelmingly against it. 


> SCATTERED ISRAEL'S PERSECUTIONS 


The centuries that followed were tragic for Jews. Afflicted 
by persecutions of incredible severity, their total number at 
one time shrank to approximately one million. Hated by 
professing Christians and non-Christians alike, they were 
driven from land to land, never finding rest or prosperity 
except for brief periods of time. 

From all outward appearances, Israel's future was 
hopeless. In the eighth century the Arabs took possession 
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of Israel's ancient land. In the twelfth century the Christian 
Crusaders were established in Palestine for a brief time, but 
were finally defeated by Saladin in 1187. The Ottoman 
Turks took over in 1517 and continued their control over 
the Promised Land until Turkey was defeated in World 
War I. A dramatic turn of events began in 1917 when 
General Allenby conquered Jerusalem and the British 
occupation of Palestine began. 


> BEGINNINGS OF THE THIRD RETURN 


The return of Israel to the land was beset by many 
problems, although as early as 1871 a few Jews had 
managed to return to the land, and about twenty-five 
thousand Jews had settled there by 1881. The idea of the 
Jews repossessing their ancient land was not stated in any 
formal way, however, until it was adopted in the first 
Zionist congress, called in 1897 by Theodore Herzl. The 
goal of reclaiming the land of Palestine as a home for the 
wandering Jews, although seemingly an idealistic dream, 
brought the light of hope to Jewish eyes around the world. 


> THE BALFOUR DECLARATION, 1917 


The progress was painfully slow, however. By 1914 the 
number of Jews in the land had reached only eighty 
thousand. During World War 1, to gain support of Jews for 
the war effort, the British Foreign Secretary, Arthur J. 
Balfour, issued the Balfour Declaration on November 2, 
1917. This declaration indicated approval of Israel's goal: 
"His Majesty's Government views with favor the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people . . . ." Pressure from the Arab world, which 
would have no part in establishing a home for Israel, and 
the desire of Britain to maintain friendship with the Arab 
nations prevented any fulfillment of this promise. Little 
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progress had been made when World War II broke out in 
1939. By that time, however, four hundred thousand Jews 
had managed to find their way into the country in spite of 
severe restrictions on Jewish immigration and laws that did 
not allow Jews to possess real estate. 


> THE STATE OF ISRAEL ESTABLISHED IN 1948 


World War II, which recorded the terrible destruction of 
millions of Jews under Nazi tyranny, created a favorable 
attitude and worldwide sympathy for the Jewish people. 
Certainly there should be some place where the wandering 
Jew could have his own home. Although an Arab League 
was formed in 1945 to oppose Jewish expansion, the 
United Nations created a home for Jews in Palestine after 
World War II with the approval of the United States and 
Russia. The directive stated that Palestine should be 
divided into a Jewish state and an Arab state, and five 
thousand square miles were assigned to the infant state of 
Israel. 


> ISRAELI-ARAB WAR, 1948-1949 


On May 14,1948, when British control ended, Israel for the 
first time in hundreds of years became an independent 
state. The population of the new nation included only six 
hundred and fifty thousand Jews and many hundreds of 
thousands of Arabs. The settlement, however, was quite 
unacceptable to the Arab world. Israel was attacked on all 
sides by Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Saudi 
Arabia. Israel's defense was heroic, and the armies of her 
opponents were disorganized. Although thousands of 
Israelites fell in battle, by the time a truce was arranged on 
January 7,1949, Israel had extended her area of possession 
from five thousand square miles to eight thousand square 
miles, including much of the Negev, the great desert to the 
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south. Israel's history from that date to this has been one of 
unending trouble, recurring warfare, but gradual 
strengthening of the nation. 


> HAVE THE PROPHECIES BEEN FULFILLED? 


From the time of the promise to Abraham to the present 
hour, the prophecies about Israel's total possession and 
blessing in the land have not yet been fulfilled. The pulse 
of history, with three successive departures and three 
returns, has been a dramatic one. The most dramatic events, 
however, are still ahead. Is the present return of Israel the 
beginning of the last and ultimate regathering of Israel? Is 
this one more in a series of current events preparing the 
way for the end of the Time of the Gentiles? As non-Jewish 
nations jockey into position for their last moments of glory 
and judgment, it is important to realize that after the Time 
of the Gentiles ends Israel will finally experience all that 
has been promised and hoped for since the time of 
Abraham. 


> NO EASY ROAD TO GLORY 


The final return of the Jews to Palestine will be no easy 
road to glory. Negotiations for peace in the Middle East to 
the present date have not produced a lasting peace. The 
doves and peacemakers in Israel will eventually lead their 
country into a peace that will compromise their security in 
the hope of economic prosperity. It is sad to forecast that a 
nation that defended herself so bravely for over forty years 
will be lulled into a false peace with international 
guarantees that will be of no help in the final hour the Bible 
describes as ""'a time of trouble for Jacob" (Jer. 30:7). 
After their initial return, the Jews will go through a 
period of false peace, an international betrayal, and a 
bloodbath of astounding proportions. Without the direct 
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intervention of God, both Palestine and the Jewish people 
would be completely destroyed. The detailed prophecies 
revealing the fate of Jerusalem and the land are the subject 
of the next two chapters. 

Jeremiah's prophecy describes the Time of Jacob's 
Trouble in vivid terms. This is the last three-and-a-half 
years leading to the final battle—the Battle of 
Armageddon. It will begin when the false peace with Israel 
is broken by the new leader of the Mediterranean 
Confederacy. 

This period of history is often called "the great 
tribulation" (Rev. 7:14; cf. Matt. 24:21 KJV) and is 
detailed in the book of Revelation as a specific period 
ending the Time of the Gentiles. Palestine, Jerusalem, and 
the temple rebuilt during the peace will be "given to the 
Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months" 
(Rev. 11:2). 

After the promise of the return, Jeremiah warned, 
"Cries of fear are heard—terror, not peace. Ask and see: 
Can a man bear children? Then why do I see every strong 
man with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, 
every face turned deathly pale? How awful that day will 
be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for 
Jacob, but he will be saved out of it. 

"In that day, declares the LORD Almighty, 'I will 
break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their bonds; 
no longer will foreigners enslave them. Instead, they will 
serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I 
will raise up for them" (Jer. 30:5-9). 


> ANEW KINGDOM COMPLETES THE RETURN 


The final return will not be completed until Christ returns 
to intervene as Judge of the nations and the promised King 
to restore David's throne. The prophecies concerning the 
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return, so dramatically begun in our history, will not be 
completed until all living Jews (drastically reduced in 
number during the Great Tribulation) are finally 
established in Palestine for a millennium of both peace and 
prosperity. Many of the Old Testament prophets echoed 
similar visions of this period. 

Jeremiah prophesied the judgment that would fall on 
the non-Jewish nations and then reported the message from 
the God of Israel in these words: 

"I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
the countries where I have driven them and will bring them 
back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and 
increase in number. I will place shepherds over them who 
will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or 
terrified, nor will any be missing, declares the LORD. 

"The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I 
will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will 
reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his 
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This 
is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our 
Righteousness" (Jer. 23:3-6). 

The same theme of a final return to be completed only 
after a period of judgment is recorded by the prophet 
Ezekiel. 

This prophecy makes it clear that this is finally 
accomplished directly after a period of judgment and that 
the completion of the return will bring every living Jew 
into the land. 

"Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, 
for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will 
gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind" 
(Ezek. 39:28). 


> SETTING THE STAGE 
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The present return of Israel to the land sets the stage for an 
important series of end-time events. Prophecies have 
clearly predicted that Israel would be reestablished as a 
nation before the end of the Time of the Gentiles. But non- 
Jewish nations were described as still in control of the 
destiny of Israel during a final hour of judgment and 
suffering. Jesus predicted that "Jerusalem will be trampled 
on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled" (Luke 21:24). 

The next dramatic moves will involve the struggle for 
control of Jerusalem and the return of a portion of the land 
to the Palestinian Arabs. This struggle will become 
increasingly explosive because of the three million 
dispossessed Palestinians. Many have been forced to live as 
refugees and exiles in surrounding Arab states. 

Palestinian guerrilla groups spawned from the refugee 
camps have pursued a strategy of terror and have made it 
difficult for moderate Arabs to negotiate compromise 
solutions. 

Arab leaders have managed an uneasy alliance with the 
Palestinians that has often exploded in violence. In October 
1974 the Arab summit conference at Rabat offered a 
solution for the sake of unity. The occupied West Bank of 
the Jordan was to become an independent Palestinian state 
run by the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). A 
government in exile was to be formed by early 1975 to 
prepare for negotiation with Israel. 

Since 1974 the history of the West Bank has been one 
of continual turmoil and has been a focal point of 
controversy into the 1990s. Israel continued to plant new 
settlements and the Palestinians continued to resist. The 
West Bank was originally conquered in the War of 1967 
and, from Israel's point of view, is a legitimate possession 
of Israel. Much of the world, however, including the United 
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States, is putting pressure on Israel to turn the West Bank 
into some sort of separate government from Israel. This 
does not seem to be a feasible solution to the problem. 

The stage is set for an open struggle over Palestine and 
the city of Jerusalem. Guerrilla raids and reprisals could 
easily push the Middle East into a new war, even though 
Israel's tentative peace with Egypt has made such a war 
impossible for the moment. Saddam Hussein's ambition to 
destroy Israel motivated his move into Kuwait in August of 
1990 as he attempted to set up a power base from which to 
attack Israel. 

As moderate Arabs and European allies consolidate 
wealth and power, a forced settlement may be the only 
solution, and new leaders will emerge to promise just such 
a peace. This hoax of peace and prosperity may lead to the 
formation of the most vicious world empire of all time. 
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> HALLOWED MEMORIES 


As the world races toward its final hour of struggle, the 
important city to watch is not New York, Moscow, Paris, 
Peking, or Cairo. The city to watch is Jerusalem! Hallowed 
memories haunt her ancient streets and holy places. The 
stones and debris from the invasions of the past, upon 
which the modern city of Jerusalem is built, are fearful 
reminders of the prospect of future wars. But there is hope 
—hope of a glorious future for Israel. Etched in Jewish 
memories of the golden days of David and Solomon, the 
message of the prophets still echoes in the holy city. Their 
message of coming sorrow and worldwide dispersal of the 
Jews was tragically fulfilled in history and is reenacted in 
the tears still being shed at the Wailing Wall. Jesus also 
added His careful and detailed predictions about the future 
of the city and wept with compassion over what He saw 
was yet to come. These prophecies of the Old and New 
Testaments provide the final key to what will soon occur in 
the future dramatic unfolding of world history. 


> THE CITY OF DESTINY 
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Revered by Christians, Jews, and Arabs alike, Jerusalem is 
already the center of religious interest for much of the 
world. Jesus and the prophets predicted this would be the 
case at the end time. In the light of these prophecies, it is 
understandable that the attempts for a permanent peace in 
the Middle East will involve claims and counterclaims 
regarding Jerusalem. Political, economic, racial, and 
religious issues are interwoven to make the control of 
Jerusalem the most explosive issue in seeking a peace in 
the Middle East. The real issue is neither the Sinai 
Peninsula, the Golan Heights, nor the West Bank, though 
they have frequently been in the spotlight. 

The conflict over Jerusalem will continue to be a 
potential powder keg, threatening war that could spread 
like wildfire from the Middle East to the entire world. Only 
an international peace settlement, perhaps forced upon the 
contending parties, can subdue the fires of conflicting 
opinion. Increasingly there will be a religious element in 
the controversy as the religions of the Middle East struggle 
for a secure holy place in Jerusalem. Out of this will come 
Arab demands for at least a share in the holy ground where 
once the temple stood. Prophecy indicates a future attempt 
to rebuild Israel's ancient temple. In attempting to 
understand the Middle East situation, both history and 
prophecy must be taken into consideration in any 
interpretation of the direction of current events. Jerusalem, 
the city of the prophets, is the key to understanding the 
great predictions of the prophet Daniel in the Old 
Testament and of Jesus in the New Testament. Today 
Jerusalem is already moving toward its prophetic destiny as 
the center of dramatic end-time events. 


> THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF JERUSALEM 


The founding of Jerusalem is shrouded in the mysteries of 
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the past. First mentioned in Genesis 14:18 as the city of 
Salem, over which Melchizedek was king, its early 
existence is attested by the Tell el Amarna Tablets 
discovered in Egypt. The city named Salem, later combined 
with the name "Jeru," has had a history of almost four 
thousand years. Jerusalem through the centuries has been 
better known by more people in more generations than the 
name of any other city in the world. 


> THE CENTER OF ISRAEL'S LIFE AND HOPE 


Situated in the Judean hills, about halfway between the 
Mediterranean coast and the Jordan River, Jerusalem has 
been the scene of countless stirring events of the past. The 
city's rise to prominence began in the tenth century when 
David, the king of Israel, made Jerusalem his capital. The 
glorious reigns of David and Solomon brought splendor 
and wealth to the city. The crowning achievement of that 
great era was the construction of Solomon's magnificent 
temple in Jerusalem. It was to this holy city, in the ebb and 
flow of religious revival and decline, that the prophets of 
God came to deliver their messages of thundering 
denunciation coupled with glowing predictions of a 
glorious future. 

Again and again the tides of war swept over this ancient 
city. Many times it was completely destroyed, only to rise 
from its ashes to be born anew. Its conquerors have 
included armies from all the great nations of the past. The 
streets of Jerusalem have been trampled under the feet of 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Seleucids, 
Romans, Christian Crusaders, Saracens, Mamelukes, and 
Ottomans. Few cities of the world have had more dramatic 
and poignant memories. 


> THE MESSIAH TO COME TO JERUSALEM 
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For centuries in Israel's history the Jews had awaited the 
coming of their Messiah. Their forefather, Abraham, from 
whom had come both Israel and the Arabs, had been given 
great promises. The land would belong to the sons of 
Jacob, the grandson of Abraham. But their possession of 
the land would not be immediate. They would go off to a 
distant land for hundreds of years and then return. This was 
fulfilled when Jacob and his family moved to Egypt and 
multiplied until they became a great nation of several 
million in number. 

The saga of their exodus from Egypt and their 
possession of a portion of the land is contained in the early 
books of the Old Testament. But the prophets also 
predicted they would be driven out of the land again 
because of their failure to keep the law that God had given 
them. In due time the Assyrians carried off ten of the 
twelve tribes, and 125 years later the Babylonians carried 
off the two remaining tribes, leaving Jerusalem in ruins. 
But the prophets predicted their return, and back to 
Jerusalem they came in the sixth century B.C. Once again 
the temple and the city were built, and Jerusalem again 
became the center of Israel's religious and political life. 
Devout Jews understood from the Old Testament prophets 
that their Messiah, the one chosen of God to be their Savior 
and leader, would come to Jerusalem. 

When the Holy Land fell to the disciplined Roman 
armies in 63 B.C., it began centuries of oppression and 
persecution for the people of Israel. The yoke of the Roman 
occupation was a heavy burden. The religious leaders were 
divided, but they still longed for the coming of their 
Messiah and King who, according to the prophets, would 
rule on David's throne and deliver His people from 
oppression. 

As recorded in the New Testament gospels, Jesus was 
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born in the little town of Bethlehem, south of Jerusalem, 
just as the prophet Micah had said (Mic. 5:2). Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and her husband, Joseph, brought the 
infant to the temple in Jerusalem, according to the Jewish 
custom, and presented the sacrifices required by the law of 
Moses. 

Spending His boyhood in Nazareth, Jesus returned to 
the temple in Jerusalem with His family for the Passover at 
the age of twelve. There He astounded the scholars and 
religious leaders of His day with His comprehension of 
theology. 

After this brief episode, however, He returned to 
Nazareth and lived in obscurity until approximately twenty 
years later when He began His public prophetic ministry. 


> THE UNWELCOME KING 


Introduced by the prophet John the Baptist as the one of 
whom the prophets had spoken, Jesus immediately 
attracted the attention of the multitudes. Especially in 
Jerusalem, the center of Israel's religious life, the high 
priests and leaders were skeptical of Jesus' claims. But the 
common people followed Him by the thousands, impressed 
by His teaching and astounded by His remarkable miracles. 
A confrontation between Jesus and the leaders of Israel was 
inevitable. After three years of itinerant preaching by Jesus, 
the conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders of 
Israel broke into open and violent confrontation. 

In keeping with Old Testament prophecy, it was at this 
time that Jesus directed His disciples to obtain a colt upon 
which He could ride for His entry into Jerusalem. Centuries 
earlier Zechariah had prophesied: "Rejoice greatly, O 
Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your 
king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey" 
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(Zech. 9:9). 

Just as Zechariah had predicted, Jesus entered 
triumphantly into Jerusalem. The people who had followed 
Him from outside Jerusalem and others from the city hailed 
Him as the predicted Messiah and Son of David who would 
rule over Israel. The gospel of Matthew describes the event 
in dramatic terms: "The crowds that went ahead of him and 
those that followed shouted, 'Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest!' When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was stirred and asked, 'Who is this?! The crowds 
answered, 'This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 
Galilee" (Matt. 21:9-11). 

The enthusiastic reception of Jesus as the Prophet and 
Messiah of Israel shocked the religious leaders. They 
demanded that Jesus silence His disciples and those who 
proclaimed Him as King. In this situation Jesus' answer 
was one of rebuke to these leaders. He said, "If they keep 
quiet, the stones will cry out" (Luke 19:40). 


> JESUS DENOUNCES THE RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS OF HIS PEOPLE 


The hostility of the religious leaders toward Jesus was now 
out in the open. Spurred by Jesus' popularity with the 
people, they began to plan for His murder. On His part, 
Jesus exposed the scribes and Pharisees publicly as 
pompous hypocrites. In a sweeping denunciation recorded 
in Matthew 23, He repeatedly called them "hypocrites," 
and described them as "blind guides," "blind men," 
"whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside 
but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and 
everything unclean," and as the murderers of the prophets. 
He denounced them: "You snakes! You brood of vipers! 
How will you escape being condemned to hell?" (v 33). 


80 


The City Of The Prophets 


They were "blind fools" (v 17) who destroyed the very law 
which they sought to uphold. 

He concluded His denunciation with a lament over the 
city of Jerusalem: ''O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 
the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 
Look, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you 
will not see me again until you say, "Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord" (Matt. 23:37-39). 


> JESUS PREDICTS THE DESTRUCTION OF 
JERUSALEM 


The disciples saw the drama of the Triumphal Entry and 
the open hostility of the Jewish leaders. They also saw how 
deeply Jesus loved the people and the city. But Jesus was 
more moved than anyone else. Knowing the destruction 
that would soon overtake the Holy City, Jesus wept as He 
predicted: "If you, even you, had only known on this day 
what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from 
your eyes. The days will come upon you when your 
enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle 
you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to 
the ground, you and the children within your walls. They 
will not leave one stone on another, because you did not 
recognize the time of God's coming to you" (Luke 19:42- 
44). 

Less than forty years later these prophetic words were 
fulfilled. After years of turmoil and conflict between Jew 
and Roman, the Roman army marched on Jerusalem, 
surrounded it, and starved it into submission. Then they 
systematically looted and burned the city, slaughtering 
hundreds of thousands. Estimates indicate that as many as a 
million lives were lost during this period. In addition to 
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destroying the city, the Romans pried loose the great stones 
of the beautiful temple, completed by Herod just six years 
before, and threw them into the valley to the southeast of 
Jerusalem. Today archaeologists are still finding new 
evidence of this destruction. At that time (A.D. 70) a new 
period of wandering and persecution for the homeless Jew 
began. This has lasted until the twentieth century. 


> THE DISCIPLES' QUESTIONS 


The disciples did not fully grasp what was happening nor 
what Jesus meant. They were bewildered by the fact that 
the Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus. How did this fit in 
with the Old Testament prophecies that Jesus was to be 
their King and Savior? The whole incident of the 
Triumphal Entry into the city and the hostility of the Jewish 
leaders left the disciples full of questions. 

After leaving Jerusalem, crossing the brook Kidron, 
and climbing the Mount of Olives to the east of Jerusalem, 
four of the disciples—Peter, James, John, and Andrew— 
came to Jesus privately and began to ask questions (Mark 
13:3). They said, "Tell us, when will these things happen? 
And what will be the sign that they are all about to be 
fulfilled?" (v 4). Matthew's gospel indicates that they also 
asked questions about the end of the age, saying, "'When 
will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming 
and of the end of the age?" (Matt. 24:3). Actually, they 
were asking two important questions. First, when would 
Jerusalem be destroyed, and second, when would the 
present age end and the kingdom be brought in? 

The disciples were attempting to reorganize their view 
of prophecy and were dimly beginning to understand that 
all prophecies regarding Jesus were not to be fulfilled at 
His first coming. Instead, it seemed rejection and suffering 
were ahead. If Jerusalem was about to be destroyed, how 
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could the glorious period of the kingdom be brought in? 
Did this mean there would continue to be Gentile 
oppression of the Jews? How would it all really end? 


> JESUS' ANSWERS TO THE DISCIPLES' 
QUESTIONS 


In studying the answers Jesus gave to the disciples as 
recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, it becomes clear 
that He was talking about two specific periods in the future 
history of Jerusalem. One set of prophetic events would 
end in the destruction of Jerusalem, which we know 
occurred in A.D. 70 and fulfilled precisely the warnings 
and predictions contained in Luke 21:5-24. The second set 
of prophecies referred to the whole age following the 
destruction of Jerusalem. This age would have many 
miraculous signs that would culminate in the second 
coming of Christ to the earth (Luke 21:25-28). 

Because the prophecies regarding the destruction of 
Jerusalem have already been fulfilled, it is quite easy for us 
to understand Jesus' predictions about it. Because of the 
rejection of the Jewish leaders, Jerusalem was facing 
destruction. Roman armies would surround the city, kill its 
inhabitants, burn the city, and destroy the temple, leaving 
the entire city in complete desolation. This would be the 
beginning of a renewed period of persecution and trial for 
the people of Israel. This period would have many 
important characteristics, which Jesus described in detail as 
recorded by Matthew and Mark. 


> THE PRESENT AGE AS DESCRIBED BY JESUS 


In Matthew 24:4-14 Jesus gave nine characteristics of the 
age in general. It would include (1) many who claim to be 
Christ but are impostors, (2) "wars and rumors of wars," (3) 
famines, (4) "pestilences" (Matt. 24:7 KJV), (5) 
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earthquakes, (6) many martyrs, (7) many false prophets, (8) 
increasing wickedness and decreasing love for God, and (9) 
the Gospel of the kingdom to be preached to all nations. 
The last nineteen hundred years have demonstrated the 
accuracy of this prophetic analysis of the present age. Jesus 
knew what He was talking about and did not make any 
false predictions. 

Exactly as Christ predicted, the present age has known 
much religious confusion and deception. War has followed 
war, and constant fear of war has plagued every generation. 
Great famines and epidemics have swept the world, killing 
millions. Probably more people have starved to death in the 
twentieth century than in any previous period. Religious 
persecution has marked all these years, especially 
persecution of the Jews. Families have been divided on the 
question of their religious faith, and men in power have 
made countless attempts to stamp out religious beliefs with 
which they disagreed. The result has been literally millions 
of martyrs in the last nineteen hundred years. 


> THE ACCURACY OF JESUS' PREDICTIONS 


In the study of the detailed prophecies relating to the 
present age, we see an impressive consistency and accuracy 
in fulfillment of the prophecies. Anyone living today who 
attempted to prophesy the course of the next two thousand 
years of world history would face the utter impossibility of 
being accurate without a divine revelation. Yet Jesus was 
completely accurate, as history has demonstrated. But all 
the prophecies of Jesus have not yet been fulfilled. The end 
of the age is yet future. If history has recorded the literal 
fulfillment of Jesus' predictions to this point, can we 
project the same accuracy and literal fulfillment to the 
predictions that are yet future? This is the question that 
faces every intelligent person living today. Without these 
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inspired predictions, it is foolish to speculate. The only 
source of accurate information is the Bible itself. What is 
the future of the world? And what is the future of 
Jerusalem and the Jew? Jesus Himself gave detailed 
predictions and warned His hearers to watch Jerusalem. 
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> WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF JERUSALEM? 


A generation ago some people took the position that Israel 
was finished as a nation. Though individual Jews could be 
revived spiritually, they would never return to their land, 
never again occupy the city of Jerusalem, and never fulfill 
the glorious predictions of the prophets. These people 
believed that because the Jews had rejected their Messiah, 
God had rejected them. 

Today this categorical dismissal of the future promises 
relating to Israel as a nation is no longer tenable. The facts 
are that Israel was returned to the land, was restored as a 
political state, and once again occupied her ancient capital, 
Jerusalem. But what is the future of Jerusalem? What is the 
order of events that will lead to the fulfillment of all the 
prophecies? 

Many have pointed out that while Israel has been 
restored in part as a nation, the predictions of a glorious 
kingdom of peace and righteousness on earth have certainly 
not been fulfilled. The Jews have not recognized Jesus as 
their Messiah, and they certainly have not achieved peace, 
safely, and economic prosperity. While some are still 
disposed to write off the dramatic events in Israel's recent 
history as unrelated to the Bible, and others have been too 
eager to claim fulfillment of prophecy in the current 
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situation, just what are the facts? What is the future of 
Jerusalem and the future of Israel? 


> THE WAR OF 1967 


In the struggle of Israel after her founding as a nation in 
1948, probably no more dramatic moment occurred than 
the sensational Six Day War of 1967. For the first time 
since A.D. 70 the ancient city of Jerusalem fell into Jewish 
hands. Jewish territory was greatly extended, including the 
portion of Jordan lying west of the Jordan River. What was 
the significance of this impressive advance for the state of 
Israel? 

Many turned to the significant prophecy of Jesus in 
Luke 21:24, where He was describing the course of the 
present age. Jesus said: "Jerusalem will be trampled on by 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" 
(Luke 21:24). With Israel once again in possession of her 
ancient city, was the Time of the Gentiles now fulfilled? 

Events occurring since 1967 have made it clear that 
Israel's present possession of Jerusalem is temporary. The 
hour of the glorious kingdom has not yet arrived. If it were 
not for the backing of the United States, Israel would soon 
be engulfed by the Arab world that surrounds it. This 
became especially evident in the war of 1973 when Israel 
survived only because of the prompt resupply of the 
weapons of war by the United States. Many other 
Scriptures indicate that Israel's final hour of triumph cannot 
come until Jesus Christ Himself returns from heaven in 
glory to deliver His people and to establish His kingdom of 
righteousness and peace on earth. 

But what does the Bible teach concerning the future of 
Jerusalem and Israel, and how does this relate to 
tremendous prophecies yet to be fulfilled concerning a final 
struggle at the end of the age which will involve the whole 
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world? Many of the answers to these questions are found in 
the prophecies of the prophet Daniel in the Old Testament. 
Human history is destined to have a dramatic climax, 
which can only be understood by studying these prophecies 
and understanding their meaning for events that face the 
world today. 


> DANIEL'S PROPHETIC OUTLINE OF WORLD 
HISTORY 


The prophet Daniel was a young lad in his early teens when 
Nebuchadnezzar, the triumphant general of the Babylonian 
army, swept into Jerusalem in the summer of 605 B.C. In 
the course of the campaign, Nebuchadnezzar became the 
young king of a tremendous empire. One of his first acts 
was to collect some of the choice young men in Jerusalem 
and carry them off to his capital in Babylon, partially as 
hostages and partially to serve him in various capacities. 
Among them was Daniel who, after several years of 
training in the school of Babylon, was prepared for a major 
role as an administrator in Nebuchadnezzar's empire. 

One day Nebuchadnezzar had a horrible nightmare. In a 
dream he saw a great image standing near his bed and 
towering above him. The image had a head of gold; the 
upper part of its body was silver; the lower part of its body 
was brass; the legs were made of iron; and the feet were 
iron mixed with clay. Nebuchadnezzar was terrified by the 
dream and was sure it had some meaning. 

His wise men were summoned hastily. Whether 
Nebuchadnezzar intended to test them to see if their 
interpretation was genuine or whether he forgot the dream, 
he nevertheless demanded that the wise men tell him the 
dream and its interpretation. When they were unable to do 
so, in a rage he ordered their execution. Unfortunately, 
Daniel, who was not present, was classified as a wise man 


88 


Watch Jerusalem 


and was also subject to the death order. 

When word of this dramatic event reached Daniel and 
his three companions, Daniel requested time and promised 
to interpret the dream. Subsequently, God revealed 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream and its meaning to Daniel. 

The great image represented four world empires, 
beginning with Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, 
represented by the head of gold. It would be followed by a 
second kingdom represented by the silver. The lower part 
of the body, of brass, represented a third kingdom. And the 
legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay were a fourth 
kingdom. In his vision Nebuchadnezzar had seen a stone 
hit the feet of the image and destroy the whole image. Then 
the wind blew away the debris. Daniel indicated that 
ultimately there would be a fifth empire from heaven that 
would destroy all that was before it and fill the whole earth. 
In gratitude for Daniel's explanation of his vision, 
Nebuchadnezzar elevated Daniel and his three friends to 
important political positions. 

About forty years later, after Nebuchadnezzar had died, 
Daniel himself had a vision, recorded in Daniel 7. Here the 
same prophetic outline was indicated by four great beasts. 
Babylon was described as a lion; the second empire of 
Medo-Persia was pictured as a great bear; the third empire, 
that of Alexander the Great, was described as a leopard 
with four heads and four wings; and the fourth beast was 
described as the most powerful of all with iron teeth and 
tremendous strength. Daniel, the prophet, himself named 
the first three empires and described in detail the course of 
the prophetic fulfillment. Of special interest, however, is 
the fourth empire and its end, presented in Daniel 7:7-28. 

Just as Daniel predicted (Dan. 7-8), Babylon was 
followed by Medo-Persia, and Medo-Persia was followed 
by Alexander the Great and the Grecian Empire. History 
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has also recorded the rise of the Roman Empire but not its 
dramatic fall. These events are noted in the chart of 
prophetic events at the close of this chapter. 

Two great puzzles are left unresolved in Daniel's 
prophecy, however. First, the precise prophecies 
concerning the end of the fourth empire were never 
fulfilled in history. Second, Daniel predicted a fifth empire 
that would succeed the Roman Empire, a kingdom that 
would come from heaven. This, likewise, has never been 
fulfilled. If the predictions of Daniel were so accurately 
fulfilled up to the present time, should not one conclude 
that these prophecies will also have their fulfillment, 
perhaps in the near future? 


> THE GAP IN DANIEL'S PROPHETIC VISION 


Like many other prophecies in the Old Testament, Daniel's 
prophecy of future events describes fulfillment of prophecy 
up to the first coming of Christ but then leaves a wide gap 
for its final fulfillment at the end of the present age, a 
period of more than nineteen hundred years. It seems as if 
the prophetic fulfillment was, for all practical purposes, 
stopped with the first coming of Christ, and unfulfilled 
prophecy only deals with the events immediately preceding 
Christ's second coming. Because the Old Testament 
prophets did not deal in detail with the progress of the 
present age, Christ in His prophetic ministry filled in the 
gap in Matthew 13 and again in Matthew 24:3-14. In these 
prophecies He made it clear that after most of the present 
age had run its course, then the great events of which the 
Old Testament prophets spoke would be fulfilled. This 
puzzling gap in the predictions of the Old Testament 
prompted the disciples' questions and Jesus' answers. 

The description Jesus gave of the present age in 
Matthew 24:3-14 has already been outlined in the 
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preceding chapter. But what did Jesus have to say about the 
end of the age? How does this fit into the description of the 
climax of the age as given in the book of Revelation? 


> CONFIRMATION OF DANIEL'S PROPHECY BY 
JOHN 


The book of Revelation from chapter 4 through chapter 18 
reveals in detail the shattering events that will end the age. 
In general, it describes a period of unprecedented trouble, 
culminating in a great world war. 

Most important, however, is the fact that the apostle 
John, writing six hundred years after Daniel, confirmed and 
gave added detail concerning the end of the age as Daniel 
saw it. In Revelation 13 the same great world empire is 
described, the same world ruler, and the same climax—the 
coming of the kingdom from heaven at the time of the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. Like Daniel and many Old 
Testament prophets such as Zechariah, the apostle John 
pictured Jerusalem as the center of the maelstrom that 
would draw all nations to the Holy Land for the final world 
conflict. It was Jesus, however, who defined the central 
role of Jerusalem in detail. 


> THE COMING DESECRATION OF THE HOLY 
CITY 


The disciples had come to Jesus asking Him concerning 
signs of the end of the age and of the inauguration of His 
kingdom (Matt. 24:3). After giving them the general signs 
of the whole period in Matthew 24:1-14, John revealed that 
Jerusalem itself would be the scene of the specific sign that 
the coming of the Lord was near. Jesus said: "'So when you 
see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes 
desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the 
reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to 
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the mountains" (Matt. 24:15-16). 

What was this "abomination that causes desolation" 
that Jesus said was mentioned by the prophet Daniel? This 
subject was introduced by Daniel in three different 
passages in his book. He prophesied: "His armed forces 
will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish 
the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination 
that causes desolation™ (Dan. 11:31). Many interpreters 
find this prediction fulfilled about three hundred and fifty 
years after Daniel's death by a ruler of Syria known as 
Antiochus Epiphanes who ruled from 175 to 164 B.C. He 
was a fearful persecutor of the Jews and attempted to stamp 
out their religion. In the process he desecrated their temple 
by offering a sow on the altar and setting up a statue of a 
Greek god in the Holy Place. He killed tens of thousands of 
Jews who rebelled against him because of it. This event is 
referred to as "the abomination of desolation" because 
Antiochus Epiphanes' acts were an abomination to a holy 
place such as the temple, and it desecrated or desolated the 
temple. With the help of this fulfillment of Daniel 11:31, it 
is possible to understand two other references of Daniel to 
a similar event that will take place in the future. 

In Daniel 9:27 the future world ruler is pictured as 
putting an "end to sacrifice and offering," and it is 
predicted that "on a wing of the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is 
decreed is poured out on him." 

Again Daniel 12:11 predicts: "From the time that the 
daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 
desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days." 

A careful study of these passages indicates that 
approximately three-and-a-half years before the second 
coming of Christ, the dictator in the Mediterranean will 
desecrate a future Jewish temple and stop the sacrificial 
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worship of God being carried on in this temple. The events, 
therefore, will be a specific sign that the end is near and 
that the Time of Trouble for Israel and the world will 
immediately follow. Because this event will occur in 
Jerusalem, it again plainly shows that we should watch 
Jerusalem as the key to prophetic events of the end time. 

This prediction is most significant, as it anticipates a 
rebuilding of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem by orthodox 
Jews and the renewal of ancient forms of worship 
prescribed in the law of Moses. By his act of desecration, 
the ruler of the Middle East, who, it seems, will have just 
assumed the role of being a world ruler, will dramatize his 
takeover of the world religiously as well as politically. 

The time that follows will be "a time of trouble for 
Jacob" (Jer. 30:7), a time of worldwide distress and 
persecution of the people of Israel, and will serve as the 
warning of impending catastrophes about to sweep the 
entire world. 

In the action of stopping Jewish worship, the new world 
ruler will reveal himself as Satan's substitute for Jesus 
Christ, sometimes called Antichrist. 


> THE PROPHETIC PULSE OF JERUSALEM 


The prophecies about Jerusalem make it clear that the Holy 
City will be in the center of world events in the end time. 
Most of the events just over the horizon were anticipated 
by Jesus' prophecy. In predicting these events, Jesus 
confirmed the accuracy of Daniel's predictions, both 
relating to Jerusalem and to the Gentiles. In our present 
rapidly moving world scene with the Middle East once 
again becoming the center of the stage, it becomes 
dramatically clear that these events may not be too far 
distant. 

The world today may be in the last years of the Time of 
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the Gentiles. As international power shifts to Europe and to 
Mediterranean nations, the time is ripe for a new economic 
and political struggle and for new alliances and new leaders 
to emerge. 

Meanwhile, the conflict between Israel and the 
Palestinian Arabs will focus more and more attention on 
Jerusalem. Religious passions will dominate the situation, 
making difficult any realistic peace settlement. The 
eventual result may well be a forced settlement imposed 
upon the Jewish-Arab world, which will, in effect, make 
Jerusalem an open and international city. 

As signs that we may be moving into this period 
multiply, the direction of present world events also points 
to the conclusion that the coming of Christ for His church, 
promised in John 14, may occur any day. The fulfillment of 
God's present purpose to call out those who believe in 
Jesus Christ from Jew and Gentile to form a body of 
believers in this present age will open the door for these 
final world events, which will include the emergence of the 
Mediterranean leader, the formation of a federation of 
Middle East states, and a forced peace upon the Israeli- 
Arab conflict. 

In all of these situations Jerusalem is the city to watch, 
as the city of prophetic destiny prepares to act out her final 
role. 

The total world situation may be expected more and 
more to be cast into the mold that prophecy indicates. From 
many indications it seems that the stage and the actors are 
ready for the final drama, in which Jerusalem will be the 
key. 
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PROPHETIC EVENTS IN HISTORY BEGINNING 
WITH THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY 


605 B.C. 


586 B.C. 


539 B.C. 


538 B.C. 


515 B.C. 


445 B.C. 


445-396 
B.C. 


331 B.C. 


242 B.C. 


63 B.C. 
20 B.C. 
6 B.C. 


A.D. 30- 
33 


A.D. 64 
A.D. 70 


Fall of Jerusalem: beginning of Babylonian Captivity and 
the Time of the Gentiles (Jer. 25:9-11; Luke 21:24). 


Destruction of Jerusalem and Solomon's temple (Jer. 
52:12-13). 


Fall of Babylon: beginning of second empire of Medo- 
Persia (Dan. 2:39; 5:1-31; 7:5). 


Second return of the Jews to the Holy Land (Ezra 1:1- 
2:70). 


Rebuilding of temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 3:1-13; 4:21-24; 
5:1-6:18). 


Rebuilding of Jerusalem walls (Neh. 1:1-6:16). 
City of Jerusalem rebuilt (Dan. 9:25). 


Beginning of third empire of Greece (Dan. 2:39; 7:6; 8:1- 
22). 


Beginning of fourth empire of Rome (Dan. 2:40; 7:7). 
Romans conquer Jerusalem. 
Romans begin rebuilding of Jerusalem temple. 


Birth of Jesus Christ (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7; Mic. 5:2; Luke 2:4- 
11). 

Death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Ps. 16:19; 22:1- 
21; Isa. 53:3-12; Matt. 6:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; 27:33- 
50; 28:1-10). 


Jerusalem temple completed. 


Destruction of Jerusalem and temple: worldwide 
scattering of the Jews (Deut. 28:63-68; Matt. 24:1-2; Luke 
21:20). 


A.D. 1897 Zionist movement begins: Israel seeks home in ancient 


land. 


A.D. 1945 Rise of Russia and Communism to power. 
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A.D 


A.D. 
A.D. 


A.D. 


A.D 


A.D 


1946 


. 1948 
A.D. 


1948 


1956 
1967 


1973 


. 1975 
A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 


1979 
1982 
1985 


. 1990 
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Beginning of world government: United Nations formed. 
Israel established as a nation in the land: third return. 


Beginning of world church: formation of World Council 
of Churches. 


Israel extends territory. 


Israel regains territory from Jordan River to Suez Canal, 
including Jerusalem. 


Israel extends territory into Egypt and Syria and 
negotiates withdrawal from Suez. 


Egypt reopens the Suez Canal. 

Camp David Accords: peace with Egypt. 
Israel attacks PLO in Lebanon. 

Israel withdraws from Lebanon. 


Saddam Hussein, in preparation to attack Israel, seizes 
Kuwait. 

Entire world reacts to Kuwait seizure, recognizing the 
importance of Persian Gulf oil and the international 
significance of the Middle East. 
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> THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN THE END TIME 


Until our present generation, Western civilization was quite 
content with its scientific progress and its national and 
evolutionary explanation of the world. Today, however, 
things are different. The secure and rational world of the 
past is already beginning to collapse. On a scale never 
thought possible in a modern world, astrology, psychic 
phenomena, witchcraft, and the occult are permeating our 
culture. New perversions of Christianity, such as the New 
Age Movement, have captured the attention of many. A 
new, mysterious world of superstition, fear, and demonic 
activity continues to attract millions of people. 

Such a remarkable change in world attitude does not 
surprise students of biblical prophecy. In prophecies of the 
end time there are many indications that there would be an 
increasing trend toward religious deception and conflict as 
the end of the age neared. Christ Himself warned of false 
prophets and religious charlatans who would rise to 
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prominence in a gullible world looking for some religious 
answer to the world's problems. 

Religion has always played a major role in the history 
of the world. Many of the wars of the past, as well as 
dramatic historical events, have stemmed from religious 
conflict. Biblical prophecy indicates that religion likewise 
will have a major role in the dramatic events that will 
conclude the present age. 


> RELIGIOUS TENSIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


Middle East tensions are rooted in centuries of religious 
tradition. Israel is motivated to possess her ancient land by 
religious convictions as well as by national and political 
aspirations. The Arab hatred of the Jew is partly racial but 
also clearly related to the religious issues that surround the 
possession of the city of Jerusalem. 

The conflict extends even to the former Jewish temple 
site, where the Dome of the Rock stands as a symbol of 
Muslim religious faith. This Muslim shrine is a major 
obstacle to the rebuilding of a new temple for Judaism on 
the ancient temple site. Though archaeologists now have 
offered substantial proof that the temple site was one 
hundred and fifty yards north of the Dome of the Rock, 
there still is opposition to building a temple on this site. 
Nevertheless, possession and access to this site, including 
the ancient Wailing Wall, was considered an important and 
sacred accomplishment of the War of 1967. The struggle to 
negotiate a settlement for Jerusalem involves important 
religious considerations that will frustrate direct 
negotiations between Israel and the Arab bloc. 


> THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO JERUSALEM 


Although Israel and the Arabs seem to be the principal 
contenders for possession of Jerusalem, it must not be 
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overlooked that Jerusalem is considered a holy city by 
millions of professing Christians in the world. Few 
Western leaders can afford to ignore the destiny of 
Jerusalem because of the strong sentiments of adherents of 
Protestant, Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox churches. The 
Christian faith, the Muslim religion, and Judaism all have 
their geographic origin in the Middle East. These 
monotheistic religions are all related in their heritage to the 
Holy Land, the city of Jerusalem, and the promises God 
gave to Abraham. Any settlement of the Middle East crisis 
must satisfy not only Jews and Arabs but also millions of 
Christians around the world. The spirit of the Crusaders is 
still alive today, and Christians will not stand on the 
sidelines and let the Arab and Israeli worlds determine the 
future of Jerusalem. Obviously some kind of united effort 
on the part of major world religions is the only practical 
solution to the problems of the Middle East and Jerusalem. 


> IS A UNITED WORLD RELIGIOUS EFFORT 
POSSIBLE? 


Until the twentieth century the contending forces of 
Judaism, the Muslim faith, and the Christian church 
seemed basically irreconcilable. Each of these faiths was 
born in strenuous times and survived in spite of persecution 
and opposition. The history of the Christian church itself 
seems to indicate the impossibility of ever uniting the 
Middle East or the world in a common religious effort. 

Christianity was born in a time of political chaos with 
little opportunity for formal organization. When the church 
finally gained political recognition, it rapidly began to 
organize, nominate bishops, and hold church councils. In a 
time of political disorganization, the church was able to 
organize and be a stabilizing force in the entire Middle 
East. 
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In the eleventh century, however, the possibility of a 
united church was shattered by a split between the East and 
the West, resulting in the formation of the Orthodox church 
in the East and the Roman Catholic church in the West. 

A few centuries later a further division arose in a 
protest against the Roman Catholic church, and the 
Protestant church came into being. The Protestant church, 
in turn, multiplied into hundreds of denominations 
throughout the world. By the end of the nineteenth century, 
the possibility of a united Christian church seemed as 
impossible as any union of Christian, Muslim, and Jewish 
faiths. 


> BEGINNINGS OF THE SUPER-CHURCH 


The twentieth century has witnessed an amazing reversal of 
church history in a movement toward a world church 
within Protestant Christianity. Preliminary meetings held in 
1925 and 1927 resulted in a temporary ecumenical council 
formed in 1938. Out of this came the World Council of 
Churches, which was organized at Amsterdam in 1948. In 
this new affiliation many denominations and millions of 
Christians joined in an effort to form a super-church. 
Almost from the beginning hope was expressed of bringing 
back under one church organization all branches of 
Christianity, including Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Eastern Orthodox churches. In the process, however, strict 
adherence to biblical doctrine and orthodox theology was 
sacrificed for organizational unity. Students of biblical 
prophecy noticed at once the remarkable similarity between 
the world church movement and biblical prophecy 
concerning religion in the end time. 


> THE PROPHETIC WARNING AGAINST FALSE 
PROPHETS 
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Shortly before he died as a martyr, the apostle Peter, the 
leader of the twelve disciples, wrote: "But there were also 
false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 
bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 
Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the 
way of truth into disrepute" (2 Pet. 1:1-2). 

As Peter made clear, the problem was not a minor 
dispute over some fine point in theology but involved the 
central doctrine of Jesus Christ—who He was and what He 
did when He died upon the cross. Peter went on to warn 
that these false prophets would be hypocrites parading in 
religious garb, when actually they are immoral, corrupt, 
and depraved in their moral standards. In his final word, he 
described their scoffing at the truth of Jesus' coming again 
(2 Pet. 3:3-4). 

In like manner, in the epistle written shortly before his 
martyrdom, the apostle Paul warned Timothy: 

"Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience 
and careful instruction. For the time will come when men 
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a great number 
of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear" (2 
Tim. 4:2-4). Similarly, the entire epistle of Jude is 
dedicated to warning against false teachers. 

Disputes in theology are not new, and departures from 
strict adherence to biblical truth have occurred repeatedly 
throughout the centuries. In the twentieth century, however, 
change in theology has been more rapid and more 
devastating to biblical faith than ever before. The common 
agreement of the church for centuries that the Bible is 
indeed the Word of God has been abandoned by many who 
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claim to be leaders in the church. For the first time 
theologians have proclaimed "God is dead," and atheism 
has been advanced as an alternative to biblical faith. In the 
religious field the stage is also set for fulfillment of these 
prophecies as the world moves to its final hour. 


> THE RISE OF THE OCCULT 


One of the significant prophecies of the apostle Paul was 
addressed to Timothy: "The Spirit clearly says that in later 
times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons" (1 Tim. 4:1). In this 
prophecy the apostle predicted not only that men would 
abandon the Christian faith in the end time but also that a 
prominent feature would be that men would follow spirit 
beings and the teachings of demons—messengers of Satan. 
These deceiving spirits would seek to seduce the world into 
accepting falsehood as the truth. 

A generation ago it would have seemed inconceivable 
that any large number of people in a modern society would 
believe in spirits and demons, except for Christians who 
accepted the existence of spirit beings on the testimony of 
Scripture. What was unthinkable a generation ago is widely 
accepted today, even on the part of those who have no 
regard for the Bible. 

The idea of psychic communication is now considered 
scientifically plausible, with experiments continuing to 
explore extrasensory perception. Fortune-tellers and 
mediums have always claimed to have a special kind of 
communication with the dead as well as the living. These 
mediums claim that spirits of those who have died can 
return as guides to give special insight into the past, 
present, and future. 

The idea of spirits as helpers and guides has 
popularized the spiritism movement, built on the idea that 
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communication with spirits can be a positive experience. 

More and more people have sought this experience 
through various rituals and seances, and new religious 
leaders, claiming to have supernatural power as mediums, 
have emerged and become prominent. 

While much of this has occupied those who are outside 
the Christian church, the concept of spiritism has also 
penetrated the church itself. Newspapers and magazines 
feature prophecies for each year, and psychics are 
becoming celebrities. When the movie The Exorcist 
appeared, which graphically showed the power of demons, 
it attracted millions of viewers. 

The entire trend toward experimentation with unseen 
spirits, often aided by drugs, is a frightening examination 
of satanic deception. All these things are an amazing 
development following the pattern outlined in the prophetic 
Word for the time of the end. With Christian faith and 
morality being discarded by many, the new trend toward 
spiritism and the occult is an obvious satanic substitute for 
biblical Christianity. 


> WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 


The apostle Paul warned of the coming time of the end in 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-12. The Thessalonians had been 
confused by false prophetic teaching. Paul clarified the 
situation by describing four future prophetic events in a 
definite order that provides a calendar of events for the end 
time. For informed observers, these events signal the 
countdown to Armageddon. 

First, there would be the rise of unbelief and departure 
from the faith within the church. Paul wrote: "Concerning 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 
to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily 
unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter 
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supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the 
Lord has already come. Don't let anyone deceive you in 
any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction" (2 Thess. 2:1-3). By rebellion Paul 
meant "departure from the faith." Our English word 
apostasy comes from the Greek word in the New 
Testament translated rebellion. 

Second, the Holy Spirit, who now restrains evil in the 
world and who indwells the church, will be taken away at 
the time of the Rapture. Obviously the removal of every 
Christian in the world who is indwelt by the Spirit will 
release a flood tide of evil such as the world has never 
seen. It will allow the immediate takeover of the world 
church by those completely devoid of Christian faith and 
will allow other forces of evil a free hand in human history. 

Third, at this point in the calendar of events Satan's 
man of the hour will emerge. Paul wrote: "And now you 
know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed 
at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is 
already at work; but the one who now holds it back will 
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will 
overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the 
splendor of his coming. The coming of the lawless one will 
be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all 
kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in 
every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing" (2 
Thess. 2:6-10). The emergence of this wicked character, 
designed by Satan to be a substitute for Jesus Christ, is the 
signal for the beginning of all types of satanic works that 
will deceive the entire world and eventually cause men to 
worship this person as their god. 

Fourth, the period of evil introduced by this "lawless 
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one" will climax in the second coming of Christ, when the 
world will be judged and evil will be destroyed. This event 
coincides with the Battle of Armageddon and the 
judgments that will attend the second coming of Jesus 
Christ to the earth. 


> THE EMERGENCE OF THE SUPER-CHURCH 


Fear and panic will accompany the disappearance of true 
believers from the earth at the time of the Rapture (1 Thess. 
4:13-18). This will amplify the world's desire for a strong 
religious organization to bring order from that religious 
chaos. With millions of people disappearing, natural 
disasters, a rapid rise in demonic power, and false prophets 
performing signs and wonders, the world will be grasping 
for something that is secure. In desperation the masses will 
turn to the world church for help. 

Without the redeeming presence of true believers, the 
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox churches will combine 
into a powerful religious and political institution. This 
super-church will be able to command the devotion of 
hundreds of millions throughout the world and will have 
power to put to death those who resist its demands for 
adherence (Rev. 17:6). The new world church will be in 
alliance with the political powers of the Middle East. This 
combined effort will prepare the way for a new government 
with absolute power over the entire world. 

This unholy alliance is portrayed symbolically in 
Revelation 17, which describes a wicked harlot riding a 
scarlet-colored beast. For centuries expositors have 
recognized the harlot as the symbol of religion and the 
scarlet beast as representing the political power of the 
Mediterranean Confederacy in the end time. While their 
alliance will bring a temporary stability to the world, it will 
also create a blasphemous religious system that will lead 
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the world to new depths of immorality and departure from 
true faith in God. 

One of the fruits of their combined power will be the 
forced peace with Israel (to be discussed later). While there 
will be some show of religious tolerance in permitting the 
revival of Judaism, it will be short-lived and will continue 
only as long as the peace treaty is observed. In other parts 
of the world, persecution and martyrdom apparently will 
follow the extending power of the combined political and 
ecclesiastical alliance. But the final form of world religion 
will emerge later. 


> ATHEISM AS THE KEY TO THE FINAL WORLD 
RELIGION 


One of the phenomena of the twentieth century has been 
the rapid growth of Communism with its official religion of 
atheism, which has swept more than one-third of the world 
into its clutches. Although the political idealism of 
Communism does not seem to be perpetuated in the end 
time, the Communist dedication to atheism, materialism, 
and military power will prepare the way for the final form 
of world religion. 

After describing the alliance of the church and the 
political power of the Middle East during the period of the 
peace treaty with Israel, the apostle John revealed that the 
harlot-church would be destroyed and burned with fire by 
the ten kings associated with the Mediterranean dictator. 
This apparently will be at the beginning of his bid for 
world power, approximately three-and-a-half years before 
the second coming of Christ. Scripture makes it quite clear 
that the final form of religion will be atheistic, 
materialistic, and man-centered. To some extent, it will be 
similar to the pattern of Roman emperors, who deified 
themselves as gods. 
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Though Communism seems to be declining in 
acceptance and power in the world today, the atheism it 
spawned, along with the other influences toward a 
materialistic world system, is an obvious preparation for 
the final form of world religion. According to Daniel 
11:36-38 the final world ruler will disregard all previous 
gods and will honor only "a god of fortresses," referring to 
military and materialistic power personified. The final form 
of world religion, empowered by Satan himself, will be the 
worship of the world ruler who is Satan's substitute for 
Jesus Christ. Today there is already a world church 
movement preparing the way for a world church. And the 
Communist movement is preparing the world for the final 
form of atheistic religion. This makes it clear that the stage 
for the end time is already set. 


> NEVER BEFORE 


Never before in history have all the factors been present for 
the fulfillment of prophecy relating to end-time religious 
trends and events. Only in our generation have the 
combined revival of Israel, the formation of a world 
church, the increasing power of Muslim religion, the rise of 
the occult, and the worldwide spread of atheistic 
philosophy been present as a dramatic setting for the final 
fulfillment of prophecy. As far as world religion is 
concerned, the road to Armageddon is already well 
prepared, and those who will travel to their doom may well 
be members of our present generation. 
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> THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


As long as the U.S. and Russia have the balance of world 
power, how can a new order and a new world leader 
emerge? How can an empire like the old Roman Empire be 
formed with Europe divided by an Iron Curtain? How can 
the center of world power shift to ten nations, as indicated 
in Daniel 7:7 and 24, that does not include Russia or the 
United States? 

These questions have puzzled students of biblical 
prophecy for decades. Now the pattern of the future is 
becoming clear. The new world order is emerging. The 
essential bargaining chips of the new order are to restore 
peace, guarantee the flow of oil, and stop disruption in the 
Middle East. 

Who are the ten nations that will risk everything in a 
bid for world power? Who will promise peace, a Pax 
Romana, for the Middle East after the U.S. and Russia are 
unwilling or unable to dictate a solution? 

In retrospect, the U.S./Russian balance of power that 
dictated the course of world events had to end before the 
new world leader could emerge. How will this post-World 
War II balance of power be shattered? And in this vacuum, 
how will the nations and leaders that are described in 
prophecies of old take the stage? What remarkable series of 
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events will result in the new world leader sweeping into 
power? 


> SOVIET DOMINATION OF EASTERN EUROPE 


The central goal of Soviet foreign policy from 1945 to 
1985 was the establishment and maintenance of its 
domination of Eastern Europe. Stalinism was exported to 
the bloc countries. The role of terror and the cult of 
personality was reduced after 1953, but the system of total 
social control remained supported by the use or threat of 
Soviet military power. 

For decades a divided Europe was accepted as an 
international reality. Many, including the Soviets, felt a 
permanently divided Germany would prevent its economic 
and military ascendancy. 

The economy of Eastern Europe was dictated by 
Soviet-style centralized planning. Economic 
mismanagement and structural problems led to obvious 
economic difficulties. In 1973 Eastern Europe was 
protected from the oil blackmail by trade agreements with 
the Soviet Union, one of the world's largest producers of 
crude oil. But soon it became obvious that the Soviet Union 
would exact a terrible economic toll for supplying oil. 

Energy conservation and a switch to coal were forced 
on Eastern Europe. The result was catastrophic pollution 
and permanent damage to the ecology. But this was not 
enough. 

As the Eastern bloc entered the 1980s, the decade was 
to see all the "factors of production" decline. Capital was 
limited by external debt and repayment problems. Labor 
productivity declined and production problems reduced 
exports. 

Energy was now a major concern. Eastern Europe was 
painfully dependent on external sources of energy. The 
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Soviet Union demanded hard currency payment or 
equivalent commodities as payment for oil and gas and 
reduced deliveries. But Eastern Europe was already 
burdened by hard currency debt and payment schedules 
that robbed the capital needed for industrial development. 

The answer for electricity was also a dependence on the 
Soviet Union. Electricity from a rapid expansion in nuclear 
energy was to be the answer. Central planners envisioned 
that 50 percent of Eastern Europe's electricity would be 
generated by nuclear power. But the Chernobyl nuclear 
power disaster in April 1986 slowed the progress toward 
increased dependence on nuclear energy. Radical structural 
change was necessary in both the Soviet Union and the 
Eastern bloc. But who could have predicted it would 
happen like a whirlwind? 


> THE DEMISE OF SOVIET POWER 


In March 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev was elected general 
secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. He 
inherited a dying ideology and an enormous backlog of 
problems. The inept bureaucracy, moral decline, and 
economic problems of the country could no longer be 
ignored. 

Although the breakup of Russian control of Eastern 
Europe did not make headlines until 1989, the agenda for 
change started when the Soviet political elite realized that 
the Soviet Union could not survive without sweeping 
economic and political change. But how could the 
Europeanization of the Soviet Union proceed without a 
reversal of the Sovietization of Eastern Europe? 

The agenda of perestroika was forced by the appalling 
economic and political failure of Soviet socialism. But the 
former superpower did not willingly give up its hold on 
Europe. The tight grip of the Soviet domination of Europe 
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was finally broken by a determined people no longer 
willing to tolerate oppression. 

The Soviet dominance was broken in 1989-1990. But 
what new powerful alliances would solve the social, 
political, and economic problems of the Eastern bloc? 


> NEW REALITIES IN EASTERN EUROPE 


By the dawn of the 1990s Europe was in transition. The 
Berlin Wall had fallen, along with the entire Politburo and 
the East German government. In Czechoslovakia, 
Alexander Dubcek was the newly elected president of a 
reshaped Federal Assembly. Mass demonstrations had 
begun in Sofia that eventually led to elections and the end 
of the Communist Party's monopoly. The execution of 
Nicolae and Elena Ceausescu had stopped a brief and 
bloody civil war in Romania. The independence movement 
in Poland was gaining momentum. 

The mass exodus of East Germans to the West led to 
rapid moves toward unification and adoption of the West 
German mark as the one currency of both countries. In the 
bloc's first elections, East Germans gave a 49 percent 
plurality to the Alliance for Germany—promising a rapid 
push toward reunification. Not that everything was easy. 
Worsening standards of living in Hungary and Poland 
proved that the transition to market economies may lead to 
inflation, unemployment, and wage freezes. Will the 
resolve for free markets and democratic governments be 
strong enough to avoid trading old shackles for the 
promises of new powerful alliances or despotism in another 
form? 

How will the terrible dependence of Eastern Europe on 
imported energy be resolved? By 1990 East Germany 
required 150,000,000 barrels of oil, with 90% supplied by 
the Soviet Union. Czechoslovakia required 120,000,000 
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barrels, supplied entirely by the Soviet Union. Poland 
required 110,000,000 barrels, supplied primarily by the 
Soviet Union, and Hungary needed another 62,000,000 
barrels. The U.S.S.R. exported over a billion barrels of oil a 
year before the Middle East crisis of 1990. Most of this oil 
went to East Germany (13%), Czechoslovakia (12%), 
Poland (10%), Bulgaria (10%), Italy (9%), and Hungary 
(6%). 


> WHO NEEDS OIL THE MOST? 


When the 1990 Middle East crisis began, the United States 
imported more oil than any other single country. The 
annual consumption of imported oil had gone up to over 
2.4 billion barrels. Half of the oil needed to keep the 
machinery running was imported, and Saudi Arabia was 
supplying more than any other exporter. 

Japan was also very dependent, needing approximately 
1.2 billion barrels annually. Japan's industrial prosperity 
was based on imported oil, with over 30% of that oil 
coming from the Persian Gulf. Japan, however, could 
afford to pay for this oil even if it was scarce, and Japan 
could further increase her energy efficiency. 

Western Europe as a whole needed slightly more 
imported oil than even the United States. Eastern Europe 
needed at least another 442,000,000 barrels. This means 
that a unified Europe will need over 2.8 billion barrels of 
imported oil. By 1990 West Germany had greatly increased 
her energy efficiency since the 1970s, but with unification 
the problems of oil cost, energy efficiency, and ecology 
were major issues. A staggering amount of oil will be 
needed to guarantee Europe's prosperity into the 21st 
century. Europe has little production and few remaining 
energy options for the next decade. 
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> IF THE MACHINES STOP 


What will happen if terrorism, conventional warfare, 
chemical or bacteriological warfare, or a nuclear exchange 
threaten or even partially damage the production capacity 
of the Persian Gulf? By 1990, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Israel, 
and Iran all were believed to possess stockpiles of chemical 
weapons. The race to develop and deploy nuclear weapons 
began in earnest in the 1980s, but Israel's bombing of Iraq's 
Osirak nuclear reactor in 1981 delayed Iraq's development 
of nuclear weapons. 

Not counting the huge loss of life and equipment that 
will accompany any outbreak of open war, what would be 
the real cost if the industrial machines and transportation of 
the Western world came to a stop? Can world economic 
order be restored if this is allowed to happen? 

Who will have the most at stake? Who will have the 
power and pay the price to intervene at any cost? 

It will not be Russia, with her oil production and 
serious internal problems. Ultimately even the U.S. would 
be able to withdraw—able to depend on her own 
production and oil supplies from Nigeria, Mexico, Canada, 
and Venezuela. 

The nations most terrified by a halt in the machinery 
will be the nations striving for a new world order, a new 
prosperity similar to that of the ancient Roman Empire. 
They have no capacity to survive without oil. They must 
form new alliances, achieve military power, and attempt to 
dictate peace for the Middle East. 

But this attempt to guarantee peace will be a cover for 
the most massive consolidation of power in Europe and 
Africa since the Roman Empire. The players in this new 
and dangerous game are almost ready. And the game is 
defined just as the Bible predicted. 
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> THE STAGE FOR THE TEN-NATION 
CONFEDERACY 


The changes in Europe and the relaxing of the Cold War 
prepare the way for new European cooperation. A 
confederacy of European nations once decried as 
impossible is now a natural result of the changes in Europe 
and is predicted even by the secular press. The need for a 
group of nations other than the U.S. or Russia to keep order 
in the Middle East and provide a continual oil flow is 
absolutely necessary to preserve the world economy. With 
the changing situation in Europe and the Middle East, the 
stage is set for precisely what the Bible predicts—a ten- 
nation group, a dictator, and an ultimate world government 
centered in the Middle East. The fulfillment of biblical 
prophecy is now a plausible outcome of the present world 
crisis. 


> THE BOTTOM LINE 


All of these facts lead to a spiritual challenge. If the 
Rapture of the church is imminent before the Middle East 
ruler emerges, it is not only possible but probable that the 
Rapture will take place soon. Never before in history have 
there been more reasons to recognize the world situation as 
the final scenario for fulfillment of prophecy. 

But the bottom line for every individual is not the order 
of future events. Rather, it is whether he or she is ready to 
meet Christ. The ultimate prophecy is that every individual 
will meet Christ as his or her judge. Salvation in Christ is 
the most important fact of life, and present world events are 
a pointed reminder that the future will literally fulfill every 
prophecy of the Bible. 

Now is the time to respond in faith and obedience 
before it is too late. 
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> THE WORLD CLAMOR FOR PEACE 


The 1990 crisis, precipitated by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
and the rapid deployment of U.S. and other troops in the 
region began a new and volatile period in the Middle East. 
The NATO embargo of Iraq began a dangerous stand-off. 
Saddam Hussein called on the entire Muslim world to join 
in a "holy war" against the troops on Arab soil. The 
Palestinians and other disenfranchised groups were quick 
to take Iraq's side. 

How long could the world tolerate this explosive 
situation with hostages, terrorist attacks, and the daily 
threat of war? 

The only real solution is a peace treaty that settles 
disputes, disarms the antagonists, and provides absolute 
guarantees. In short, a peace treaty backed up by force. A 
powerful leader will seize world attention by such an offer 
when the world is on the brink of chaos. 
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> PEACE AND THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 


A peace settlement in the Middle East is one of the most 
important events predicted for the end time. The signing of 
this peace treaty will start the final countdown leading to 
Armageddon and then introduce the new world leader who 
will be destined to become world dictator—the infamous 
Antichrist. 

According to Daniel 9:27, the last seven years leading 
up to the second coming of Christ will begin with just such 
a peace settlement. The same passage describes a covenant 
to be made between the nation of Israel and the prince who 
will rise to power (Dan. 9:26), who is related to the Roman 
Empire and the people who destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 
70. While the details of the covenant are not given, it will 
be an attempt to settle the Arab-Israeli controversy that has 
focused world attention on the Middle East. It may take the 
form of a forced peace settlement in which Israel returns 
the land conquered through war in exchange for strong 
international guarantees for Israel's safety and prosperity. 


> THE REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE 


Scriptures describe a world situation, not unlike what we 
have today, preceding such a peace settlement. First there 
will be an alignment of ten nations in the Mediterranean. In 
Daniel 7:7 and 24 this is symbolized by ten horns on a 
beast that represents the last world empire, the Roman 
Empire in its final and revised form. Many interpreters of 
biblical prophecy have felt that the Common Market of 
Europe will be a fulfillment of this predicted alignment of 
nations. Whether the Common Market is the preliminary 
form of this ten-nation group or whether it is the forerunner 
of another confederacy of nations is difficult to predict. The 
final confederacy of ten nations will constitute the revived 
Roman Empire, which will have the economic and political 
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power necessary to control the Mediterranean. The final 
leader to emerge must eventually be able to seize control of 
three of these nations in a direct takeover. 


> ROLE OF CHANGING EUROPE 


Rapid changes in Europe, which tended to end the Cold 
War and bring Europe together with less hostility, 
constitute a preparation for a United States of Europe, 
which has often been predicted even in the secular press. 
With military differences somewhat settled, it may be 
much easier for a number of nations in Europe to band 
together in a political union. Though the predicted Ten- 
Nation Confederacy will probably include some nations in 
western Asia and northern Africa, most of the nations 
probably will come from Europe, including Italy, which 
was the capital country of the Roman Empire, and such 
important countries as Spain, France, Greece, and others. 
The changed climate in Europe is another aspect of the 
rapidly changing scene that fits precisely into prophecies of 
the end time. 

The trends of international intrigue in Europe and the 
Middle East point to the necessity for an alliance of nations 
to bring peace and economic prosperity to that area. 
Changes necessary to make the situation conform to the 
prophetic anticipation of Daniel could take place rapidly in 
the present world scene. 


> ISRAEL READY TO NEGOTIATE 


Certain conditions, however, are absolutely necessary 
before the final peace settlement can occur. First, Israel has 
to be back in the land before such a peace treaty would 
even be possible. Israel's return to the land in 1948 and her 
recognition as a political state constitute an important first 
step. The military conflict and constant turmoil ever since 
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have set the stage for just such a peace treaty. Without 
great world pressure for Israel to accept a compromise 
peace, any type of forced peace settlement would also seem 
unthinkable. 

The world energy crisis, accompanied by the new 
independence and wealth of the Arab states, has created a 
compelling movement toward a final peace covenant. The 
fear of an international economic disaster will cause the 
more sensible Arab countries, Israel, and the industrialized 
countries of the West to seek a final agreement at any cost. 
These realities are now present in our world. 


> ANEW WORLD LEADER TO EMERGE 


A second set of realities predicted in Scripture concern a 
leader who will arise in the Middle East. His emergence 
may well come as an event immediately preceding the 
signing of a peace settlement. The Middle East today is 
looking for just such a world leader, one who will not only 
captivate the Middle East and gain its concurrence in his 
plan and program, but who will ultimately rule the world. 
The focus of attention will soon be on the struggle for key 
leadership to emerge in Europe and the Arab countries. The 
future man of the hour is awaiting the proper moment to 
make his move. Before the emergence of this world leader, 
the promise of Christ to come for His church will be 
fulfilled. International events in the Middle East thus make 
the Rapture of the church a matter of immediate 
expectation. 

What form will the coming peace settlement take? In 
view of the many surprises in the Middle East, it is 
hazardous to prophesy the precise form of such a final 
peace settlement. It is also difficult to predict what 
catastrophic events will make this forced peace necessary. 
Will it be a new outbreak of all-out war with chemical 
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weapons or use of tactical nuclear weapons? 

Whatever the precipitating events or the form of the 
peace agreement, ultimately it must give Israel security 
from attack and freedom from the constant state of military 
defense. It is very possible that an international 
peacekeeping force and secure boundaries may be 
guaranteed by the new and powerful Ten-Nation 
Confederacy. A general disarmament in the area may also 
be part of the agreement. 

The key issue in negotiations will be the city of 
Jerusalem itself, which Israel prizes more than any other 
possession. Undoubtedly there will be a strong attempt to 
make Jerusalem an international city, with free access not 
only for Jews but for Christians and Muslims as well. The 
temple area may be internationalized, and Israel's territorial 
conquests will be greatly reduced. 

In the light of Arab power and the changing role of the 
United States as the sole supporting force behind Israel's 
continuity as a nation, it seems that any settlement that 
does not deal with Jerusalem will not satisfy the Arab 
world. 

How soon will such a peace settlement come? No one 
can hazard a guess. But come it must; here the Scriptures 
are clear. There will be a covenant between the new world 
leader and Israel (Dan. 9:27) that will permit Israel to 
continue and to renew her religious ceremonies, including 
the building of a Jewish temple and the reactivation of 
Jewish sacrifices. All of this was anticipated in the 
prophecies of Daniel 9:27 and 12:11 and was implied in the 
prophecy of Christ Himself relating to the stopping of the 
sacrifices when the covenant is broken (Matt. 24:15). 


> MADE TO BE BROKEN 


Rumors from Arab conferences have indicated that any 
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form of peace settlement now would only be a temporary 
position of advantage in preparation for a possible later war 
with Israel. This tactic has been necessary to appease 
radical Palestinian factions who oppose any permanent 
settlement. Unfortunately, the final peace will be much the 
same—it will be a peace made to be broken. The peace 
settlement prophesied in Scripture will be a bid for world 
recognition by the new leader of the Mediterranean 
Confederacy. The peace will be observed only for three- 
and-a-half years and will be a major steppingstone in his 
rise to world power. The peace settlement will be destined 
to be broken, bringing devastating consequences for the 
world and terrible persecution for Israel. This breaking of 
the covenant will mark what Christ called the "great 
tribulation" (Matt. 24:21 KJV), a time that Jeremiah 
referred to as "the time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 30:7 Av). 


> WAITING FOR THE PRINCE OF PEACE 


The final persecution of Jews during the Time of Jacob's 
Trouble will awaken Israel's understanding to what has 
taken place. All the hopes and illusions of the past will be 
stripped away. This clear fulfillment of prophecy will lead 
to the startling realization that the first coming of the 
Messiah is past and that His second coming is near. In the 
horror of the last three and a half years of the Great 
Tribulation, these new believers will cling to the hope of 
Christ's second coming. Jesus prophesied that He would 
not come again until Israel would say, "Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord" (Matt. 23:39). 

And so it will be that no permanent peace can ever 
come until the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
returns in power and glory to reign over the earth. 
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> THE FEAR OF RUSSIAN INVASION 


One of the major factors in the Middle East conflict in the 
past has been the threat of Russian intervention. Just as the 
power and military weapons of the United States assured 
Israel's survival up to the present time, so the power of 
Russia and her military might were the shadows cast over 
the Middle East situation. It was this threat that prevented 
the exploitation of Israel's success in 1956. It was this fear 
that caused the cease-fire in 1973 and prevented Israel from 
capitalizing upon her strategic position. The cease-fire 
came at a time when the Egyptian Third Army was almost 
surrounded. The isolation of the Third Army would have 
allowed the Israeli army and air force to advance deep into 
Egypt and, eventually, Syria. The limiting factor in each of 
these wars has been the fear that overwhelming Israeli 
military success would bring a Russian invasion, creating a 
direct confrontation between Russia and the United States 
and the possibility of nuclear war. 
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The fear of a Russian invasion has never been entirely 
unfounded. Russia has been deeply committed to the 
support of the Arab countries and would not have waited 
on the sidelines if one of the major countries was ready to 
collapse. The presence of the powerful Russian fleet plus 
the close proximity of Russia to the area would make a 
direct military intervention possible. Prophecy, in fact, has 
predicted a time when this will actually take place. Ezekiel 
described it in these words: "Therefore, son of man, 
prophesy and say to Gog: "This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: In that day, when my people Israel are living 
in safety, will you not take notice of it? You will come 
from your place in the far north, you and many nations with 
you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty 
army. You will advance against my people Israel like a 
cloud that covers the land. In days to come, O Gog, I will 
bring you against my land, so that the nations may know 
me when I show myself holy through you before their 
eyes" (Ezek. 38:14-16). 


> THE DECLINING POWER OF RUSSIA 


With Communism crumbling in Eastern Europe, the 
desperate financial and political situation of Russia has 
come to the attention of the entire world. Russia today, 
though still possessing a tremendous army and many 
nuclear weapons, is not the threat to world peace that it was 
before. For the first time since World War II, Russia does 
not have the resources or the will to conduct a world war. 
Russia does, however, continue to have impressive military 
power in close proximity to the Middle East. 

In the past Russia used various types of financial and 
military aid to establish her influence in the Middle East, 
but her role has been tenuous at best. Technically ordered 
out of Egypt in 1972, Russia again became fully involved 
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in 1973 and 1974 as a result of her military support of Syria 
and Egypt. Russia has also been the source of much of the 
military hardware purchased by nations of the Middle East. 

As Arab financial independence grew with the 
tremendous wealth furnished by oil, Arab nations were able 
to purchase sophisticated weapons from almost any country 
in the world. Both Iraq and Iran, during their long struggle 
of eight years, drew heavily upon other nations for their 
military hardware, including loans of billions of dollars in 
order to finance the war effort. The fact that the war ended 
in a draw, with neither country gaining anything but losing 
a million men in war casualties, is an indication of the 
limitations of Arab nations to conduct a worldwide 
conflict. This had its obvious influence upon the outcome 
of Iraq's bid for Kuwait and the world opposition to it. 


> THE RUSSIAN DIPLOMATIC GAMBLE 


With Russia dependent on her naval power to maintain her 
military and commercial presence throughout the world, 
successful manipulation of the Arab countries has been 
necessary to continue her freedom of movement in the 
Mediterranean and hopefully, through the Suez Canal, in 
the Indian Ocean as well. If Russia is to continue as a 
world power, her Baltic fleets must have freedom of 
movement west into the Atlantic and east, through Suez, 
into southern Asia. 

Since the countries of the Middle East are Russia's near 
neighbors, some control of the area is essential to Russian 
national security. Russia's strategy of diplomatic and 
financial involvement in the area has begun to fail. If 
Russia's economic survival or national security are 
threatened, Russia will have few options other than a direct 
military move to control Middle East events. 
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> RUSSIA'S FUTURE EXCLUSION FROM MIDDLE 
EAST AFFAIRS 


From the standpoint of the prophetic Word, it is clear that 
Russia has no more real and vital union with the Arab 
world than the Arab world has with the United States. To 
some extent, both superpowers were only tolerated and are 
still seen as "infidels." Prophecy has predicted that Russia's 
attack on Israel (Ezek. 38-39), which will be a part of end- 
time events, will result in disaster for Russia and end her 
major influence on the Middle East. 

The world energy crisis has introduced an important 
element to the alignment of nations in the Middle East. 
Both Russia and the United States have oil production and 
energy resources of their own, but the new prosperity of a 
united Europe must depend entirely on Arab oil. It seems 
reasonable to assume that this will ultimately cause 
European nations to seek a more active role in the Middle 
East. 

When the crisis with Iraq occurred in 1990, Europe and 
the United States combined their efforts to control the 
damage involved, indicating a recognition on the part of all 
the countries of the absolute necessity of resisting 
aggression in the region and maintaining the lifeline of the 
oil of the Persian Gulf. 

Oil from the Persian Gulf is absolutely essential to the 
military and political welfare of the world as a whole and 
especially to the economic stability of Europe and Japan. 

Prophecy gives no indication of an active role for either 
the United States or Russia in the final peace settlement to 
be made in the area. 

During end-time events Russia will be excluded from 
participation in Middle East affairs and finally will resort to 
war in an attempt to gain control of the area. It is this 
invasion, described in Ezekiel 38 and 39, that will disrupt 
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the Mediterranean Confederacy's peace covenant and 
swing the balance of world power sharply in favor of the 
Mediterranean leader, allowing him to declare himself 
world dictator. 


> RUSSIA'S COMING INVASION OF ISRAEL 


The prophet Ezekiel described the time when Russia will 
make a military bid for power in the Middle East. The 
prophetic chapters of Ezekiel 38 and 39 present many 
problems to the interpreter, but they clearly describe a 
horde of armed might invading Israel from the north. The 
names given to the leader, the country, and the cities, as 
well as the clear description of armies out of "your place in 
the far north" (Ezek. 38:15), could only refer to what we 
know today as Russia. 

The war is strange, as there is no record of an opposing 
army. The opposition is not from the Israeli army or any 
peacekeeping force in the area. The land is described as 
"recovered from war" (Ezek. 38:8), enjoying a time of 
peace and prosperity in Israel, and "all of them [the 
inhabitants] live in safety" (Ezek. 38:8). 

Ezekiel intended his prophecy to be a description of the 
"days to come" (Ezek. 38:16) with Israel regathered, 
enjoying what she believes to be a permanent peace. Part of 
the motive for the Russian invasion is that Israel will be an 
easy spoil. This will be Russia's bid for power against the 
Mediterranean Confederacy of nations that have guaranteed 
Israel's security. 

The invading army is described as "a great horde, a 
mighty army" (Ezek. 38:15). The Bible describes the use of 
primitive weapons—horses and horsemen clothed in full 
armor. Some believe these were the best words available to 
the prophet to describe modern technological warfare 
depending largely on tanks and armor, but a future 
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disarmament combined with the energy crisis and the 
proximity of Russia to Israel would make a mounted 
cavalry assault especially useful for a sneak attack. Russia 
is one of the few world powers that continues to maintain a 
large cavalry. In the invasion the Russian army will be 
joined by other smaller countries also isolated from the 
prosperity and industrial growth of the countries within the 
Mediterranean Confederacy. 


> RUSSIA'S DOWNFALL 


Whatever the solution to these interpretive problems, the 
decisive war and the outcome of the battle are crystal clear. 
The invading army, led by Russia, will descend on Israel 
during a time of peace and prosperity. The invaders will be 
completely destroyed by a series of catastrophes outlined in 
Ezekiel 38:18-23. The invaders will be destroyed by a great 
shaking of the earth, which will be combined with an 
overflowing rain of hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 
Whatever this means, the army will be destroyed, and 
seven months will be occupied just in burying the dead. 

God will intervene directly in history to save Israel. 
Many in Israel and throughout the world will see this event 
as an act of God. For some it will mark the beginning of a 
true belief in God, resulting in persecution and martyrdom. 
For the rest of the world it will be the beginning of a torrent 
of catastrophic events, destroying the balance of power in 
the world and allowing the Mediterranean leader to declare 
himself world dictator without immediate opposition. It is 
very possible that the Mediterranean leader, the Antichrist, 
will not only step into the power vacuum created by this 
event, but will also claim that he, in fact, destroyed the 
invading army. 


> IS THE RUSSIAN INVASION NEAR? 
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One of the important questions in the interpretation of 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 is where to place the invasion in the 
sequence of events that lead up to Armageddon. Scholars 
have disagreed, some placing it as an event that could 
occur at any time, others making it a part of the Battle of 
Armageddon itself. A few interpreters place it at the 
beginning of the millennial kingdom as an act of rebellion 
against Christ, and still others relate it to the rebellion at the 
end of the Millennium recorded in Revelation 20:7-9. 

According to Ezekiel, the invasion will come in the last 
days when Israel is enjoying a time of peace and 
prosperity. Israel is described as unarmed—a land of 
unwalled villages lulled into a sense of security. This has 
certainly not been true of Israel since her establishment in 
1948. Since that time the tiny nation has been in a constant 
state of alert. 

When will peace come? The predicted period of peace 
will come when the Mediterranean leader emerges to sign a 
peace covenant and settle the current Middle East strife. 
The emergence of this leader and his future is the subject of 
the next chapter. The most convincing arguments for the 
time of the Russian invasion place it during this covenant 
to be negotiated between the coming Mediterranean ruler 
and the nation Israel. 

All other interpretations of Ezekiel 38 and 39 encounter 
serious problems. The invasion is unlikely to occur 
immediately following the second coming of Christ when 
the armies of the world have already been destroyed at the 
Battle of Armageddon. The particular invasion described in 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 does not seem to fit the end of the 
millennial reign of Christ, even though Revelation 20:8 
also mentions "Gog and Magog." The whole world, rather 
than only Russia, will be involved in this final rebellion 
against God at the end of Christ's thousand-year reign on 
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earth. Immediately after this rebellion, the present heaven 
and earth will be destroyed and the eternal state will begin. 
By contrast, in Ezekiel 38 and 39 life has continuity. The 
passage includes details about the burying of the dead for 
seven months and the period of years before the area is free 
from the wounds of the disaster. 

The details Ezekiel gave for the invasion and the events 
that will follow also do not fit the period at the end of the 
Great Tribulation just before the Battle of Armageddon. 
The last part of the Tribulation will be a time of 
unprecedented disaster, persecution of Jews and believers, 
and horrifying turmoil in the world. This will not be a time 
when Israel is at rest, secure in unwalled villages, 
prosperous with gold, silver, cattle, and goods. Taking 
these factors into consideration, it seems clear that the 
battle will come when Israel has been lulled into the false 
security of the peace agreement signed by the leader of the 
Mediterranean Confederacy. This peace treaty will be 
signed by the leader representing the combined economic 
and military power of the ten nations that will finally make 
up the Mediterranean Confederacy. With these 
international guarantees, Israel will turn her energies 
toward increased prosperity rather than defense—only to 
have the peace covenant shattered in less than four years. 


> RUSSIA'S LOSS—THE ANTICHRIST'S GAIN 


As will be seen from the next chapter, Russia's attack on 
Israel will not simply be an attack on Israel alone, but it 
will be a challenge to the peace and protection promised by 
the new Mediterranean leader. The emergence of the 
powerful new alignment of Mediterranean nations will by 
this time have seriously limited Russia's role in the world. 
The attack by Russia will be a desperate attempt to recoup 
her position as a world power with influence over the 
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Middle East. 

The invasion of Israel will be enacted as a direct 
confrontation between Russia and the new Mediterranean 
leader. With the United States in isolation, the balance of 
power in the world will have shifted as a balance between 
the Mediterranean leader and his allies on one side and 
Russia and her allies on the other. Because of this, the 
destruction of the Russian army becomes tremendously 
significant. The balance of power will then fall 
dramatically into the hands of the Mediterranean leader. 
This greatly changed world situation will make him the 
most powerful leader in the world, leading to important and 
earthshaking events that will soon follow. 

The threat of Russian intervention in the Middle East is 
real. In the immediate future her financial diplomacy in the 
Middle East will not be sufficient to give her a major role 
in determining the area's future. Her eventual bid for power 
will be a military disaster. In the end Russia will reap a 
terrible judgment from God for her atheism, blasphemy, 
and hostility toward Israel. Like many nations before, 
Russia will feel the curse of God promised upon all those 
who curse His chosen people. 
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> THE DREAM OF CONQUERORS 


In the history of the world many a great man has dreamed 
of someday having the world at his feet. In the Middle East 
many great nations have risen and fallen. Egypt was a 
powerful nation in the Middle East fifteen hundred years 
before Christ. Then came Assyria with her capital at 
Nineveh. Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon, 
carved out a great empire that included most of western 
Asia. 

About three hundred years before Christ, Alexander the 
Great and his armies swept as far east as India and for a 
brief time ruled all of western Asia, northern Africa, and 
southeast Europe. At the time of Christ the Roman Caesars 
had subdued southern Europe, northern Africa, and western 
Asia to form the greatest empire ever known in history. In 
more modern times Napoleon dreamed of world conquest 
only to have his dreams shattered at Waterloo. In the 
twentieth century Hitler dreamed of someday having the 
world at his feet. 

But none of these men ever really conquered the entire 
world. The military conquerors of the ancient world at best 
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conquered portions of Europe, North Africa, and western 
Asia, but no world ruler has ever controlled all of the three 
major continents related to the Middle East, much less the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere—North America, 
Central America, and South America. Until our generation, 
the world was not really ready for a universal government. 


> A SHRINKING WORLD 


The advances of modern technology in communication, 
transportation, and the weapons of war have suddenly 
shrunk our world. A missile can reach any part of the world 
in less than thirty minutes. Television and radio provide 
instant communication. A world in which men could once 
live in a measure of isolation is now geographically one. 
Every major event, whether it is an oil embargo, the 
development of a new nuclear weapon, or the threat of 
starvation, is now disclosed by international television that 
brings distant events into the homes of people around the 
world. Men and nations can no longer live in isolation. 

During and following World War I, for the first time, 
steps were taken to form an international body to prevent 
further world wars. The resulting League of Nations, 
however, was unsuccessful. With Congress already 
disillusioned by the practical results of World War I, the 
United States was not ready for such a role in world affairs. 
The idea of world government seemed unnecessary for a 
country oceans away from problems in Europe and Asia. 
But the earth was growing smaller, and America's isolation 
could not last for long. In 1941 the United States once 
again was drawn into a world war. The attack on Pearl 
Harbor marked the end of America's attempt to ignore her 
responsibilities in a shrinking world. 


> THE ADVENT OF THE BOMB 
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By the end of World War II, a frightening new dimension 
had been added to the need for a world government. 
Although the war itself was devastating and extended 
throughout more of the world than any previous war had, it 
ended with the atomic holocaust of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. With the advent of the atomic bomb, no nation 
or people could ever be safe again. The destructive 
capabilities of war had increased to a degree never before 
considered possible. 

Nuclear destruction threatened not only military forces 
but entire cities and civilian populations. Now a war of 
days or weeks could destroy the entire world. The time had 
come for a new international world organization. 


> WORLD GOVERNMENT—MAN'S LAST HOPE 


Out of the desire to avoid a major conflict involving atomic 
weaponry, the United Nations was born in 1946. While at 
first it included only a portion of the nations of the world, 
the United Nations soon grew to include most of them. 
With the admission of Red China, all the major nations and 
most of the smaller nations became part of this 
international structure. But the United Nations lacked the 
power to prevent war. During its history its weakness has 
been demonstrated again and again. Its failure to solve the 
conflict in Southeast Asia and its continued inability to 
prevent flare-ups in the Middle East have demonstrated that 
the United Nations is not the final answer. 

Still, some form of universal government seems the 
only hope for a world that can easily destroy itself. The 
problems facing the world—nuclear war, overpopulation, 
starvation, pollution, and economic  instability—are 
international problems. Even small countries can now upset 
the important web of international interdependence, as 
demonstrated by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. New 
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economic problems face the world. The international 
distribution of resources and the control of currencies 
necessitate regulation by some type of world agency. The 
United Nations, the Common Market, and the World Bank 
are only the beginning of a quest for some solution to the 
world's increasing problems. 

Many international leaders and intellectuals believe that 
a strong and effective world government is the only hope 
for the survival of man on this planet. As these attitudes are 
increasingly expressed in our time, it is important to ask 
what the Bible has to say on this subject. As a matter of 
fact, the prophets anticipated just such a state of affairs in 
the world as the end time approaches. 


> DANIEL'S PROPHECY OF WORLD EMPIRES 


The prophets may never have realized the modern reasons 
for a world government, but they did predict that history 
would end in one central government that would embrace 
the entire world. The Bible not only predicted the rise and 
fall of the important world empires that have passed, but 
with prophetic accuracy has described the events that will 
lead to a final world government before the second coming 
of Christ. 

The prophet Daniel, for instance, described the series of 
developments that will bring the entire earth to a final 
world government, which will reach its climax when Christ 
returns to judge the nations and set up His kingdom on 
earth (Dan. 7). Daniel predicted with accuracy the 
progression of preceding world empires. The first empire 
described by Daniel was that of Babylon, which conquered 
Jerusalem when Daniel was a child. As a prophet during 
the Babylonian exile, Daniel predicted the fall of the 
Babylonian Empire and the rise of the Medes and the 
Persians, which he witnessed within his lifetime. But most 
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important, Daniel revealed a prophetic list of all the world 
empires that would rise and fall before the second coming 
of Christ. Daniel's prophecy offers a complete outline of 
the history of world empires written before these empires 
came into existence. This outline is so important to the 
understanding of the future of the nations that Jesus related 
His predictions to events in Daniel's prophecy. 

Daniel's outline of world empires included the 
Babylonian Empire, the empire of the Medes and Persians, 
the empire of Greece, and the Roman Empire. Daniel also 
anticipated a final stage to the Roman Empire that is still 
future. It is this final world empire and its world dictator 
that will push the world toward Armageddon. In that final 
world war the history of empires built by conquest will be 
ended forever by the second coming of Christ. Empires and 
governments created by men will be replaced by a direct 
rule of God on earth—a final millennium of peace, 
righteousness, and prosperity before history ends in a new 
heaven and a new earth. 


> THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE ROMAN 
EMPIRE 


Daniel named the empires of Babylon, the Medes and the 
Persians, and of Alexander the Great. After the decline and 
fall of the Greek city-states, the next empire to arise was 
that of Rome, which came into power in the centuries 
preceding the coming of Christ. This fourth empire was not 
named by Daniel but was described as "very powerful. It 
had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and 
trampled underfoot whatever was left" (Dan. 7:7). The 
armies of Rome crushed all opposition and extended the 
iron control of the Caesars over all of southern Europe, 
western Asia, and North Africa. But Daniel also observed 
that in the last stage of the empire the iron would be mixed 
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with baked clay, implying that the fourth kingdom would 
be vulnerable to sudden destruction as pottery would be to 
being shattered (Dan. 2:41-45). 


> THE FUTURE REVIVAL OF THE FOURTH 
KINGDOM 


According to Daniel's prophecy, this fourth empire of the 
Caesars, although seemingly destroyed, is not actually dead 
and gone. A final form of the last empire is destined to 
emerge when the leaders of ten nations, originally in the 
Roman Empire, form a new confederacy of Mediterranean 
nations (Dan. 7:7). 

Daniel's vision of this stage of the Roman Empire 
involved a beast, symbolically representing the Roman 
Empire, with the ten horns on the beast representing ten 
kings yet to rise on the stage of world history. The 
interpretation of the prophecy was directly given to Daniel, 
as recorded in Daniel 7:23-24: ''The fourth beast is a fourth 
kingdom that will appear on earth.... The ten horns are ten 
kings who will come from this kingdom. . . ."" 

The first phase of Rome's rise to power and the 
empire's division and decline are now ancient history. But 
the final phase of the fourth kingdom has not yet occurred. 
This has led students of biblical prophecy to expect a new 
concentration of power to emerge in the Mediterranean. 
The fourth world empire will be revived as a final prelude 
to Armageddon and the second coming of Christ. 

The first movements toward the revival of the fourth 
empire are in today's headlines as the drama of 
international power and wealth again focuses on the Middle 
East. Ten strong nations can be expected to emerge in an 
alliance of political and economic power. That will be the 
beginning of the future revival of the Roman Empire. This 
will set the stage for the emergence of the new world 
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dictator. 


> THE COMING DICTATOR'S FIRST MOVE 


A new world dictator will first reveal himself in the role of 
a peacemaker in the Middle East. This event will take place 
during the first stage of the revived Roman Empire, the 
fourth world empire described by Daniel. Symbolically the 
new world leader is depicted as "another horn, a little one" 
who will emerge in the ten-nation Mediterranean 
Confederacy (Dan. 7:8). Daniel described his vision of the 
new world ruler's rise to power in these words: "While I 
was thinking about the horns, there before me was another 
horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of 
the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes 
like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully"" 
(Dan. 7:8). 

The ten-nation group that consolidates the power and 
wealth of the Middle East will soon come under the control 
of this new leader. Bible expositors have concluded that 
this emerging ruler will first of all conquer three countries 
of the original ten and then take control of the entire group 
of ten nations. The other seven leaders will yield control of 
the Mediterranean Confederacy to this new strong man of 
the Middle East. 

Daniel identified this man as the one who eventually 
will become the final world dictator, the Antichrist 
described in Revelation. He is described as different from 
the other ten leaders, speaking out against God, persecuting 
believers in God, and growing in power until he controls 
the entire world for a period of forty-two months. 

The interpretation given to Daniel noted that "after 
them another king will arise, different from the earlier 
ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak against the 
Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set 
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times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him 
for a time, times and half a time" (Dan. 7:24-25). 

The time period of his absolute rule can be calculated 
as a year, plus two years, plus half a year-three and a half 
years (cf. Dan. 12:11; Rev. 13:5). 


> UNDERSTANDING DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS 


Daniel's prophecy provides the key to the entire drama of 
the last days. The new Mediterranean leader will cause a 
series of world-shattering events, which are described in 
detail by Daniel and the writer of the book of Revelation. 
Jesus identified this man as the final military conqueror 
who would invade Jerusalem and desecrate the temple, "the 
abomination that causes desolation, spoken of through the 
prophet Daniel" (Matt. 24:15). Jesus' reference to this event 
added another important piece to the prophetic puzzle. 

In Daniel 9:24-27 the prophet recorded a revelation of 
seventy "sevens" of years, actually 490 years, in which 
great events would take place in relation to Jerusalem and 
the Jewish people. The first two major time segments 
involved 483 years, or sixty-nine "sevens." The word 
translated "week" (KJV) actually means "seven" and refers 
to years, not days. This period was described by Daniel in 
these words: "Know and understand this: From the issuing 
of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the 
Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 
"sevens," and sixty-two "sevens." It will be rebuilt with 
streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty- 
two "sevens," the Anointed One will be cut off and will 
have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a 
flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have 
been decreed" (Dan. 9:25-26). 

The first time segment of Daniel's seventy weeks began 
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with the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, the decree 
given to Nehemiah in 445 B.C. The first seven weeks, or 
forty-nine years, marked the time needed to rebuild 
Jerusalem. The second segment of sixty-two weeks of 
years (434 years) marked the time that would pass until the 
Messiah was cut off. Adding these two segments reveals 
the amazing accuracy of Daniel's prophecy; the 483 years 
ended just before Jesus was rejected by the nation of Israel 
and crucified. Latest scholarship indicates this was in A.D. 
33. 

But one week of seven years is still left unfulfilled. The 
"people of the ruler who will come" (Dan. 9:26), referring 
to the Roman army of that day, did come and destroy the 
city and the temple, as predicted, in A.D. 70. But the future 
prince, the ruler of the revived Roman Empire, will fulfill 
his prophetic destiny during the last seven years yet to 
come. The new Mediterranean leader will be "the prince 
that shall come" (Dan. 9:26 KJV), or "the Anointed One. .. 
the ruler" (Dan. 9:26). He will seize control of the 
Mediterranean Confederacy of ten nations. With that power 
consolidated, he will then make his next decisive move. He 
will negotiate a peace covenant, guaranteeing Israel's 
security and bringing peace to the Middle East. According 
to Daniel, this important move will begin the last seven 
years of the predicted 490 years. It will be, in fact, the last 
seven years of world history before Armageddon and the 
second coming of Christ. 

"He will confirm a covenant with many for one 
"seven." In the middle of the "seven" he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will 
set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him" (Dan. 9:27). 

The Mediterranean leader will move from a tactic of 
peace to a tactic of crushing power. After making peace 


139 


Chapter 12 


with Israel, during the first three and a half years he will 
rule as dictator of the ten-nation Mediterranean 
Confederacy, keeping his covenant with Israel. In the 
middle of the seven years he will break his agreement. As 
noted in the previous chapter, this very possibly will 
coincide with Russia's attempt to invade Israel and Russia's 
mysterious annihilation. With the world balance of power 
dramatically in his favor and the world dazzled by Russia's 
defeat, the Antichrist will show his true colors. He will 
declare himself world dictator and move to crush all 
opposition. 


> FORTY-TWO MONTHS OF HORROR 


The prophets throughout the Bible have described the last 
years before the second coming of Christ as a time of great 
trouble. This is the time when the last world dictator will 
"devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it" 
(Dan. 7:23). This is the time Jesus described as a "great 
distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until 
now—and never to be equaled again. If those days had not 
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of 
the elect those days will be shortened" (Matt. 24:21-22). 

This is the same period and the same ruler described in 
Revelation 13. Revelation 13:5 tells us he will be given 
power and authority to reign for forty-two months. 
Revelation 13:7 reveals: "He was given power to make war 
against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given 
authority over every tribe, people, language and nation." 

Satan's man of destiny will have forty-two months of 
power as world dictator. In the process of this rule, God 
will bring His terrible judgments on a wicked, Christ- 
rejecting world. 

The prophetic calendar has been announced for 
centuries. The die is cast. The Middle East will return to 
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the center of the international stage. The leaders of the ten 
nations will consolidate the power lost by the fall of Rome. 
The future Mediterranean leader will await the right 
moment to upset three of these nations and seize control of 
the Ten-Nation Confederacy. 

For three-and-a-half years he will masquerade as a 
prince of peace, the savior of the world. For the next three- 
and-a-half years he will use satanic wonders and power to 
declare himself god and ruthlessly crush all opposition. 

Near the end of that period the nations of the world will 
field armies to challenge him. Gripped in a dramatic world 
war, the armies will converge to begin the suicidal Battle of 
Armageddon, as described in the next chapter. 


> TOOLS OF WORLD DOMINATION EXIST 
TODAY 


It is most significant that in our twentieth century not only 
does a need for a world government exist, but the tools for 
establishing such a government are now in our hands. For a 
world government to exist would require rapid 
communication. Today the electronic media, especially use 
of television via satellite, would be a tremendous tool in the 
hands of a world dictator who needs instant communication 
with the entire earth. A universal government also requires 
rapid transportation. Today men and arms can be 
transported to any part of the world in comparatively few 
hours, something that was impossible in any previous 
generation. The 1990 airlift of war materials by the United 
States to the Middle East illustrates the potential of modern 
transportation. 

Missile warfare could also be a tremendous tool in the 
hands of any world ruler. Missiles can be fired to any spot 
in the world in less than thirty minutes. A ruler with 
nuclear missiles at his disposal could threaten any portion 
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of the world, blackmailing it into submission with the 
threat of extinction. No previous ruler in the history of the 
world had such fearful weapons to enforce his rule. 

In the field of economics, Scriptures predict that the 
world ruler will have absolute control of the economy, and 
no one will buy or sell without his permission (Rev. 13:17). 
Today, with the advent of modern computers, for the first 
time in history this would be possible. A world government 
could keep financial accounts of all the businesses in the 
world, controlling purchases and sales and compiling an 
infinite amount of information about every individual. 

Now computer technology has already been developed 
for what is called the electronic transfer of funds. This 
allows a person to buy and sell without using credit cards, 
checks, or money in the form of currency. In a government- 
controlled economy the electronic transfer of funds would 
allow complete and total control of all transactions. Each 
person would have an account on a central computer 
network and be assigned an approved number. His 
employer would credit his pay to his account by an 
electronic transfer of funds. When a person wanted to buy 
anything, the store would simply check his number on the 
computer and then subtract his purchases instantly by using 
a small computer terminal. If a world ruler chose to use 
such a system instead of money—no one could buy or sell 
unless he gave them an approved number. 


> WORLD DICTATORSHIP POSSIBLE TODAY 


In our modern world all forms of representative and 
democratic governments will continue to be plagued by 
overwhelming problems. These will tend to undermine 
efforts at strong and resolute world leadership. As both 
domestic and international problems increase, the world 
will look for a new leader to act decisively to end the 
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turmoil precipitated by the Middle East crisis. Both the 
need and the tools for the control of the world by one 
strong ruler exist today. The increasing availability of 
nuclear weapons, the propaganda power of the world 
media, and the blackmail power of international economic 
agreements and embargoes make it possible for a world 
dictator to seize control of the world in a way that would 
have been impossible in any previous generation. 

In an amazing way, the necessary ingredients for a 
world government are present for the first time in the 
history of civilization. The time may not be far away when 
Scriptures predicting such a government, written long 
before one was possible, will have their accurate and 
complete fulfillment. 
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CHAPTER 13 
THE DAY OF WORLD 
CATASTROPHE 


> IMPENDING NUCLEAR DISASTER 


Many signs today point to imminent, worldwide 
catastrophe. In one generation mankind has moved from 
apparent self-sufficiency to a feeling of impotence in the 
face of mounting world problems. Foremost among these 
problems are the nuclear arsenals possessed by the Western 
powers and Russia. Other nations, such as Red China, 
India, Israel, and South Africa, now possess their own 
nuclear weapons, and smaller nations such as_ Iraq, 
Pakistan, Argentina, Brazil, South Korea, and Taiwan are 
increasing their efforts to produce nuclear weapons of their 
own. 

The nuclear weapons already stockpiled and ready for 
use would unleash a tremendous destructive force in an 
intentional or accidental attack and counterattack. Both 
sides in such a confrontation would lose millions of people 
in a few days, and attendant fallout would sweep the world, 
taking its toll of all the nations of the earth. Nuclear war 
alone, without any other form of catastrophe, could begin a 
tide of destruction beyond human comprehension. 
Destruction on this massive and formerly incomprehensible 
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scale is clearly predicted for the end time in the book of 
Revelation and may be the result of nuclear war. 

Huge nuclear stockpiles have been amassed, 
presumably as a deterrent to international coercion and 
military attack. Even in a time of relaxed tensions between 
Russia and the United States, they have the potential to 
destroy each other many times over. Neither nation could 
use nuclear weapons without being destroyed itself. But 
now other nations have limited nuclear capacity, and no 
solution for the proliferation of nuclear weapons seems 
possible. As the situation grows more complex, the threat 
of intentional or accidental use of nuclear weapons 
becomes more likely. Sooner or later some scientific 
breakthrough could give one nation or the other a superior 
advantage, or present weapons could fall into the hands of 
irresponsible fanatics. Under the stress and strain of crises 
such as exist in the Middle East, confrontation could trigger 
a suicidal nuclear exchange. The destructive power of 
nuclear weapons may be let loose upon a world that has 
never fully faced the inevitability of such 'a disaster. 


> INCREASING POLLUTION 


Nuclear warfare is only one of our great unsolved 
problems. Worldwide pollution is rapidly making the earth 
an uninhabitable planet. The air and water are being 
contaminated at such a rate that soon our oceans will no 
longer be able to support marine life, and air pollution 
around the world will seriously affect the health and well- 
being of billions of people. The United States has made 
heroic efforts to conquer the pollution problem, but it is 
one of the few nations in the world to take pollution 
seriously. 

The energy crisis has already forced ecological 
compromise as industry throughout the world makes 
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greater use of coal and lower grades of oil, which take a 
devastating toll on the environment. This is already a 
monumental problem in Eastern Europe. It is only a matter 
of time until the mounting industrial pollution all over the 
world reaches the point where human life will be seriously 
affected. Increasing pollution in the world adds a new and 
frightening dimension to the prophet's description of the 
sun being darkened, the moon appearing red, or large 
portions of the seas becoming red like blood, with the 
resultant destruction of marine life. 


> OVERPOPULATION AND STARVATION 


Another massive problem is overpopulation. In the United 
States increase in population has tended to slow in recent 
years, but in other portions of the world the population 
explosion continues. The world population continues to 
increase at the dizzy rate of more than 100,000,000 people 
every year. Social planners have warned that unless drastic 
changes are made in the birth rate, the need for food alone 
could cause a worldwide catastrophe by the year 2000. It is 
only a matter of time until the number of people in the 
world exceeds the capacity of world food production and 
distribution. This will result in the starvation of millions of 
people. 

The world food crisis greatly accelerated during the 
economic problems in the 1970s. In the 1980s the food 
crisis continued in various parts of the world, with millions 
of people dying of starvation. The energy problems of the 
Third World have contributed to the situation. The high 
cost of oil has reduced the supply of petroleum-based 
fertilizers and has made them too expensive for most 
underdeveloped countries. Droughts, storms, floods, and 
changes in climate have ravaged crops around the world. 

Although United States food production began to 
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increase in the late 1970s, political problems in many 
countries continued to aggravate the problem of world 
hunger. Some nations, like the Soviet Union, have been 
forced to purchase large quantities of food. In 1990 
economic, structural, and political upheaval created 
distribution problems in the Soviet Union even when crops 
would normally have been sufficient to feed the population. 
The tensions between nations, between those who have 
food and those who do not, and all the attendant ills of 
pestilence and disease that plague underdeveloped 
countries present insuperable problems for the coming 
generation. 


> THE THREAT OF LAWLESSNESS 


In addition to these problems, for which man has no 
solution, are the rising statistics of lawlessness and 
immorality. Nations as well as individuals no longer 
operate by any mutually accepted sense of justice or 
morality. The rule of law that has preserved Western 
civilization is now seriously questioned. Even just laws are 
often unjustly applied by the courts. Confidence in man's 
ability to govern himself by law has been undermined by 
the radical movements in the 1960s, by Watergate in the 
1970s, and by the rapidly increasing problem of drugs, 
crime, and violence in the 1980s. The economic problems 
of the 1990s may accelerate the problems of urban decay, 
poverty, crime, hunger, homelessness, and general social 
disorder. 

The last days are compared in Scripture to the time of 
Noah, when every man did what was right in his own eyes. 
The threat of lawlessness and anarchy provides the 
necessary backdrop for the emergence of a world 
strongman who will promise to bring peace and order to an 
increasingly troubled world. In almost every area of human 
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life, all signs point to these problems becoming worse 
instead of better, with no immediate solutions in sight. 


> THE COMING TIME OF TROUBLE FOR JACOB 


In such a context Scripture's teachings regarding a final 
time of great tribulation, a time of unprecedented 
catastrophe for the entire world, become much easier to 
understand. Many of these prophecies were given to Israel 
and concern a coming "time of trouble for Jacob," but other 
prophecies reveal that this will not be "Jacob's trouble" 
alone. The catastrophes of this period will strike the entire 
earth and affect the destiny of every nation. 

In Scripture this time of trouble is related to the end 
time when Israel will be regathered to her ancient land. 
This is most significant in view of the fact that Israel today 
is back in her land. The stage is being set for just such a 
time of trouble. The prophet Jeremiah recorded: "'The days 
are coming,’ declares the LORD, 'when I will bring my 
people Israel and Judah back from captivity and restore 
them to the land I gave their forefathers to possess,' says 
the LORD" (Jer. 30:3). 

Immediately after this prediction of Israel's return is the 
description of her time of trouble. Israel is described as a 
woman experiencing the pains of childbirth. Her day of 
trouble was described in graphic terms in Jeremiah 30:7: 
"How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be 
a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it." 
On the basis of this promise, the progression of events as 
they relate to Israel in the end time will be of her 
regathering, then her time of trouble, and finally her time of 
deliverance when Christ returns in power to reign. 


> DANIEL'S VIEW OF THE TIME OF TROUBLE 


The prophet Daniel indicated the same basic order of 
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events in his description of this period. Important sections 
of Daniel's prophecy have already been explained in 
previous chapters, and Daniel 11:40-45, containing an 
important description of events at the end of the period, 
will be explained in the next chapter. The prophet's 
concluding description was given in Daniel 12:1: "At that 
time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, 
will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not 
happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at 
that time your people—everyone whose name is found 
written in the book—will be delivered." The verses that 
immediately follow indicate that this will occur directly 
before the second coming of Christ. 


> THE WORLD'S TIME OF GREAT TRIBULATION 


This great time of trouble in the world will be the period 
just before the second coming of Christ to the earth. In 
Daniel 12:11 it is described as extending for 1,290 days, 
approximately three-and-a-half years. This is in keeping 
with other prophecies of Daniel, such as Daniel 9:27, 
where it is described as half of a seven-year period. 
Revelation 12:6 speaks of the period as 1,260 days, or 
forty-two months (cf. Rev. 12:2; 13:5). Brief though it may 
be, the three-and-a-half years of the Great Tribulation 
include the most awful times of catastrophe and destruction 
that the world has ever known. Many other passages in the 
Old Testament give additional descriptions, such as Daniel 
7:7-8 and the explanation of it in Daniel 7:19-27. The great 
time of tribulation, according to Scripture, will be followed 
by a time of restoration (see Joel 2:1-11, 28-32; Zeph.1:14- 
18; Zech.13:8-14:2). The Old Testament as a whole bears a 
clear witness to this climactic period of trouble that is 
unprecedented in the entire history of the world. The 
problems facing our modern world are only the beginning 
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and are setting the stage for this great time of trouble yet 
ahead. 


> CHRIST'S PROPHECY OF THE GREAT 
TRIBULATION 


In the New Testament the same theme was continued. The 
Olivet discourse, which was Christ's answer to the 
disciples' question concerning the end of the age, describes 
this same period (Matt. 24-25). The Lord Jesus spared no 
words in describing the awfulness of the period. According 
to Matthew 24:15, it will begin with 'the abomination that 
causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel"; 
that is, the desecration of the temple that Israel will build in 
the last days and the stopping of the renewed Jewish 
sacrifices and ceremonies. This will signal the beginning of 
the awful period. 

Christ advised those in Judea at that time to flee to the 
mountains (Matt. 24:16). He advised them not to return to 
their houses to gather up anything, but to flee with utmost 
speed. It will be a time of great trial and trouble for those 
with small children. He instructed them to pray that their 
flight would not be in the winter, when the cold weather 
would make it more difficult, nor on the Sabbath, when 
Jews normally do not take a journey and their detection 
would be easier. 


> THE HUMAN RACE ALMOST DESTROYED 


Christ concluded in Matthew 24:21-22: "For then there 
will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the 
world until now—and never to be equaled again. If those 
days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for 
the sake of the elect those days will be shortened." Here 
the same terminology is used as in Daniel 12:1, where the 
period is called "a time of distress such as has not happened 
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from the beginning of nations until then." Like Jeremiah 
and Daniel, Jesus called the period one that is 
unprecedented—there has never been a time like it in the 
history of the world, and there never will be another time 
like it. 

Christ described the days of tribulation as being so 
severe that if they were not "cut short," meaning "cut off" 
or "terminated," by His Second Coming, no one would 
survive the awfulness of the period, and all would perish. It 
is "for the sake of the elect" that Christ will come to 
terminate this period after three-and-a-half years and 
deliver those who have put their trust in Him. By "the 
elect" He may have meant Israel as the chosen people, or 
both Jews and Gentiles who will come to Christ in 
salvation during this awful period. They are the chosen 
ones, chosen for deliverance at the end of the period, and 
delivered they will be. 


> THE MIRACULOUS SURVIVAL OF GOD'S 
PEOPLE 


According to Romans 11:26: "And so all Israel will be 
saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; 
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob." Israel as a 
nation will be delivered from her persecutors and, although 
subject to searching judgment as described in Ezekiel 
20:34-38, those who are judged worthy will enter into the 
blessedness of the millennial kingdom. Those survivors 
who will have turned to God during the Tribulation will 
become the parents and grandparents of new generations 
that will populate the earth during Christ's reign on earth. A 
similar judgment for Gentiles is described in Matthew 
25:31-46, where the sheep are ushered into the kingdom, 
and the goats, representing the unsaved, are put to death. 
During the period of the Tribulation, in spite of terrible 
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disasters and persecution, God will miraculously provide 
for the survival of His people. 


> DETAILS IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


The most detailed description of this time of the Great 
Tribulation is found in the book of Revelation, beginning in 
chapter 6 and continuing throughout much of the book. In 
chapter 19 an unparalleled account is given of the terrible 
catastrophes and destruction of human life that will occur 
at the end of the Great Tribulation. As the prophecy was 
revealed, the overall sequence of events in the period was 
given in the description of the breaking of seven seals. As 
recorded in Revelation 4 and 5, John in his vision of 
heaven saw a scroll, sealed on its edges with seven seals. 
When the scroll was unrolled, the first seal was broken, 
then the second, and, in succession, all the seals through 
the seventh. These introduced events and situations that 
describe this general period. 


> SEVEN SEALS OF HORROR 


The first seal portrayed a terrible and satanic world 
government that will rule during the period of Great 
Tribulation. This was described in more detail in 
Revelation 13. The second seal described war, for the 
greatest war of all history will occur near the close of the 
period. The third described famine, the result of both war 
and the catastrophes that will overtake the earth. The fourth 
seal described death, for one-fourth of the world's 
population will be killed by war, hunger, or roving animals. 
The fifth seal revealed the extensive persecution of the 
period, for many who put their trust in Christ will seal their 
testimony with their own blood. The sixth seal described 
the coming ecological nightmare. Stars will fall from 
heaven, and there will be disturbances in the seasons and 
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cycles of nature. The sun will become black, and the moon 
will become as blood through the haze of destruction. Great 
earthquakes will move across the earth. Revelation 6 
summarizes the entire period as a time when "the wrath of 
the Lamb" will be poured out on the earth—a time of 
divine judgment (Rev. 6:16). 


> SEVEN TRUMPETS OF DISASTER 


The seven seals, however, were only the introduction—the 
general description of the period. When the apostle John 
saw the seventh seal opened, out of it came seven trumpets 
that depicted specific catastrophes, many of which will 
destroy large portions of the earth. Great disturbances will 
affect nature and change climates. A third part of the earth 
will be consumed by fire—either by a direct act of God or 
by God's use of other means, such as nuclear disaster or a 
disturbance of the earth's orbit around the sun. A third part 
of the sea will become as blood, and a third part of sea life 
will be destroyed. As the trumpets continue to sound, one 
catastrophe after another will afflict the earth. Demon 
possession will be common, as described in Revelation 9, 
and the torment of those afflicted with demons will be like 
the torment of one bitten by a scorpion. 

The sixth trumpet signaled the advance of a great army 
from the Orient numbering 200,000,000 (Rev. 9:16). This 
will be a massive movement of men across Asia, probably 
led by Red China. China has already developed an army 
and civilian reserve capable of mobilizing 200,000,000 
men and women. As an army like this moves toward the 
Middle East, it will destroy everything in its path. Startling 
as is its number, so will be the awfulness of its power to 
kill men. Its part will be to "kill a third of mankind" (Rev. 
9:15). This apparently will be a human slaughter in 
addition to that mentioned in Revelation 6:8. The book of 
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Revelation makes it very clear that the combined 
catastrophes of this period will destroy more than half of 
the world's population. 


> SEVEN LAST BOWLS OF WRATH 


With the sounding of the seventh trumpet, a new series of 
catastrophes was revealed, as recorded in Revelation 16. 
These were the vials or the bowls of the wrath of God. The 
symbolism is of a full bowl containing a judgment from 
God that will be poured out on the earth. As these 
successive bowls are poured out, great catastrophes will 
afflict the earth. Men's bodies will be covered with sores 
and afflicted with terrible pain; all life in the sea will die; 
the rivers and fountains of water will become as blood; 
unnatural heat will scorch the earth as the heavens are 
disturbed in their normal course. The sun will eventually be 
darkened, resulting in increasing darkness, changes in 
climate, and destruction of plant life. 

The disasters poured out from the bowls of wrath are 
clearly described as the result of God's direct judgment. 
These judgments can be interpreted as supernatural acts of 
God, but some could also be interpreted as the 
consequences of a nuclear war that God allows. Nuclear 
war would cause tremendous loss of life, disturbance of the 
earth's orbit, and disruption of nature's cycles. The 
cumulative effects of nuclear war would cause human 
suffering from painful radiation burns and the radiation 
poisoning of water and food. Even a limited nuclear 
exchange could precipitate a series of earthquakes and 
geological activity that would continue a chain of 
destruction throughout the world. 

Unusual demon activity will follow the pouring out of 
the sixth vial, which will dry up the Euphrates River and 
will further prepare the way for the great army from the 
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East headed for Armageddon. The final judgment, 
described in the seventh bowl of the wrath of God, will 
occur during World War III, as the armies of the earth 
converge on the Middle East for the final desperate Battle 
of Armageddon. The entire earth will be literally shaken, 
its great cities will be destroyed, and the contour of the 
earth will be changed. Islands will disappear; mountains 
will be leveled. 

This will be the final hour of divine judgment on a 
world that would not let Christ reign over it. This war and 
this series of plagues will leave a wake of almost 
unbelievable destruction of human life and property. It will 
be exactly what Christ predicted—a time of trouble so 
great that if it were not terminated by His own coming to 
the earth, no human life would survive. But this time of 
trouble will only be the background for God's final dealings 
with men. It will set the stage for the Battle of Armageddon 
and the judgments that will come when Jesus Christ 
returns. 
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ARMAGEDDON: THE 
WORLD'S DEATH 
STRUGGLE 


> PROCLAMATION OF A NEW WORLD 
GOVERNMENT 


Ironically, the Mediterranean leader will commence his 
world government by proclamation. Using his consolidated 
position of power in the Middle East, he will promise a 
new day of peace and prosperity for all who recognize his 
leadership. His message will be carried by television and 
radio to the entire world in one day. The brilliant leader of 
the Middle East will seem to be the answer for a troubled 
world, a leader who will enforce peace, settle world 
problems, and bring plenty to the earth. 

This man's absolute control of the world politically, 
economically, and religiously will give him power such as 
no man has ever had in human history. His brilliance as a 
leader will be superhuman, for he will be dominated and 
directed by Satan himself. But during his three-and-a-half- 
year rule, he will ruthlessly crush all opposition. His true 
character is indicated by the titles given to him in Scripture. 
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He is described as "the beast" (Rev. 13:1-4), and Satan is 
described in his true character as "the dragon" (Rev. 12:9; 
13:4). This period of world history will be the culmination 
of Satan's dream to be like God, to control the world, to be 
the object of worship and adoration, and to secure the 
absolute obedience of all men. 


> THE RUSH TO JUDGMENT 


The new world dictator's blasphemy, disregard of God, 
hatred of the people of God, and murder of countless 
believers in Christ will bring down the terrible divine 
judgments described in Revelation 6-18. Catastrophe after 
catastrophe will follow as the Great Tribulation unfolds. 
The world will become increasingly discontent with the 
leadership of this world dictator who promised to bring 
them peace and plenty but instead has brought the world 
one massive catastrophe after another. The wonders and 
miracles he will perform and his demands to be worshiped 
as God will only lead to the need for more oppression and 
persecution of dissenters. In spite of the tremendous power 
placed in the hands of the world dictator, he will be unable 
to control the situation. Major segments of the world will 
begin to rebel against him. Eventually they will converge 
on the Middle East to fight it out for international power. 


> THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR III 


The prophet Daniel gave a graphic picture of this situation. 
After introducing the world ruler in Daniel 11:36-39 as an 
absolute ruler who will claim to be God, the prophet 
explained that the armies of the world will rise up in 
rebellion against him. According to Daniel 11:40: "At the 
time of the end the king of the South will engage him in 
battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him 
with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will 
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invade many countries and sweep through them like a 
flood." 


> REVOLT FROM THE SOUTH AND NORTH 


Daniel's prophecy also described a great army from Africa, 
including not only Egypt but other countries of that 
continent. This army, probably numbering in the millions, 
will attack the Middle East from the South. At the same 
time Russia and the other armies to the North will mobilize 
another powerful military force to descend on the Holy 
Land and challenge the world dictator. Although Russia 
will have had a severe setback three years earlier in the 
prophetic sequence of events, she apparently will have 
been able to recoup her losses enough to put another army 
in the field. The first battles of World War HI will be 
confused as the armies move back and forth with varied 
success and failures. Apparently the world ruler will be 
able to crush some of the first attempts at revolt and gain 
some preliminary victories, especially in the South, and he 
will be able to drive back the invasion from Egypt and 
Africa. 


> RED CHINA MAKES HER MOVE 


But even as the world dictator appears to gain control of 
the situation, a report will come of the advancing army 
from the East (Dan. 11:44). To contend with this advancing 
horde of 200,000,000 (Rev. 9:16), he will be forced to 
divert a major portion of his military strength to defend 
himself. Then further tidings will come of another army 
advancing from the North. At this point the greatest war of 
all history, involving hundreds of millions of men, will be 
set in motion, with the land of Israel as the major 
battleground. But this will be more than just another world 
war, for it will play a special role in preparing the world for 
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the next series of prophetic events. 


> SATAN'S BATTLE PLAN 


According to Revelation 16:13-14, the armies of the world 
will be gathered by demon influence. The world ruler, who 
was established and aided in his control of the entire world 
by the power of Satan, now will be attacked by armies that 
have been inspired to come to battle by demons sent forth 
from Satan. 

In Revelation 16:13-14, John wrote: "Then I saw three 
evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the 
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out 
of the mouth of the false prophet. They are spirits of 
demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to 
the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle 
on the great day of God Almighty." It is clear that the 
unclean spirits, symbolized by frogs, represent demons 
who are Satan's messengers. They proceed out of the 
mouth of the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet—the 
evil trinity that is controlling the world. 


> THE SATANIC TRINITY 


Satan's program is always one of substitution. As 
Christians in their faith have a triune God—the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit—so the forces of evil will 
represent themselves as triune, with the Dragon, or Satan, 
corresponding to God the Father, the Beast corresponding 
to Christ as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and the 
False Prophet corresponding to the Holy Spirit. Just as the 
task of the Holy Spirit is to cause all men to worship Christ 
and the Father, so the False Prophet will cause men to 
worship the Beast and the Dragon. Proceeding from this 
evil trinity, the demons will go forth, supporting their work 
with miracles. These satanic miracles will deceive the 
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kings of the earth into joining the world rebellion with the 
prospect of gaining world power. 


> THE BATTLE OF THE GREAT DAY OF GOD 


According to Scripture, the nations will actually be 
gathered "for battle on the great day of God Almighty" 
(Rev. 16:14). Why will Satan organize a world war to 
disrupt his world kingdom? Satan's desperate strategy will 
be much more important than his control of the world 
through the world dictator. Although from their point of 
view they are gathered to fight it out for world power, the 
armies of the world will actually be assembled by Satan in 
anticipation of the second coming of Christ. The entire 
armed might of the world will be assembled in the Middle 
East, ready to contend with the Power of Christ as He 
returns from heaven. As subsequent events make clear, the 
movement will be completely futile and hopeless. The 
armies of the world are by no means equipped to fight the 
armies of heaven. Still, Satan will assemble the nations for 
this final hour, and, in fact, the nations will choose to side 
with Satan and oppose the second coming of Christ. It will 
be the best that Satan can do. These events will give the 
nations their choice and allow Satan his desperate bid to 
oppose Christ's second coming. 


> ARMAGEDDON 


The world's armies will confront each other, gathered "to 
the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon" (Rev. 
16:16). Armageddon is the Hebrew expression formed 
from the word "arm," meaning mountain, and "Megiddo," 
referring to a location in northern Palestine. Mount 
Megiddo is a small mountain located near the 
Mediterranean Sea, overlooking a valley that stretches out 
to the east. This broad valley, some fourteen miles wide 
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and twenty miles long, apparently will be the focal point 
for the marshaling of the armies for the final battle of 
World War III. Although much too small to contain the 
millions of men who will be involved, it will be the 
geographic focal point of the final world war and 
catastrophe popularly referred to as the Battle of 
Armageddon. Actually, the armies will be deployed for 
several hundred miles in every possible direction—north, 
south, and east. 

As the armies of the world move toward the final Battle 
of Armageddon, the world war that has erupted will have 
already claimed millions of casualties. Scripture gives only 
a meager description of the major movements and battles 
involved. As the armies converge on the valley of 
Armageddon, the world will be shaken by the last divine 
judgment of the series, described as the seventh bowl of 
wrath. 

The apostle John explained the scene in these words: 
"Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in 
Hebrew is called Armageddon. The seventh angel poured 
out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud 
voice from the throne, saying, 'It is done!' Then there came 
flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a 
severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred 
since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 
The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the 
nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and 
gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his 
wrath. Every island fled away and the mountains could not 
be found. From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred 
pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed God on 
account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so 
terrible" (Rev. 16:16-21). 


> TO CURSE GOD AND DIE 
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The armies of the world will be used as Satan's pawns for 
this final hour of victory. The revolt against the world 
dictator will assemble the nations in the Middle East. The 
crescendo of wars and destruction will increase until the 
entire world is on the brink of ruin. Rather than humble 
themselves, the leaders of the world will be ready to curse 
God and die (Rev. 16:9,11, 21). The final showdown 
between God and the nations will be about to occur. 

The prophets revealed that all these events will be the 
preparation for the great climax of history in the second 
coming of Christ, the establishment of His kingdom on 
earth, and the judgment of wicked men who would not 
have Christ reign over them. 


162 


Armageddon: The World's Death Struggle 


NVLVS ONV 
Gvad WAI 40 
LNawoanl 
INOWHL JUHM 


| SUV3A 000 ‘L 


| 


YO4 — HLYVI NO 
NORY S.LSMHD 


Hiv? 

MIN 
Vv ONV 
NIAVIH 
MIN 


NOILLVYOLS Jä 
Savas! 


SYOAIANNS 
4O INIWAN 
SLiVO9 ANY d3gHS 


ž 
NVLWS 
[=] 
8 
z 


SUV3A Z — GOR3d 


JWLL-ON3 FHL 

x $ 

WM 8 | 

LNIWOGaNI | 
H NINY GTWOM 
ohne 4JTASWIH SIVV1DIG 
ASIH? 40 ISMHOLLNY 
ONINO> NOLLV10S30 JO 
NOLLWNIWOSY 


GQNOD35 


IDV3d IV 
Tavas! 


IN3SJðd FHL OL LSODILNId 
39V HOYNHD IHL 


¢ 
| 


—» 


| NOLLWuVdaad 
INDIS 
AIVJYL | 
IDV3d AIHSNAYLSIJY 
ISvIGIW AVES! 


HOYUNHD 
JHL 40 


wNidva 


NGAV3H NI 
INIWOAaNI 
SY¥34A338 


ADJHdOYd 11919 410 INIT AWIL 


N3AV3H OLNI 
NOISNIDSY ONV 
NOLLIIBUNS Ta 
S.LSMHD 


Hiva 
IHL OL 


ASIWHD 10 
ONIWOD 
isuid 


163 


CHAPTER 15 
CHRIST'S SECOND 
COMING TO EARTH 


> FROM MANGER TO POWER AND GLORY 


In His first coming to earth, Jesus Christ was born in a 
stable, relatively unnoticed by the world. Announced by 
John the Baptist, He came as the servant and Savior 
described by the Old Testament prophets (see Isa. 42:1-4; 
53:1-12). He lived in a time of comparative peace when the 
Roman Empire controlled Palestine. He was tried and 
convicted in Jerusalem. At the request of the Jewish 
leaders, He was nailed to a cross by Roman soldiers. The 
suffering Messiah who came as a servant was rejected by 
Israel. After His resurrection and appearance to many, He 
ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives near 
Jerusalem. 

The second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth will be 
no quiet manger scene. It will be the most dramatic and 
shattering event in the entire history of the universe. His 
coming in power and glory will seize the attention of the 
entire world. The revived Roman Empire in the ten-nation 
confederacy will have expanded to a world empire with the 
world dictator's proclamation forty-two months earlier. 
After about three years the world empire will be torn by 
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rebellion, resulting in a terrible world war, described in 
Daniel 11:40-45 and Revelation 16:14-16. Millions of 
people will already have been killed in the previous 
fighting and disasters. Great armies from the north, south, 
and east will have reached the Middle East, with major 
contingents gathered in the valley of Armageddon. 
Jerusalem, formerly the capital and center of the world 
dictator's rule, will be under attack, with house-to-house 
fighting (Zech. 14:2). The entire world will then be stopped 
in awe by the final convulsive shaking of the earth (the last 
bowl of wrath, Rev. 16:17-21) and the dazzling appearance 
of the Son of Man descending from heaven with all His 
saints (Rev. 19:11-16). 


> AS LIGHTNING FROM EAST TO WEST 


In the New Testament the doctrine of the Second Coming 
is one of the major revelations of prophetic truth. It is 
estimated that one out of every twenty-five verses in the 
New Testament refers either to the rapture of the church or 
Christ's second coming to set up His kingdom. Christ 
Himself described His coming graphically as a glorious 
event, comparable to lightning coming out of the east and 
shining to the west (Matt. 24:27). He described His coming 
as the climax to the Tribulation. 

"Immediately after the distress of those days, "the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the 
stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken." At that time the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 
mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of the sky, with power and great glory" (Matt. 24:29-30). 
Many other references to this event are found in the 
Gospels (Matt. 19:28; 23:39; Mark 13:24-37; Luke 12:35- 
48;17:22-37;18:8; 21:25-28). 
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Even on the occasion of Christ's departure from earth, 
the angels reaffirmed the doctrine of the Second Coming, 
addressing the disciples: "'Men of Galilee,’ they said, 'why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 
1:11). There are many other references to this event 
throughout the remainder of the New Testament (see Acts 
15:16-18; Rom. 11:25-27; 1 Cor. 11:26; 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 2 
Peter 3:3, 4; Jude 14, 15). 


> THE WHOLE WORLD AWESTRUCK 


The most detailed description of the Second Coming is 
found in the book of Revelation itself, which was named 
for the fact that Christ will reveal Himself to an awestruck 
world at His second coming. Revelation 1:7 states: "Look, 
he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the 
earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen." 

The most graphic picture of all, however, is found in 
Revelation 19:11-21. As a climax to the Great Tribulation 
and the Battle of Armageddon, the heavens will break open 
with the glory of God, fulfilling the prediction of Christ 
that His coming will be like the lightning shining from east 
to the west. As revealed in other Scriptures, the heavens 
will have been darkened by earlier judgments from God 
(Matt. 24:29), but at that moment an unearthly, brilliant 
light will spread itself across the heavens, startling the 
entire earth. 


> THE RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE 


As contending armies pause in their conflict with each 
other, the heavens will open, and Christ will begin the 
majestic procession from heaven to earth. The words of this 
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prophecy are the most dramatic to be found anywhere in 
the literature of the world. 

"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a 
white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With 
justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing 
fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name 
written on him that no one but he himself knows. He is 
dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, 
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and 
clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations. 'He will rule them with an iron 
scepter.' He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this 
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS" (Rev. 19:11-16). 

This spectacle will certainly be an awesome one— 
millions of men and angels reflecting the glory of God and 
led by Christ astride a white horse, a symbol of a 
conqueror. 


> WORLD WAR III ENDED 


The world will first cringe in fear before this spectacle, and 
then the armies on both sides of the great world war will 
forget their differences and attempt to unite and fight the 
armies from heaven. This rebellion, inspired and organized 
by Satan (Rev. 16:13-14), will be a futile, suicidal effort to 
resist God. Revelation 19:15 describes the judgment that 
follows. 

The sharp sword that goes out of the mouth of Christ is 
apparently a symbolic revelation of the command that will 
be issued. All the wicked hosts will be destroyed. The 
verses that follow reveal that the birds of the air will be 
invited to feast upon the flesh of the kings, mighty men, 
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and horses slain in this great and catastrophic judgment 
(Rev. 19:17-18). The Beast—that is, the world ruler—and 
the False Prophet associated with him will be captured 
alive. According to Revelation 19:20, these two will be cast 
directly into the lake of fire. 

The prophet Zechariah gave additional insight into the 
events related to the Battle of Armageddon. On the very 
day of the second coming of Christ there will be house-to- 
house fighting in Jerusalem (Zech. 14:2). The prophet also 
described the dramatic geological upheaval that will occur 
when Christ finally sets foot on the Mount of Olives. 

"I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight 
against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, 
and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, 
but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city. 
Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, 
as he fights in the day of battle. On that day his feet will 
stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the 
Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, 
forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving 
north and half moving south" (Zech. 14:2-4). 

The second coming of Christ will bring an abrupt halt 
to the final world war and the wave of destruction that will 
have almost destroyed the earth. His coming will also end 
the Time of the Gentiles, the period during which Gentile 
nations determined the destiny of Jerusalem and oppressed 
the people of Israel. 

A complete understanding of the characteristics and 
background of Christ's second coming is crucial for every 
student of prophecy. The descriptions given in Scripture 
allow a sharp contrast to be made between Christ's second 
coming to earth and His earlier rapture of the church. 


> A PERSONAL RETURN 
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The second coming of Christ will be a personal return. The 
same Jesus Christ who was born of a virgin, who died on 
the cross, who rose again, and who ascended into heaven 
will soon come back bodily to the earthly sphere to exert 
His power and sovereignty in the world. It is quite clear 
that it will be a bodily return, not merely the spiritual 
presence of Christ. Zechariah 14:4 refers to the fact that 
"on that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east 
of Jerusalem." As the feet of Christ left the Mount of 
Olives in His ascension, so they will return, but this time in 
a demonstration of His omnipotent power. 


> A VISIBLE AND GLORIOUS RETURN 


The return of Christ will be a visible and glorious return. 
According to Scripture, everyone will see Him (Matt. 
24:30; Rev. 1:7). The second coming of Christ will not take 
place in a moment, as is true of the rapture of the church. 
Christ's return will be a spectacular and majestic procession 
from heaven to earth that will take many hours. During this 
period, the movement of the procession and the earth's 
continued rotation will permit the entire world to witness 
the event. The ultimate destination of the procession will be 
to Israel, leading to the destruction of the armies assembled 
for the Battle of Armageddon and Christ's final descent to 
Mount Zion. 


> A RETURN WITH THE HEAVENLY HOST 


According to Scripture, a huge body of heavenly hosts, 
described as the armies of heaven, will accompany Christ 
in His Second Coming (Jude 14; Rev. 19:14). Believers 
who were raptured at the beginning of the tribulation 
period, who are in heaven with the Lord as promised in 
John 14:1-4, will return to the earth as part of this vast 
company. Angels also will join Christ in this great 
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procession from heaven to earth (Matt. 25:31). 


> A RETURN THAT SHAKES THE EARTH 


After the armies of the world are already gathered for battle 
at Armageddon, the final bowl of wrath, described in 
Revelation 16:17-21, will be poured out. At that time, 
immediately preceding the second coming of Christ, will 
come flashes of lightning, thunder, rumblings, and a severe 
earthquake. Cities will literally collapse, islands sink, and 
mountains disappear. Huge hailstones, each weighing a 
hundred pounds, will fall from heaven. Then, after the 
procession from heaven and the destruction of the opposing 
armies of the world, Christ's feet will touch the Mount of 
Olives outside Jerusalem. At that moment the mountain 
will be divided, and where the Mount of Olives stands 
today, a great valley will stretch out into the Jordan Valley 
below. This is only one of the tremendous changes that will 
take place in the topography of the Holy Land as a 
preliminary to Christ's reign. Christ's second coming will 
drastically change the geography of the earth. 


> A RETURN TO JUDGE THE NATIONS 


In showing the majestic sovereignty of God in human 
history, the second Psalm gave this description of the world 
situation at the second coming of Christ: "The kings of the 
earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against 
the Lord and against his Anointed One. 'Let us break their 
chains,' they say, 'and throw off their fetters"! (Ps. 2:2-3). 
The rebellion of the nations will draw a derisive laugh 
from the Lord. "The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the 
Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and 
terrifies them in his wrath" (Ps. 2:4-5). Prophets throughout 
the Old Testament have pointed to a time when God will 
speak forth in righteous judgment on the earth. His final 
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purpose is revealed in Psalm 2:6: "I have installed my 
King on Zion, my holy hill." 

In Christ's second coming He will claim possession of 
the nations as His inheritance. His judgments will be 
absolute, for as the psalmist predicted: 'You will rule them 
with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like 
pottery" (Ps. 2:9). In light of this predicted judgment and 
the return of Christ, those who heard were instructed to 
serve the Lord and worship Him (Ps. 2:10-12). God 
promised to send His Son at the appointed time to reign 
over the earth and to begin His absolute rule of peace and 
justice. And so it will be that the rulers and their armies 
who resist Christ's return will be killed in a mass carnage. 
The rebels who are killed in the Battle of Armageddon will 
remain in their common grave until the final resurrection 
and judgment at the end of the thousand-year reign of 
Christ (Rev. 19:17-21). 


> A RETURN TO RULE FROM ZION 


The purpose of Christ's return to the Mount of Olives will 
be to establish Jerusalem as the capital of His new world 
kingdom. The law will once more go forth from Zion (Isa. 
2:3). Christ's return will save Jerusalem and the nation of 
Israel from complete annihilation. This direct intervention 
of God in saving Israel and returning Jews from all nations 
was predicted as early as the promise recorded in 
Deuteronomy 30:3: "Then the LORD your God will restore 
your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you 
again from all the nations where he scattered you." 

A multitude of Old Testament passages have developed 
the same theme of a final kingdom of justice, 
righteousness, and peace to be established in Jerusalem. In 
Psalm 24 the gates of Jerusalem are urged to open and 
welcome the coming King. Psalm 72, in the form of a 
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prayer, describes the reign of the coming King and the 
blessing and peace that will follow. In this final kingdom 
all kings will bow down before Him and the nations will 
serve Him (Ps. 72:11). Psalm 96 declares that His coming 
will be for judgment: "They will sing before the Lord, for 
he comes, he comes to judge the earth" (Ps. 96:13). Psalm 
110 predicts that at the coming of Christ His enemies will 
be made His footstool, and He will reign in the midst of 
His enemies. It will be a time when Christ "will judge the 
nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the 
whole earth" (Ps. 110:6). 

Many references in the Major and Minor Prophets can 
be added to the testimony of the Psalms on this subject. 
According to Isaiah 9:6, the child to be born will be the 
mighty God and the Prince of Peace. When He comes, "Of 
the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD 
Almighty will accomplish this" (Isa. 9:7). The entire 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah describes the coming of Christ 
and His judgment and righteous rule of the earth. Many 
other passages give a glowing description of the glorious 
kingdom of Christ on earth. 

The Second Coming itself is pictured in Daniel 7:13- 
14: "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me 
was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 
into his presence. He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed." 

In a similar way, Daniel 2:44 predicts that at the 
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coming of Christ His reign will be established on the earth. 
"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to 
another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever." 


> LIVING JEWS REGATHERED AND JUDGED 


The annihilation of the armies that resist Christ's return will 
be God's judgment on the nations. After the final carnage 
of the Battle of Armageddon, the surviving people of the 
world will be judged one by one. All living Jews, the 
surviving nation of Israel, will be gathered from their 
hiding places in Palestine and throughout the world (Ezek. 
39:28). Each one will face God as his judge, and none can 
escape this judgment. The rebels who have not accepted 
Christ as their Messiah prior to the Second Coming will be 
put to death (Ezek. 20:38). The rest, believing Jews who 
have survived the persecution of the Tribulation, will be 
allowed to enter the Promised Land as the first citizens of 
Christ's new kingdom on earth. Their hour of persecution 
will be finished forever, and they will receive all the 
blessings that have been promised to the children of Israel 
since the time of Abraham (see Jer. 31:31-34; Rom. 11:26- 
27). 


> OTHER SURVIVORS FACE JUDGMENT 


The judgment of the non-Jews who survive the tribulation 
period is described in Matthew 25:31-46. According to this 
Scripture, Christ will gather all the Gentile population of 
the earth to appear before His newly established throne in 
Jerusalem. In this judgment, individuals will fall into one 
of two classes—the sheep or the goats. Christ as King will 
invite the sheep to enter into His kingdom. They are the 
ones who will have aided the Jews during their intense 
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persecution. They will have visited them in prison, clothed 
them when naked, fed them when hungry, and hidden them 
from their tormentors. 

The greatest demonstration of the true faith in God 
during this period of intense anti-Semitism will be action 
taken to help the suffering Jews. While these works in 
themselves will not be the basis of salvation even in this 
period, to befriend the Jew during this time will be an 
unmistakable evidence of true faith in Christ and an 
understanding of the Scriptures. Accordingly, these 
believers will be known by their works in a difficult time, 
but, like the believers of all ages, they will be saved solely 
by faith in God through the gracious death and redemption 
of Jesus Christ. 

By contrast, unbelievers will be exposed by a revelation 
of their selfish cruelty toward the Jews during the 
Tribulation. These individuals, described as goats, will be 
cast into everlasting fire—signifying that they will be 
punished by being put to death. Just as unbelieving Jews 
will be judged, so, too, unbelieving Gentiles will be judged. 

The remaining population of the earth, still in their 
mortal bodies, will then enter the millennial kingdom of 
Christ's reign on earth. The kingdom will begin with all 
unbelievers removed from the earth. As young children 
mature and new babies are born during the coming 
thousand-year reign, each of them will also have his 
moment to believe or rebel. But at the beginning of the 
period the rebels will have been completely purged, and the 
world will enter a new era of peace to rebuild and replenish 
the earth. 


> FROM DISASTER TO UTOPIA 


A utopian world will follow the colossal failure of man's 
attempt to control human history. Three judgments will 
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have purged the world of all who have not believed in 
Jesus Christ. The armies of the world will have been 
destroyed on the battlefields of the Middle East. 
Unbelieving Jews will have been judged and killed. In the 
judgment of the sheep and goats, unbelieving non-Jews 
will also have been purged from the earth. The entire adult 
population of the earth that remains will have experienced 
regeneration through faith in Christ. 

Believers of the past will also have a part in Christ's 
reign of righteousness. The individuals who placed their 
faith in Christ during the centuries of the church age will be 
taken from the earth just before the end time begins. As 
explained in the next chapter, at the moment of the Rapture 
the dead in Christ will be raised, and the living will be 
taken from the earth. In new, resurrected bodies they will 
join Christ in the heavens to be saved from the time of 
judgment on the earth. Believers who died during Old 
Testament times or during the time of tribulation will be 
raised and given new, resurrected bodies at the time of 
Christ's second coming to earth to establish His kingdom. 
This entire company of saints from the past will be present 
to observe and help administer the new kingdom on earth. 

In a dramatic turn of events the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords will have seized direct control of human history. 
A world formerly dominated by Satan and evil men will 
now be ruled in righteousness and equity. A world torn 
with war and disaster will enjoy a thousand years of peace. 
The surviving population of the earth will enter a golden 
age, when man's intelligence and best energies will be used 
to rebuild the world and live for the glory of God. Satan 
will be bound; evil will be directly and swiftly judged by 
God Himself. Nature will be released from bondage in this 
balanced and peaceful world where the lion will lie down 
with the calf. 
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> THE QUESTION FOR THIS GENERATION 


The series of crises in the Middle East during this 
generation is only the beginning of a series of events that 
will lead inevitably to the second coming of Christ. The 
first important series of prophetic events in our day came 
when Israel returned to her land and proved to the world 
that she would not be driven into the sea. The second series 
of prophetic events was begun when Europe and the world 
suddenly realized their crippling dependence on Arab oil. 
Traditional power alignments have now been shaken, and a 
new confederation of Mediterranean nations will emerge. 
As these events continue, the countdown to Armageddon 
could begin at any time. Our generation may well witness 
the stirring events described in the dramatic prophecies of 
the Old and New Testaments. 

A pointed question is pertinent to each of us in this 
generation: Are we ready for the coming of the Lord? 


SUMMARY OF UNFULFILLED PROPHECY 
1. Rapture of the church 1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 
Thess. 4:13-18 


2. Revival of Roman Empire; Ten-Nation Dan. 7:7,24; Rev. 
Confederacy 13:1;17:3, 12-13 


3. Rise of Middle East dictator Dan. 7:8; Rev. 13:1-8 


4. Peace treaty with Israel: seven years Dan. 9:27 
before second coming of Christ to 
establish kingdom on earth 


5. World church established Rev. 17:1-15 


6. Russia attacks Israel: about four years Ezek. 38-39 
before second coming of Christ 


7. Peace treaty with Israel broken: world Dan. 7:23;Rev. 13:5- 
government, world economic system, 8,15-17; 17:16-17 
world atheistic religion begins, three- 
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Christ's Second Coming To Earth 


and-a-half years before second coming 
of Christ 


. Martyrdom of many Christians and Rev. 7:9-17; 13:15 


Jews 


. Catastrophic divine judgments poured Rev. 6-18 


out on the earth 


. World war breaks out in Middle East: Dan. 11:40-45; Rev. 


Battle of Armageddon 9:13-21;16:12-16 
. Second coming of Christ Matt. 24:27-31; Rev. 
19:11-21 
. Judgment of the wicked Ezek. 20:33-38; Matt. 


25:31-46; Jude 14-15; 
Rev. 19:15-21; 20:1-4 


. Satan bound Rev. 20:1-3 
. Resurrection of Old Testament and Dan. 12:2; Rev. 20:4 


Tribulation saints 


. Millennial kingdom begins Rev. 20:5-6 
. Rebellion at end of the Millennium Rev. 20:7-10 


Resurrection and judgment of the Rev. 20:11-15 
wicked and Satan: Great White Throne 
Judgment 


. Eternity begins: new heaven, new Rev. 21-22 


earth, new Jerusalem 
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CHAPTER 16 
A PROMISE TO 
REMEMBER 


> A HEARTWARMING PROMISE FOR TROUBLED 
DAYS 


While many dramatic prophecies await fulfillment at the 
end of the age, none is more important or heartwarming 
than a simple promise Christ made to His disciples. On the 
night before His crucifixion as He gathered with the 
disciples in the Upper Room, Christ warned them that He 
was going to leave and that they could not follow Him. One 
of their number was going to betray Him; another would 
deny Him. The disciples were deeply troubled. 

In this tense atmosphere, Christ spoke the memorable 
words recorded in John 14:1-3: "Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am."" 


> THE NEW PROMISE DIFFERENT FROM THE 
SECOND COMING 


This coming, often referred to as the Rapture of the church, 
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was dramatically different from events Christ had 
announced in the Olivet discourse as recorded in Matthew 
24. There He had predicted many events preceding His 
return to the earth. His return to earth would obviously 
come after the time of the Great Tribulation, beginning 
when the Jewish temple was desecrated and including a 
period of intense persecution for the people of Israel. This 
time of trouble would be dramatically climaxed by the 
glorious appearing of Christ to set up His kingdom. But the 
new promise Jesus made to the disciples in the Upper 
Room involved an entirely separate event—the coming of 
Christ to meet believers in the air, the Rapture of the 
church. 

The promise of the Rapture added a new dimension to 
the disciples' expectations. Jesus was returning to heaven to 
prepare a place for them in the Father's house. He would 
return to receive them to Himself, taking them where He 
was in the Father's house. This was a promise of removal 
from earth and entrance into heaven. He mentioned no 
signs preceding and no tremendous prophecies that needed 
to be fulfilled first. It was to be an imminent hope, 
something that would be the expectation of each day after 
He left them. 

Some interpreters of the Bible have attempted to 
combine this coming of Christ for believers with His 
second coming to earth with the heavenly hosts from 
heaven to set up His kingdom (Rev. 19). But many other 
interpreters have found in careful study of this and other 
passages that Christ's coming for His own was predicted as 
an entirely separate event that would precede rather than 
follow other major end-time events. Believers today can 
cling to the same hope that Christ promised His troubled 
disciples. It would be difficult not to be troubled if 
Scripture did not clearly show that inevitable martyrdom in 
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the Great Tribulation would not be the next expectation for 
believers in this age. True Christians today need not fear 
the catastrophic days about to overcome the world. Instead, 
they have the imminent hope of Christ's return and their 
being joined to the Lord to enjoy His presence forever. 


> THE RAPTURE: AN IMPORTANT TEACHING OF 
THE APOSTLES 


Years after the first announcement of this promise by 
Christ, the apostle Paul by divine revelation gave the 
Thessalonian church additional details on this precious 
hope (1 Thess. 4:13-18). He described this coming of 
Christ for His own as a truth that God wanted the 
Thessalonians to know and understand. 

According to Acts 17:1-9, Paul, Silas, and Timothy 
preached the Gospel in Thessalonica for three Sabbath 
days, with the result that "a large number of God-fearing 
Greeks" believed. But unbelieving Jews opposed Paul's 
ministry and threatened his life, so Paul and his 
companions left secretly by night to avoid being killed. 
Sometime later Paul sent Timothy back to see how the 
Thessalonians were getting along. Timothy's report to Paul 
gave a glowing testimony for Christ. Everyone in the 
region was talking about this Jesus of Nazareth who died 
and rose again to be the Savior of those who trusted in 
Him. 

But Timothy also brought back theological questions 
that he could not answer, and one of them apparently 
related to the subject of the Lord's return. The 
Thessalonians believed that their loved ones who had died 
would be raised, but would they be raised before or after 
the coming of Christ for those still living? This question 
reveals that Paul had already taught them about the coming 
of the Lord for them. For these believers, the Rapture, the 
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catching up of the church (1 Thess. 4:17), was an imminent 
hope, an event that would occur before the tremendous 
end-time judgments of God prophesied in the Old 
Testament. They simply wanted to know if their dead ones 
would join them. 


> THE RAPTURE TO INCLUDE CHRISTIANS 
WHO HAVE DIED 


In reply, Paul assured the Thessalonians that God did not 
want them to be ignorant about this truth or to sorrow like 
unbelievers who had no hope. He went on to assure them of 
the certainty of their hope in 1 Thessalonians 4:14: "We 
believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe 
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep 
in him." This hope of Christ's return for the living and the 
dead was just as certain as were the facts of the death and 
resurrection of Christ, in which they had put their trust. 

But what did Paul mean when he said that "God will 
bring with Jesus those who sleep in him"? Paul was here 
assuming the great fact expounded in 2 Corinthians 5 that 
when a Christian dies his soul goes immediately to heaven, 
for to be "away from the body" is to be "at home with the 
Lord" (v. 8). The solution given was direct and easy to 
understand. When Christ comes from heaven to meet 
believers, He will bring these souls with Him. Their bodies 
will be raised from the grave at the Rapture, and their souls 
will reenter their resurrection bodies. 


> UNDERSTANDING THE ORDER OF EVENTS 


Paul then described the event: "According to the Lord's 
own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are 
left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 
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voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever" (1 Thess. 4:15-17). 

This new truth, not revealed in the Old Testament, was 
given to Paul by direct revelation, "by the word of the 
Lord" (1 Thess. 4:15 KJV). Those who are living at the 
time of the Lord's return will not go before those who have 
died. 

Instead, Paul described the scene as the Lord 
descending from heaven with a shout, literally, a shout of 
command. Christ will order the resurrection of the dead and 
the translation of the living. 


> CHRIST'S AUTHORITY TO ORDER 
RESURRECTION 


This promise is in keeping with what Christ announced to 
His disciples while on earth when He said: "Do not be 
amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in 
their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who 
have done good will rise to live, and those who have done 
evil will rise to be condemned" (John 5:28-29). 

Although the Rapture will be a partial fulfillment, since 
it involves only the resurrection of the Christians who have 
died in this age, it will be the Lord speaking with authority 
when He gives the shout of command. This will be 
accompanied by the voice of Michael the archangel (1 
Thess. 4:16; cf. Jude 9) and signaled by "the trumpet call of 
God," or "the last trumpet" (1 Cor. 15:52). It will be the 
final call for Christians. They will have heard the call of the 
Gospel and responded in faith. They will have heard the 
call to service and yielded their hearts and lives to the Lord. 
Now this will be the last call, the end of their earthly 


182 


A Promise To Remember 


pilgrimages and the beginning of eternity in the presence of 
the Lord. 


> A REUNION IN THE AIR 


The event of Christ's coming for His church was described 
dramatically: "the dead in Christ will rise first" (1 Thess. 
4:16). Immediately following, Christians who "are still 
alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thess. 4:17). What a reunion 
that will be! Believers in Christ will see for the first time 
the One, whom having not seen, they have loved (1 Pet. 
1:8). What a reunion it will be for Christians who have 
been separated by death! Families will be united and 
friends will see each other again. Their joy at being in each 
other's presence will be increased by the fact that they will 
never be separated again. They shall be forever with the 
Lord. 


> THE COMFORT OF THE RAPTURE 


In the light of this marvelous promise, Paul told the 
Thessalonians: "Therefore encourage each other with these 
words" (1 Thess. 4:18). It is obvious that the comfort 
offered by Paul had the prospect of immediate fulfillment, 
that the time of their separation from their loved ones could 
be short. Such a comfort would be impossible if they must 
first pass through the traumatic events of the Great 
Tribulation, which few would survive. They had the 
comforting prospect of Christ's coming for them before the 
world would be engulfed in the maelstrom of the Great 
Tribulation. This indeed was a comforting hope. 


> FOR THE LIVING—RAPTURE AND A NEW 
BODY 


Some years later Paul added further light on this important 
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subject in writing to the Corinthian church. After fourteen 
chapters of correcting them in various doctrinal and moral 
matters, in chapter 15 he set forth the great doctrines of the 
faith. He proclaimed again the Gospel that Christ had died 
for their sins. He supported the great truth that Christ rose 
from the dead. The resurrection of Christ, he reasoned, is 
the basis for our hope for the resurrection of our own 
bodies from the dead. Our present bodies, which are 
destined for the grave, must necessarily be renewed and 
made over into heavenly bodies suited for spiritual 
experience and service in the presence of the Lord. 
Accordingly, in God's plan the normal course is birth, life, 
death, and resurrection for those who put their trust in Him. 

At the close of the chapter, however, the apostle 
declared a mystery, a truth hidden in the Old Testament but 
revealed in the New Testament (cf. Col. 1:26). The new 
revelation was that there would be a grand exception to the 
normal rule of life, death, and resurrection. He declared: 
"Listen, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed (1 
Cor. 15:51-52). 

Christians living on the earth at the time of the Lord's 
return will need to have their bodies transformed just as 
much as those who have died and been buried. As Paul 
pointed out, their bodies will be corruptible—subject to 
decay, age, and all the ills of this life. The bodies of 
Christians are also mortal, that is, subject to death. 

As Paul reasoned elsewhere (Eph. 2:1-3; Phil. 3:21), 
men's bodies are also sinful, not suited for the holy 
presence of the Lord. A dramatic transformation is 
necessary, described here as a change to a body that will 
never grow old and will never die. 
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As Paul expressed it in 1 Corinthians 15:53: "For the 
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality." When this is accomplished at the 
time of the coming of Christ for His own, "Death [will be] 
swallowed up in victory." (1 Cor.15:54 KJV). 


> THE RAPTURE MUST OCCUR BEFORE OTHER 
END-TIME EVENTS 


By contrast, of all the many passages that deal with the 
second coming of Christ to set up His kingdom, while they 
include the resurrection of martyred dead of the 
Tribulation, none ever mentions any translation of living 
saints. 

The reason for the silence is that living saints will not 
be translated when Christ comes to set up His kingdom but 
rather will be ushered into the millennial reign of Christ in 
their natural bodies. They will need to lead normal lives, 
plant crops, build houses, bear children, and repopulate the 
earth. Such would be impossible if all saints were 
translated and given heavenly bodies at the time of the 
introduction of the kingdom. This is one important reason 
that the Rapture must take place earlier in the order of 
events before end-time troubles overtake the world. 

Between the event when the church is caught up to 
heaven and Christ's return in triumph to set up His 
kingdom, enough time must exist for a new body of 
believers, both Jews and Gentiles, to come to Christ and be 
saved. These will be the ones who will populate the 
millennial earth, while those who have been translated and 
resurrected earlier at the Rapture will join Christ in His 
reign. 


> LIVING IN EXPECTATION 


As to the Thessalonians, Paul extended to the Corinthian 
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church, in spite of its imperfections, the wonderful hope of 
Christ's imminent return. As in other references to the 
Rapture, no mention is made of any preceding events. As in 
other passages, the Day of the Lord, the age in which God 
deals directly with human sin, will immediately follow the 
Rapture, as indicated in 1 Thessalonians 5. The fact that the 
Day of the Lord begins at the Rapture should make clear 
that the church will not go through the judgments of the 
Day of the Lord and will not suffer the wrath of God to be 
poured out on unbelievers at that time (1 Thess. 5:9). These 
first century Christians were challenged to be living in 
expectation of Christ's coming, when the dead in Christ 
will be raised and living Christians translated. This blessed 
hope (Titus 2:13), this purifying hope (1 John 3:2- 3), and 
this comforting hope (1 Thess. 4:18) should thrill the heart 
of every true believer in Christ. Especially in these 
momentous days, we should be alert to the challenge of 
being ready for the coming of the Lord. 
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CHAPTER 17 
WHAT NEXT? 


> WATCHING FOR THE NEXT MOVE 


As today's headlines report current developments in the 
Middle East, serious students of prophecy expect the next 
dramatic and important event to be the Rapture of all true 
believers. Skeptics have been quick to point out that though 
the return of Christ has been the hope of every generation 
since the time of the apostles, the promise has not been 
fulfilled. The apostle Paul clearly hoped that Jesus would 
return in his lifetime and taught the early church to watch 
for the Lord's return at any time. 

Since no specific preceding sign was given to signal the 
Rapture of the church, why has this generation of 
Christians become so certain that Christ will return in their 
lifetime? What makes this generation different? 


> GOD'S PERFECT TIMING 


Scriptures make it plain that, from the divine standpoint, 
God is never late. If there seems to be a delay in the return 
of Christ, there must be good and adequate reasons. It is 
true that over nineteen hundred years have elapsed since 
the promise of the Rapture was first given. The members of 
the early church in Thessalonica believed that Christ might 
come in their lifetime, and they were comforted by the 
expectation of being joined to their loved ones who had 
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already died. But the centuries have passed and generations 
have come and gone. The world has moved from one crisis 
to another when it seemed fitting for Christ to return. But 
the event did not take place. 

Why has Christ not already fulfilled His promise to 
come and receive His own unto Himself? From the 
standpoint of biblical prophecy, such a delay is not 
unexpected. When Christ came at His first coming, it was 
an event that had been anticipated for thousands of years. 
Centuries of history had prepared the stage for Christ's first 
coming to earth. The Greek language had developed and 
was commonly used throughout the Western world. This 
prepared the way for the New Testament to be written in a 
precise and widely used language. 

The Roman Empire had established comparative peace 
in the Middle East. Jewish life and worship in Palestine 
were ready for the Messiah's coming. John the Baptist 
appeared to announce the Messiah's coming and call the 
nation to repentance. The Pax Romana (the Peace of 
Rome) had opened international trade and communication, 
making it possible for first-century Christians to spread the 
Gospel message throughout the entire Roman Empire and 
eventually the world. 

The prophecies of Christ's first coming were fulfilled in 
a day carefully prepared by a sovereign God. The 
prophecies of Christ's return for believers and eventual 
Second Coming will be fulfilled in this way—in God's 
perfect timing. 


> WHY HAS CHRIST DELAYED HIS COMING? 


From the human point of view, it may appear that Christ 
has delayed His return. But the fulfillment of biblical 
prophecy in the past has always been preceded by centuries 
of history that moved with sovereign precision to allow 
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predicted events to occur exactly as promised, complete to 
the very last detail. But there is also a warm and personal 
reason why Christ has not returned. 

The Scriptures have carefully explained one reason 
why Christ has not returned. Peter wrote: "The Lord is not 
slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9). The delay of 
Christ's return to the earth for His own comes from a heart 
of love. A God of compassion is still waiting for many to 
hear the Gospel and respond in belief. The delay is for us, 
so that we can respond in faith and carry this message to 
others. 

The Scriptures indicate that God will not wait forever. 
Christ Himself used an illustration concerning His coming 
to establish His kingdom. He compared His coming to the 
times of Noah. When Noah built the ark in obedience to 
God's command, more than one hundred years elapsed 
before the Flood. Noah attempted to warn his generation, 
but they scoffed at his message and laughed at his efforts to 
build the ark. The day came, however, when the ark was 
finished and the animals went into the ark. Observers could 
have seen Noah and his family entering the ark. And then 
God shut the door (cf. Matt. 24:37-39). Then it was too 
late! Those outside the ark perished in the Flood that 
followed. 

While Christ used this illustration in reference to His 
Second Coming, the same illustration can be applied to His 
coming for His church at the Rapture. God is patient and 
waits far beyond what human patience endures, but the 
time eventually comes when God will act. 


> THE CLEAR MESSAGE OF HOPE 


Our generation may well be the last before Christ returns to 
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remove believers from the earth. If so, we have a special 
burden as well as a special privilege. Those who have 
confidently received Jesus Christ as Savior have the hope 
that they may at any moment be called to join Christ in the 
heavens. For those who have not responded in faith, the 
same moment will mark the beginning of a series of 
catastrophic events that will bring God's judgment on the 
world in which we live. 

The burden of our generation is to make God's message 
of salvation clear in a time of confusion. Living faith brings 
happiness and meaning into our day-today existence. It also 
provides hope in a world that is rushing to judgment. Each 
of us must be sure that we have understood and responded 
to God's message of salvation. Then we must lovingly 
communicate this urgent message to our families, friends, 
and everyone we can. 

There are many ways to explain the Gospel in making it 
clear so that people can respond. At the end of this chapter 
is a statement of the basic message of the Bible from a 
booklet that has been helpful to thousands of people. The 
communication of this message is especially important in 
our generation that may witness the final hour of God's 
judgment on the world. 


> ARE THERE SIGNS OF THE LORD'S RETURN? 


When the Rapture of the church was explained, no signs 
were ever given indicating the specific expectation of this 
event. Instead, believers in Christ were asked to look for 
His coming and to anticipate that it could occur at any time. 
This attitude characterized the early church that believed 
that Christ could come any day. This has been the hope of 
the church from the first century until now. Any suggestion 
or theory that implies that Christ could not come today is 
not what has been commonly believed through the 
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centuries. But if there are no signs for the Rapture itself, 
what are the legitimate grounds for believing that the 
Rapture could be especially near for this generation? 

The answer is not found in any prophetic events 
predicted before the Rapture but in understanding the 
events that will follow the Rapture. Just as history was 
prepared for Christ's first coming, in a similar way history 
is preparing for the events leading up to His Second 
Coming. Previous chapters in this book have explained the 
amazing historical developments that seem to be setting the 
stage for precisely the predicted events that will occur soon 
after the Rapture. If this is the case, it leads to the 
inevitable conclusion that the Rapture may be excitingly 
near. 


> THE THREE MAJOR DIVISIONS OF PROPHECY 


In the overall study of prophecy, three major themes or 
divisions can be seen in what the Bible says about the 
future. Prophecies given throughout the Bible generally 
focus on the future of either the church, the nations, or 
Israel. 

The prophecies that relate to the future of the church 
explain events and trends that will occur in the true church, 
as the body of believers, or in the organized church as an 
institution. Prophecies about the church as an institution 
often involve those who are only professing Christians. The 
Bible has much to say about this professing or organized 
church and the religious climate of the end of the age. 
These prophecies reveal the role of the super-church and 
the False Prophet during the Tribulation period (Rev. 17:1- 
18) and the final rule of the Antichrist who will demand 
worship as God during the final years of the Tribulation. 

The rise and fall of nations has been important to 
prophecies in both the Old and New Testaments. Of special 
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interest today are prophecies that describe the international 
situation in the final years of history before Armageddon. 
These prophecies have a remarkable similarity to what can 
be observed in the world today and, as such, constitute a 
warning of the approaching coming of the Lord. 

Prophecies about Israel, and especially Jerusalem, 
provide important reference points for all of prophecy. The 
most significant prophetic event in the twentieth century 
has been the restoration of the people of Israel to their land. 
All the prophecies of the end of the age indicate that at that 
time the Jews will be back in their land and in precisely the 
same situation in which they find themselves today. 

Added to this situation is the worldwide expectation for 
a world government which, according to Scriptures, will 
occur three-and-a-half years before the Second Coming. 

Likewise, world religion, anticipated in Revelation 17, 
has already taken form in the world church movement 
which, after the Rapture, will be devoid of any true 
Christians. 

These major situations that are true now, and that were 
not true fifty years ago, point to the conclusion that the 
Rapture itself may be very near because the stage has been 
set for events that will follow the Rapture. 

All areas of prophecy combine in the united testimony 
that history is preparing our generation for the end of the 
age. 

In each area of prophecy a chronological checklist of 
important prophetic events can be compiled. In each list, in 
regard to the church, the nations, or Israel, the events of 
history clearly indicate that the world is poised and ready 
for the Rapture of the church and the beginning of the 
countdown to Armageddon. 


> A PROPHETIC CHECKLIST FOR THE CHURCH 
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When all the predicted events relating to the church are 
placed in chronological order, it is evident that the world 
has already been carefully prepared for Christ's return. This 
checklist includes the major prophetic events in the order 
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of their predicted fulfillment. 


1. 


11. 


The rise of world Communism made possible the 
worldwide spread of atheism. 


. Liberalism undermines the spiritual vitality of the 


church in Europe and eventually America. 


. The movement toward a super-church begins with 


the ecumenical movement. 


. Apostasy and open denial of biblical truth is 


evident in the church. 


. Moral chaos becomes more and more evident 


because of the complete departure from Christian 
morality. 


. The sweep of spiritism, the occult, and belief in 


demons begin to prepare the world for Satan's 
final hour. 


. Jerusalem becomes a center of religious 


controversy for Arabs and Christians, while Jews 
of the world plan to make the city an active center 
for Judaism. 


. True believers disappear from the earth to join 


Christ in heaven at the Rapture of the church. 


. The restraint of evil by the Holy Spirit is ended. 


. The super-church combines major religions as a 


tool for the False Prophet who aids the Antichrist's 
rise to world power. 


The Antichrist destroys the super-church and 
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> A PROPHETIC CHECKLIST FOR THE NATIONS 


The prophetic events related to the nations can also be 
compiled in a chronological list. This list, too, reveals that 
the world is dramatically prepared for events that were 
predicted to occur during the last seven years of the history 
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demands worship as a deified world dictator. 


Believers of this period suffer intense persecution 
and are martyred by the thousands. 


Christ returns to earth with Christians who have 
been in heaven during the Tribulation and ends 
the rule of the nations at the Battle of 
Armageddon. 


of civilization. 


1. 


The establishment of the United Nations began a 
serious first step toward world government. 


. The rebuilding of Europe after World War Il made 


possible its future role in a renewal of the Roman 
Empire. 


. Israel was reestablished as a nation. 


. Russia rose to world power and becomes the ally 


of the Arab countries. 


. The Common Market and World Bank show a 


need for some international regulation of the 
world economy. 


. Red China rose to world power and developed 


the capacity to field an army of 200,000,000 as 
predicted in prophecy. 


. The Middle East becomes the most significant 


trouble spot in the world. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 
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. The oil blackmail awakens the world to the new 


concentration of wealth and power in the 
Mediterranean. 


. The Iron Curtain falls and a new order emerges in 


Europe. 


Russia declines as a world power and loses her 
influence in the Middle East. 


A world clamor for peace follows the continued 
disruption caused by the high price of oil, terrorist 
incidents, and the confused military situation in 
the Middle East. 


Ten nations create a united Mediterranean 
Confederacy—beginnings of the last stage of the 
prophetic fourth world empire. 


In a dramatic power play, a new Mediterranean 
leader upsets three nations of the confederacy 
and takes control of the powerful ten-nation 


group. 


The new Mediterranean leader negotiates a "final" 
peace settlement in the Middle East (broken three 
and a half years later). 


The Russian army attempts an invasion of Israel 
and is miraculously destroyed. 


The Mediterranean leader proclaims himself world 
dictator, breaks his peace settlement with Israel, 
and declares himself to be God. 


The new world dictator desecrates the temple in 
Jerusalem. 


The terrible judgments of the Great Tribulation are 
poured out on the nations of the world. 


Worldwide rebellion threatens the world dictator's 
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rule as armies from throughout the world 
converge on the Middle East. 


Christ returns to earth with His armies from 
heaven. 


The armies of the world unite to resist Christ's 
coming and are destroyed in the Battle of 
Armageddon. 


Christ establishes His millennial reign on earth, 
ending the times of the Gentiles. 


> A PROPHETIC CHECKLIST FOR ISRAEL 


Although Israel's future cannot be separated from the wider 
sweep of history, prophecies about the Jewish people and 
the nation have their own distinct order of predicted events. 
In this prophetic checklist, as in the others, the events 
already in motion provide a startling preparation for the 


final countdown to Armageddon. 


1 


. The intense suffering and persecution of Jews 


throughout the world lead to pressure for a 
national home in Palestine. 


. Jews return to Palestine, and Israel is 


reestablished as a nation in 1948. 


. The infant nation survives against overwhelming 


odds. 


. Russia emerges as an important enemy of Israel, 


but the United States comes to the aid of Israel. 


. Israel's heroic survival and growing strength make 


it an established nation, recognized throughout 
the world. 


. Israel's military accomplishments become 
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overshadowed by the Arabs' ability to wage a 
diplomatic war by controlling much of the world's 
oil reserves. 


. The Arab position is strengthened by their 


growing wealth and by alliances between Europe 
and key Arab countries. 


. The increasing isolation of the United States and 


Russia from the Middle East makes it more and 
more difficult for Israel to negotiate an acceptable 
peace settlement. 


. After a long struggle, Israel is forced to accept a 


compromise peace guaranteed by the new leader 
of the Mediterranean Confederacy of ten nations. 


The Jewish people celebrate what appears to be 
a lasting and final peace settlement. 


During three-and-a-half years of peace, Judaism 
is revived, and traditional sacrifices and 
ceremonies are reinstituted in the rebuilt temple in 
Jerusalem. 


The Russian army attempts to invade Israel but is 
mysteriously destroyed. 


The newly proclaimed world dictator desecrates 
the temple in Jerusalem and begins a period of 
intense persecution of Jews. 


Many Jews recognize the unfolding of prophetic 
events and declare their faith in Christ as the 
Messiah of Israel. 


In the massacre of Jews and Christians who 
resist the world dictator, some witnesses are 
divinely preserved to carry the message 
throughout the world. 


Christ returns to earth, welcomed by believing 
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Jews as their Messiah and deliverer. 


17. Christ's thousand-year reign on earth from the 
throne of David finally fulfills the prophetic 
promises to the nations of Israel. 


> AN INTRICATELY WOVEN PATTERN OF 
EVENTS 


The earlier chapters of this book have attempted to present 
the overall prophetic message about the future as it relates 
to history and today's headlines. Although prophecies about 
the church, the nations, and Israel are often presented in 
separate sections of biblical revelation, they are intricately 
related to each other in the unfolding of history. Israel 
obviously had to be reestablished as a nation in Palestine 
before many of these end-time events could begin. The 
coming leader of the Mediterranean Confederacy could 
hardly gain recognition by negotiation of a peace covenant 
with Israel if Israel did not exist or if there were no Middle 
East crisis. Without the economic necessity of oil and the 
fall of the Iron Curtain, European countries could hardly be 
expected to unite and take an active role in the Middle East 
crisis. The industrialized nations of Europe now depend on 
Arab oil in a unique way. Although attempts have been 
made to use alternative sources of energy, these have not 
been able to stem the need for Middle East oil. 

Many students of prophecy believe that Israel has now 
completed the first step in her restoration and fight for 
survival. The next step will require a peace settlement. The 
Bible predicts that lasting peace will not come in the 
Middle East until a strong Mediterranean leader of ten 
nations emerges to establish that peace. The signing of that 
peace settlement is the second step in Israel's prophetic 
calendar, and it will mark the beginning of the last seven 
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years before Armageddon. These last seven years will be a 
time when evil is restrained and God's judgment is poured 
out on the world. The third step in Israel's restoration will 
begin when her peace treaty is broken. The fourth and final 
step will begin with the return of Christ and Israel's 
deliverance. 

The prophetic events predicted for the church indicate 
that these events will not occur until the church, indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit, is removed from the world. The rise of the 
Mediterranean leader, the appearance of the False Prophet, 
and the formation of the super-church cannot occur until 
true believers disappear from the earth. At that point, the 
Holy Spirit's restraint of evil will be removed from the 
world, allowing Satan to spin his web of deception and 
chaos. 

For those who believe in Christ, Israel's present 
situation is tremendously significant. If the next stage in 
Israel's restoration cannot come until the church is 
removed, it must mean that the time of Christ's coming for 
His own is very near. As the Middle East crisis continues to 
disturb the world, powerful alliances will emerge between 
European and Arab countries. But the coming world 
dictator cannot make his decisive move until the church is 
removed. Only then will Satan have a free hand to 
manipulate history with the forces of evil. For these 
reasons, informed Christians are expecting the coming of 
the Lord as the next important event on the prophetic 
calendar. 


> THE FINAL STAGE IS SET 


The world today is like a stage being set for a great drama. 
The major actors are already in the wings waiting for their 
moment in history. The main stage props are already in 
place. The prophetic play is about to begin. The Middle 
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East today occupies the attention of the world leaders. The 
world has now recognized the political and economic 
power in the hands of those who control the tremendous oil 
reserves of the area. Old friendships and alliances will be 
subject to change as European nations seek new alliances 
and agreements to protect themselves in a changing world 
situation. The Middle East will continue to be the focal 
point of international relationships. 

All the necessary historical developments have already 
taken place. The trend toward world government, begun 
with the United Nations in 1946, is preparing the way for 
the government of the end time. The world church 
movement, formalized in 1948, is preparing the way for the 
super-church that will dominate the religious scene after 
the true church is raptured. Spiritism, the occult, and belief 
in demons will continue to spread. Communism, through 
its atheistic philosophy, is preparing the world for a final 
form of world religion demanding the worship of a 
totalitarian dictator. 

Israel and the nations of the world have been prepared 
for the final drama. Most important, Israel is back in the 
land, organized as a political state, and eager for her role in 
the end-time events. Today Israel desperately needs the 
covenant of peace promised in prophecy. Largely because 
of the demands of the Palestinians, Israel will not be able to 
achieve a satisfactory settlement in direct negotiations. 

Russia is poised to the north of the Holy Land for entry 
in the end-time conflict. Egypt and other African countries 
have not abandoned their desire to attack Israel from the 
south. Red China in the east is now a military power great 
enough to field an army as large as that described in the 
book of Revelation. Each nation is prepared to play out its 
role in the final hours of history. 

Our present world is well prepared for the beginning of 
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the prophetic drama that will lead to Armageddon. Since 
the stage is set for this dramatic climax of the age, it must 
mean that Christ's coming for His own is very near. If there 
ever was an hour when men should consider their personal 
relationship to Jesus Christ, it is today. God is saying to 
this generation: "Prepare for the coming of the Lord." 
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APPENDIX: How To 
BE SURE OF OUR 
ETERNAL DESTINY 


Many people have found a simple outline of what the Bible 
teaches about salvation helpful in reviewing their 
relationship to Jesus Christ. This outline presents four vital 
facts every person needs to know in preparing for the 
future. 

These truths have been published by Dallas Theological 
Seminary in a tract that has been adapted for this book. In 
view of the revealed prophetic future of our world and of 
us as individuals, it is important to review our relationship 
to Jesus Christ in the light of prophecy. 


HAPPY AND MEANINGFUL LIFE BEGINS WITH GOD! 


According to the Bible, look what God offers you. 


e LOVE—Someone who cares about you. 

e SECURITY—Someone who cares about what happens to you. 

e PEACE—Someone who cares about your problems. 

e PURPOSE—Someone who cares about whether your life counts. 
e ETERNAL DESTINY—Someone who cares about your future. 


Jesus said: 

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
John 3:16 


Jesus also said: 
"| have come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly." John 10:10 


Augustine observed: 


"Thou hast made us for Thyself, O God, and the heart of man is restless 
until it finds its rest in Thee." 


unfortunately ... 


MAN'S SIN HAS SEPARATED HIM FROM GOD 


According to the Bible sin is 
e Failure to be what God wants us to be 
e Failure to do what God wants us to do 


Obviously then, all of us have sinned. Consciously or unconsciously we 
have rebelled against God. 


That's not all. God is righteous and cannot allow sin in His presence. 
God must judge man's sin and reject it. 


The Bible says: 
"All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, we have turned, every one of 
us, to his own way. . ." Isaiah 53:6 


"Your sins have been a barrier between you and your God." 
Isaiah 59:2 
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‘MAN . 


As long as sin separates us from God, you see, we cannot enjoy the 
happy and meaningful life God wants us to have. 


fortunately ... 


GOD LOVES YOU VERY MUCH! HE GAVE JESUS 
CHRIST, HIS SON, TO TAKE AWAY YOUR SIN. 


The Bible says: 

"God showed His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." Romans 5:8 
"Christ has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God." 1 Peter 3:18 


God is satisfied with what Jesus Christ has done. Now He is completely 
free to forgive you, and to offer you a happy and meaningful life with 
Him. 


Jesus Christ has removed the barrier of sin through His death. 


HOWEVER, YOU HAVE ONE RESPONSIBILITY 


TO ENTER INTO A HAPPY AND MEANINGFUL LIFE, 
YOU MUST TURN TO GOD BY TRUSTING JESUS 
CHRIST TO FORGIVE YOUR SINS. 


Look at what the Bible tells us: 

"Jesus said, | am the way, the truth, and life: no man comes to the 
Father, but by me." John 14:6 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved." 


Acts 16:31 
"Being justified [set right with God] by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 5:1 


BUT WHAT IS FAITH? 


We exercise faith when 
we depend on a doctor 
or trust in a lawyer 
or believe in a friend. 


Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, is trusting Him to forgive your 


GOD ) 
let's review ... 


You know that ... 

1. Life begins with God. 

2. Your sin has separated you from God. 

3. Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sin. 


THE ONLY THING GOD ASKS YOU TO DO 


4. Trust the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive your sins so that you may begin 
a happy and meaningful life with God. 
MAN z yE ; 
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GOD 
Are you still Or have you trusted 
here? Jesus Christ completely 


to forgive your sins? 


Wouldn't you like to trust Jesus Christ to forgive your sins right now? 


YOU MAY WANT TO USE THIS PRAYER TO EXPRESS YOUR 
DECISION 


"Dear Father, | admit that | am a sinner. | believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ died for me. Thank you for forgiving my sins. Let me start a new 
and meaningful life with You today. Amen." 


Jesus is not a dead Savior. He is alive. His power is now available to 
you. If you have trusted Christ, God has promised to give you His life, 
and God keeps His promises. John 3:15-16 
Only Jesus Christ can live the Christian life! As a Christian, Christ's 
Spirit now indwells you. Power in your new life comes as you learn to 
rely on Christ to live His life through you. Galatians 2:20 


That's why you need the Bible. You need to study it daily to become 
aware of what God wants to do through you. 1 Peter 2:2 


Prayer is another vital part of a happy and meaningful life. Speak to 
God often about your needs. Philippians 4:6-7 


One more thing. You can't be a Christian alone. Meet with others who 
have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ in a church where the Bible is taught. 
Hebrews 10:25 


Adapted from the booklet, "How to Have a Happy and Meaningful Life." 
Used by permission. Single copies in English free on request to USA 
addresses from Dallas Theological Seminary, 3909 Swiss Avenue, 
Dallas, Texas 75204. 
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